
David L Wisz   
• Systems Engineering Degree - OU 
• Law Degree – MSU 
• Intellectual Property Attorney 
• Former Birmingham Parking and Safety Committee 
• Resident / Business Owner Birmingham 
• Former Troy Resident 
• Chair State Bar of Michigan Intellectual Property Section 

 
• I literally review the Future of Technology every day. 

 
• Technologist Carver Mead (Caltech): "We depend on the innovations 

of the citizens of a free economy to keep ahead of the bureaucrats 
and the people who make a living on control and planning.”  

 
• The passing of Steve Jobs and thoughts of what he invented reminds us how, 

in comparison, ill-equipped government bureaucrats bossing around tax 
dollars are able to plan industries of the present, much less the future.   
 
 

• Transit center and mass transit are NOT the future. 
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Transit Center AS Troy’s Solyndra… 
 

 

• $535 million govt’ loan guarantee - March 2009  
Bankrupt August 2011  
 

• When government takes money from the Private 
economy and puts it into a loser, it not only wastes 
that taxpayer money but it also denies that capital to 
some other project in the private economy that may 
have succeeded. {opportunity cost} 
 

• The Solyndra emails show HOW ILL-EQUIPPED 
GOVERNMENT IS TO PREDICT INDUSTRIES OF THE 
PRESENT, MUCH LESS THE FUTURE…  
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Just one current example



Mass Transit Has Been In Decline  
Since The End Of World War II.   

 
50%  then –  2% now 

  

• We the taxpayers - are forced to SUBSIDIZE at least two-thirds 
of the cost for every mass transit user.  

 

• Per person mile (ppm) of travel, govt’ spends 20 times as 
much on public transit as for roadways. 

  

• The "race" between the automobile and public transit is over. 
The auto has won.  [we are in Detroit; remember?] 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Six urban areas—Boston, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and DC—The “big six” account for two out of three transit passenger miles in America 
Nationwide, automobiles carry about 2.6 trillion passenger miles a year on urban highways and streets, and another 1.7 trillion on rural roads. mass transit, which carries less than 50 billion passenger miles a year, represents barely 1 percent of surface travel and 2 percent of urban travel.




  

4 

•   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All from Govt sources such as Census; Govt financial series; american commuter survey

Total subsidies have increased almost 60% since 1960 while ridership revenues fell = more money from taxpayers pockets…



Some Context 
• U.S. population has grown more than 50 percent since 1960 

 

• DRIVING HAS INCREASED BY A WHOPPING 420 %.  

 

• Those who take mass transit to work FELL  since 1960.   

 ~ 13 % in 1960;   DOWN to ~ 5 %  in 2009 
 

• “transit rides” are non-workers or are being falsely counted   

 

• “Transit rides” (known as “unlinked trips”) are not the same as 
personal trips. If you ride a bus then transfer to a subway, you take 
one personal trip but the Dept of Trans.  counts it  twice! 
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Most Recent Trends 

• third quarter 2009 mass transit 6.1% below the levels of 2008 

 

• first three quarters of 2009 combined, it was down 3.8%.  

 

• mass transit ride costs increased  17.8% annual rate in the six 
months ended in November 2009,  Bureau of Labor Statistics.  

 

• Overall consumer prices increased only 4.2% same period. 
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GOVT’  WASTEFUL SPENDING  
Per Passenger Mile (PPM) 

• ROADS are about 3.2 cents ppm  but more than that is 
covered by actual user fees   

     ( vehicle registration fees, license fees, gas taxes, etc.)   
 

• = ROADS ARE NET REVENUE GENERATORS, i.e.,  “PROFIT” 
  
• Mass transit COSTS about 71 cents ppm with taxpayer-funded 

SUBSIDIES OF 53 CENTS ppm.   
 

• “Light rail” is even WORSE with SUBSIDIES OVER $1.73 ppm.   
 

• “High speed” rail  (which does not exist in USA) is a disaster 
[more on this below]  
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More details on CA high speed disaster…



Govt’ Subsidies Cheat Motorists 
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THINK OF THIS THE NEXT TIME YOU HIT A POT HOLE.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In December 2004, the Bureau of Transportation Statistics at the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) published its first and last report on the cost of the federal subsidies provided to each mode of transportation per passenger per 1,000 miles: cars, buses, airplanes, transit, and passenger railroad. The survey covered the years 1990 to 2002 and demonstrated
that motorists received the lowest federal subsidy per 1,000 passenger-miles and that transit and
Amtrak received by far the largest federal subsidies.



NOT so SMART  bus 
• In 2010, the SMART bus system cost taxpayers $122 million  

 
• Siphoned from Michigan’s annual road budget and county 

taxes  
 

• users pay less than 20% of costs. (not even counting capital 
expenses, e.g., the buses) 
 

• Over the next four years, SMART will generate deficits of: 
•  $5,800,000;  
• $10,800,000;  
• $15,400,000; and  
• $17,300,000.   
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Mass Transit :  
A Tale Of Inefficiency and Ineffectiveness.  
 • No Effort To Generate Compensatory Revenues From Users 

 
• In No City Is Transit Run On Sound Business Principles.  

 
• The reality is that virtually every planned rail system costs as much 

as leasing a car for every rider on an annual basis. 
 

• Yet… Spending on Bureaucrats…. 
 
• Ann Arbor Transit CEO Michael Ford = $183,895 in 2009. 

 
• Grand Rapids’ Transit CEO Peter Varga = $193,000 in 2009. 

 
• Flint’s Mass Transit general manager Robert Foy $106,800 in 2009 
 

= MORE TAXES 10 



More Mass Transit Failures… 
• Dallas, Texas, which opened three light rail branches and one commuter rail line in the 

1990s, experienced a net decline of 3,100 transit commuters during a period when 
employment increased by 96,000. 
 

• Portland, Oregon, with the nation's most aggressive "smart growth" policies and two new 
light rail lines, has seen the share of commuters using transit decline 20 percent since 1980 
(the census before the first light rail line was opened).  
 

• Washington, D.C., after more than $10 billion in rail expenditures, the area's transit work-
trip market share has declined from 15.2 % --which is where it was before the extensive 
subway system was opened--to 10.9 % (more gov’t Limos perhaps?). 
 

• Cincinnati's proposed light rail system would have cost $15.50 per new one-way ride, 
totaling $6,975 annually for each new commuter who takes two trips a day for 225 work 
days. In contrast, the same commuter could lease a $30,000 Lexus IS-300 for less than 
$5,500 annually. 

 
• Minneapolis "Hiawatha" light rail line, under construction, will cost $19.00 per new rider. 

This amounts to $8,550 annually per new commuter--enough to lease a BMW X-5 Sport 
Utility Vehicle. 
 

• San Francisco's proposed Third Street light rail line will cost $40.50 per new rider, which is 
equal to $18,225 annually per new rider. For the same money, each new commuter could 
lease a new Pontiac Grand Am throughout the "life" of the rail system plus more than 
100,000 miles of air travel at the average ticket rate each year.  
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HSR - Bullet Train to Bankruptcy  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ohio, Wisconsin, Florida don't want to put their taxpayers on the hook 
for projects destined for Insolvency Junction.  
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Bullet Train to Bankruptcy  
WOULD YOU PAY $1,000 SO THAT SOMEONE — PROBABLY NOT YOU — CAN 

RIDE A “HIGH-SPEED” TRAIN LESS THAN 60 MILES A YEAR? 

 

• That's what the Federal Rail Administration (FRA)  high-speed rail plan is 
going to cost: at least $90 BILLION, or $1,000 for every federal income 
taxpayer. Not included: $400 + per taxpayer for cost overruns.  

 

• TAXPAYERS ALREADY COVER AMTRAK OPERATING LOSES OF : $28 TO $84 
PER PASSENGER  

 

• In Michigan, FRA is merely proposing to boost the top speeds of Amtrak 
trains from 79 mph to 110 mph. A top speed of 110 mph means average 
speeds of only 60-70  mph.   1930s Speeds!  

 

• Michigan’s cost: more than $750 million. Proposed branches to Grand 
Rapids/Holland and Port Huron: bring the total above $1.5 billion, or $230 
for every Michigan resident, plus more than $50 MILLION PER YEAR in 
operating subsidies.  
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TAXPAYERS ALREADY COVER AMTRAK OPERATING LOSES: $28 TO $84 PER PASSENGER 




Bullet Train to Bankruptcy - CA 

 
• California HSR Authority’ cost estimates  show the initial stretch will cost 

$10 billion to $13.9 billion. Project planners had previously pegged the 
section at $6.8 bill.  (Transit center increased from $3MIll to $10 Mill) 
 

• The project would  double the state’s bonded indebtedness, to $200 billion 
or more. This would cost each of California’s 40 million residents $275 to 
$320 annually for 30 years. 
 

• These estimates assume, $15 billion in “free money”: municipalities $5 
billion, and that private investors will contribute $35 to $54 billion.  

• (again same argument as  in Michigan) 
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Foreign FAILURE   
 

• HSR projects in Europe and Japan average $51 million per mile.   

 

• Per capita spending on rail alone in six European countries was comparable to the United States’ 
ENTIRE transportation budget, yet, these countries received a poor return on their money  

 

• more than 90 percent of passengers chose other travel modes—mostly auto—despite hefty mass 
transit subsidies. 

 

• SPAIN Since 2003,has spent more on rail than on roads. Yet EU reports rail in Spain accounts for 
only 5.1 per- cent of ridership, almost 2 percentage points below the EU-27 average of 6.9.   

 

• Despite Europe’s huge investment in passenger rail, its market share declined from 6.6 percent in 
1995 to 6.1 percent in 2007.  

 

• TAIWAN: Since opening, the system has lost $2.1 billion, leading The China Post to describe the 
situation as a “hyper-modern technology [that] was meant to be a source of pride, but instead has 
turned into a rich source of embarrassment.” 

 

• JAPANESE National Railway (JNR) was losing $20 billion per year and was issuing debt to cover all 
but the $5 billion covered by direct gov’t subsidies. By the mid-1980s, the JNR’s accumulated debt 
exceeded $300 billion. Recognizing that the JNR was not financially sustainable as a government 
program, the government began privatizing the passenger rail system in 1987  

 

 

15 

Presenter
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Per capita spending on rail alone in six European countries was comparable to the United States’ ENTIRE transportation budget

Spains failed “green” economy resulted in a huge recent victory for Conservatives…



China’s  FAILURE 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Corrucption; Carelessness and what else would expect from state planning: Communists



Solyndra-like Green Fad  
 • In the bankrupt city of Flint, the transit authority bought 2  

   $1.1 million electric buses 

 

• In Lansing, the transit authority purchased a $783,000 hybrid bus. 

 

• These cost 50% to 100% percent more than a regular diesel bus - 
and that doesn't include the infrastructure costs. 

 

• The cost to reduce CO2 for hybrid bus was $1,000 per metric ton. 
The going rate in the “marketplace” is $10 per metric ton. 

 

• gee-whiz “green” products that sound good and make some people 
feel good, but fail by any measure....  

 

• "Their Real Goal Is To Con Taxpayers Into Giving Them More Money”  
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Does NOT even “save” Energy 
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Presentation Notes

This is purely an energy usage graph
Note however the numbers required to obtain even this.  Galvenston Light rail are ACTUAL numbers



FACTS   
• After decades of annual subsidies in the tens of billions of dollars, mass 

transit carries an insignificant number 
 

•  Transit subsidies are 100 times greater than highway subsidies, 
averaging 50 cents per passenger mile and $2.50 per transit ride. Light 
rail subsidies are nearly 250 times greater than highway subsidies. 
 

• Light rail transit is particularly wasteful, costing two-and-one-half to 
three times as much per passenger mile as other transit modes (Who 
will pay for the $10 million a year operational costs for the light-rail 
system along Woodward, from Detroit a to 8 Mile?) 
 

• High Speed Rail (average speeds of only 60-70  mph in MI) is the 
Ultimate boondoggle that States (except and MI) are running away from 
 

• Urban congestion is primarily a result of transportation planners short-
changing auto travel as they divert at least $9 billion a year in highway 
user fees to unproductive mass transit systems. 
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Who Really Wants This Transit 
Center Boondoggle? 

• UNWILLING TO FACE REALITY, THE USUAL BIG 
GOVERNMENT TYPES -  BUSY REPACKAGING AN 
EARLY LOSER (TROLLEYS), WITH A NEW NAME 
(LIGHT RAIL)  AND A NEW PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CAMPAIGN. 

 

• PASSENGER RAIL IS OLD TECHNOLOGY, ATTRACTIVE 
ONLY TO GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRATS, THE SAME 
PEOPLE WHO THINK WINDMILLS, TINY ELECTRIC 
CARS, AND SOLYNDRA ARE THE FUTURE. 
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In 1760 We traveled at 6MPH by horse
In 1860 We traveled at 60MPH by Train
In 1960 We traveled at 600MPH by Jet
Old Technology is not The future
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As support for this contention, I actually personally attended a Forum in Bham which was to Push a county wide tax increases for more buses and the transit center
Commissioner moore endorsed FAIR TRANSIT as the reason..
See the sponsorship on the bottom? AS you can see the sponsors are TRU and MOSES




 
 
•   
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Basically a public sector front group
Occupy wall street nuts



  •  MOSES: 
 ACORN-like agitation 
group associated with 
the umbrella 
GAMALIEL Foundation 
for whom Obama once 
worked as an 
“organizer.”   

 
•  GAMALIEL:  
MI Council of American 
Islamic relations (CAIR); 
SEIU; and 
Other Public Sector 
Unions 
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Secretary of Transportation LaHood:  “This is a way to coerce people out of their cars.

Ministers in Chicago :  “We have partners on several important issues – from public union funding to gun control,…” “but it is also important to make sure that there is funding for mass transit” [Faith Alliance for Fair Transit Funding” event, May 2009]




TRANSIT NOW! GOALS 

•  The “Right” to Public transit as “fairness” 

 

•  “fair transit”   AS   “social justice”  

 

•  on par with a “right” to health care. 

 
• Will You Admit Support For This Agenda To Voters ? 
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Transit Center =  
Glorified Bus Station 
•   
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Directly linked into TROY 
 
209 times a day (at least) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
209 BUS trips into troy…. SMART will coordinate ALL through troy.
209 Buses into troy… Direct connection with Detroit transit center…


 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
FOR THE TROY TRANSIT CENTER 
INTERMODAL RAIL PASSENGER FACILITY 
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN 




Who Does Actually Occupy  
Transit Centers ? 

• All you have to do is look at the Evidence from 
Detroit Transit Center …. 
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Detroit Transit Center 
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Detroit Transit Center 
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The Transit Center  IS  Troy’s  Solyndra… 
 • Governing ought to be about making wise choices.  THE CASE AGAINST IS 

OVERWHELMING. Good government can at least not make problems worse. 
 

• THE CASE IN FAVOR RESTS ON FASHIONABLE PLATITUDES.  
 

• Mass transit is the past;  not an "investment in the future”.  
 
• Birmingham already wasted $300,000 just planning it (that we know of). 

 
• Costs expanded from $3 Million to over $10 Million… 
 
• How much $ has Troy already wasted  ? 

 
• Grand Sakwa Appeal (what tax revenue is Troy giving away?) 

 
 

JUST STOP THROWING GOOD MONEY AFTER BAD. 
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NY built subways – subways did not build NY!



BORN INTO DEBT… 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• $ from Federal Govt’ is STILL taxpayer money. 
 

• every baby born today owes $45,000 as his share of the 
federal  debt.  
 

•  every taxpayer owes $127,000 of the fed debt. 
 

JUST STOP THROWING GOOD MONEY AFTER BAD. 
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This is not free money, irrespective of what local politicians say about federal money
To paraphrase hillary cllnton: DON’T Build it For the children…..
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