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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM  
 

 
Date:              August 30, 2011               
 
 
To:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members     
  
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager 

Aileen Bittner, Acting City Clerk 
 
 
Subject: Resolution #11097 – Oakland County Board of Commissioners – Support for Amending 

MCL 168-449(3) to Eliminate the Requirement that Local Clerks Send Corrected Voter 
Identifications Cards Due to Redistricting Resulting from the Decennial Census 

 
 
The 2010 Census reported a loss of population for the State of Michigan which triggered a need for 
redistricting.  While the Michigan State Legislature has worked through the redistricting process, the 
Oakland County Board of Commissioners has decided to support restructuring of some of the local 
clerks’ duties in relation to voting regulations.   
 
MCL 168-449(3) requires local clerks to notify voters of changes in their voter data via a new voter 
identification card.  The amendment that the Oakland County Board of Commissioners supports 
eliminates this requirement and replaces it with a requirement to simply publish a public notice. 
 
Although, on the face of this amendment, there is a cost savings in printing and mailing, the voter 
confusion and error may not be worth the minimal money saved. The City Clerk’s Office has always 
held to the practice of mailing corrected voter identification cards whenever any changes to voter data 
occur. In addition to mailing cards, the City Clerk’s Office posts notices of all changes in City Hall, at 
polling locations on Election Day; and, publishes all changes on the City website, and in the 
newspaper of record. 
 
The City Clerk’s Office will continue to notify voters of any and all changes to voter data with every 
means available to the City, including mailing corrected voter identification cards. A major function of 
the City Clerk is to assure that voters have the most up-to-date and accurate information available to 
them for Election Day, and this function will not be altered. 
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