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TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 Troy, Michigan 
 
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Background Information and Reports 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
This booklet provides a summary of the many reports, communications and 
recommendations that accompany your Agenda. Also included are 
suggested or requested resolutions and/or ordinances for your 
consideration and possible amendment and adoption. 
 
Supporting materials transmitted with this Agenda have been prepared by 
department directors and staff members. I am indebted to them for their 
efforts to provide insight and professional advice for your consideration. 
 
As always, we are happy to provide such added information as your 
deliberations may require. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
John Szerlag, City Manager 
 



 

 

 

 
VISION: 
To honor the legacy of the past and build a strong, vibrant future and be an 
attractive place to live, work, and grow a business. 
 
GOALS: 
Provide a safe, clean, and livable city 
 Practice good stewardship of infrastructure  
 Maintain high quality professional community oriented police and fire protection 
 Conserve resources in an environmentally responsible manner 
 Encourage development toward a walkable, livable community 
 
Provide effective and efficient local government 
 Demonstrate excellence in community services 
 Maintain fiscally sustainable government 
 Attract and support a committed and innovative workforce 
 Develop and maintain efficiencies with internal and external partners 
 Conduct city business and engage in public policy formation in a clear and 

transparent manner 
 
Build a sense of community 
 Communicate internally and externally in a timely and accurate manner 
 Develop platforms for transparent, deliberative and meaningful community 

conversations 
 Involve all stakeholders in communication and engagement activities 
 Encourage volunteerism and new methods for community involvement 
 Implement the connectedness of community outlines in the Master Plan 2008 
 
Attract and retain business investment 
 Clearly articulate an economic development plan 
 Create an inclusive, entrepreneurial culture internally and externally 
 Clarify, reduce and streamline investment hurdles 
 Consistently enhance the synergy between existing businesses and growing 

economic sectors 
 Market the advantages of living and working in Troy through partnerships 
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CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
December 5, 2011 – 7:30 PM 

Council Chambers 
City Hall - 500 West Big Beaver 

Troy, Michigan 48084 
(248) 524-3317 

INVOCATION: Pastor A. C. Phipps from Evanswood Church of God 1 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 1 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 1 

B. ROLL CALL: 1 

C. CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 1 

C-1 Certificates of Recognition and Special Presentations 1 

a) Service Commendation to the Smith Middle School Sylvan Glen Green Team ... 1 
b) Submittal of the 2011 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) ............. 1 

D. CARRYOVER ITEMS: 1 

D-1 No Carryover Items 1 

E. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 1 

E-1 No Public Hearings 1 

F. PUBLIC COMMENT: 1 

G. RESPONSE / REPLY TO PUBLIC COMMENT 2 

H. POSTPONED ITEMS: 2 

H-1  No Postponed Items 2 



 

 

I. REGULAR BUSINESS: 2 

I-1 Board and Committee Appointments: None Scheduled 2 

I-2 Board and Committee Nominations: None Scheduled 2 

I-3 Request for Closed Session 2 

I-4 Application for Transfer of SDD License to Rite Aid of Michigan 3 

I-5 City of Troy Investment Policy and Establishment of Investment Accounts 3 

I-6 Resolution Recommending That the State of Michigan Require Michigan 
Municipalities to Adopt the City of Troy’s Template for Transparency in 
Government 4 

J. CONSENT AGENDA: 5 

J-1a Approval of “J” Items NOT Removed for Discussion 5 

J-1b  Address of “J” Items Removed for Discussion by City Council 5 

J-2  Approval of City Council Minutes 5 

J-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamations: None Submitted 5 

J-4 Standard Purchasing Resolutions: None Submitted 5 

J-5 Request to Abandon a Portion of an Existing Water Main Easement and 
Acceptance of a Permanent Water Main Easement – Sidwell #88-20-10-351-018, 
Sunset Plaza Shopping Center, LLC 5 

J-6 Request for Acceptance of Two Warranty Deeds, Three Easements and 
Declaration of a Non-Access Greenbelt Easement from CP Ventures Limited 
Partnership, Sidwell #88-20-14-226-026, 027, 028, 029, 030 and 046 6 

K. MEMORANDUMS AND FUTURE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS: 6 

K-1 Announcement of Public Hearings: None Submitted 6 



 

 

K-2 Memorandums (Items submitted to City Council that may require consideration at  
some future point in time): None Submitted 6 

L. COUNCIL REFERRALS: 6 

L-1  Council Referrals: 6 

a) Mayor Daniels Submitted a PowerPoint Presentation by David Wisz .................. 6 
b) Mayor Daniels Submitted Proposed Amendments to the City Council Rules of 

Procedure ............................................................................................................. 7 

M. COUNCIL COMMENTS 7 

M-1   No Council Comments Advanced 7 

N. REPORTS 7 

N-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 7 

a) Parks and Recreation Advisory Board-Final – September 15, 2011 .................... 7 

N-2 Department Reports: None Submitted 7 

N-3  Letters of Appreciation: None Submitted 7 

N-4  Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: None Proposed 7 

O. STUDY ITEMS 7 

O-1  City Council Rules of Procedure 7 

a) 2010-2011 City Council Rules of Procedure ........................................................ 7 

P. CLOSED SESSION: 7 

P-1  T.R. Pieprzak v. Troy 7 



 

 

Q. ADJOURNMENT 7 

FUTURE CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS: 7 

SCHEDULED REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 8 

Monday, December 19, 2011 Regular Meeting ....................................................... 8 
Monday, January 9, 2012  Regular Meeting ............................................................ 8 
Monday, January 23, 2012 Regular Meeting ........................................................... 8 
Monday, February 6, 2012 Regular Meeting ........................................................... 8 
Monday, February 20, 2012 Regular Meeting ......................................................... 8 
Monday, March 5, 2012  Regular Meeting ............................................................... 8 
Monday, March 19, 2012 Regular Meeting .............................................................. 8 
Monday, April 2, 2012  Regular Meeting ................................................................. 8 
Monday, April 16, 2012 Regular Meeting ................................................................ 8 
Monday, May 7, 2012 Regular Meeting ................................................................... 8 
Monday, May 14, 2012 Regular Meeting ................................................................. 8 
Monday, June 4, 2012 Regular Meeting .................................................................. 8 
Monday, June 18, 2012 Regular Meeting ................................................................ 8 
Monday, July 9, 2012 Regular Meeting ................................................................... 8 
Monday, July 23, 2012 Regular Meeting ................................................................. 8 
Monday, August 13, 2012 Regular Meeting ............................................................ 8 
Monday, August 27, 2012 Regular Meeting ............................................................ 8 
Monday, September 10, 2012 Regular Meeting ...................................................... 8 
Monday, September 24, 2012 Regular Meeting ...................................................... 8 
Monday, October 8, 2012 Regular Meeting ............................................................. 8 
Monday, October 22, 2012 Regular Meeting ........................................................... 8 
Monday, November 12, 2012 Regular Meeting ....................................................... 8 
Monday, November 26, 2012 Regular Meeting ....................................................... 8 
Monday, December 3, 2012 Regular Meeting ......................................................... 8 
Monday, December 17, 2012 Regular Meeting ....................................................... 8 

SCHEDULED SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 8 

Monday, April 23, 2012 Special Budget Study Session ........................................... 8 
Monday, April 30, 2012 Special Budget Study Session ........................................... 8 
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INVOCATION: Pastor A. C. Phipps from Evanswood Church of God 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

A. CALL TO ORDER: 

B. ROLL CALL: 
a)  Mayor Janice Daniels 

Jim Campbell 
Wade Fleming 
Dave Henderson 
Maureen McGinnis 
Dane Slater 
Doug Tietz 

 
b) Excuse Absent Council Members: 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
Moved by       
Seconded by       
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby EXCUSES the absence of                at 
the Regular City Council Meeting of December 5, 2011 due to                      
 
Yes:       
No:       
 

C. CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  
C-1 Certificates of Recognition and Special Presentations  
 
a)  Service Commendation to the Smith Middle School Sylvan Glen Green Team  
b) Submittal of the 2011 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR)  
 

D. CARRYOVER ITEMS: 
D-1 No Carryover Items  
 

E. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
E-1 No Public Hearings 
 

F. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City Council, Article 16 – Members of 
the Public and Visitors: 
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Any person not a member of the City Council may address the Council with recognition of the 
Chair, after clearly stating the nature of his/her inquiry or comment. City Council requests that if 
you do have a question or concern, to bring it to the attention of the appropriate department(s) 
whenever possible. If you feel that the matter has not been resolved satisfactorily, you are 
encouraged to bring it to the attention of the City Manager, and if still not resolved satisfactorily, to 
the Mayor and Council. 
 
• Petitioners shall be given a fifteen (15) minute presentation time that may be extended with 

the majority consent of City Council. 
• Any member of the public, not a petitioner of an item, shall be allowed to speak for up to five 

(5) minutes to address any Public Hearing item. 
• Any member of the public, not a petitioner of an item, shall be allowed to speak for up to five 

minutes to address Postponed, Regular Business or Consent Agenda items or any other item 
as permitted under the Open Meetings Act during the Public Comment portion of the agenda. 

• City Council may waive the requirements of this section by a majority of the City Council 
members. 

• City Council may wish to schedule a Special Meeting for Agenda items that are related to 
topics where there is significant public input anticipated. 

• Through a request of the Chair and a majority vote of City Council, public Comment may be 
limited when there are fifteen (15) or more people signed up to speak either on a Public 
Hearing item or for the Public Comment period of the agenda. 

G. RESPONSE / REPLY TO PUBLIC COMMENT 

H. POSTPONED ITEMS: 

H-1  No Postponed Items 
 

I. REGULAR BUSINESS: 
I-1 Board and Committee Appointments: None Scheduled 
 
 
I-2 Board and Committee Nominations: None Scheduled 
 
I-3 Request for Closed Session 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
Moved by       
Seconded by       
 
BE IT RESOLVED, That Troy City Council SHALL MEET in Closed Session, as permitted by 
MCL15.268 (e) Pending Litigation – T.R. Pieprzak v. Troy. 
 
Yes:       
No:       
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I-4 Application for Transfer of SDD License to Rite Aid of Michigan 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
Moved by       
Seconded by       
 
(a) Transfer SDD License 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12- 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby CONSIDERS for APPROVAL a liquor license 
request as indicated below, and hereby AUTHORIZES the Mayor and City Clerk to EXECUTE 
the document, a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
 

Liquor License Applicant : Rite Aid of Michigan, Inc. 

Type of License Requested : 

Transfer escrowed SDD License from Perry Drug Stores, Inc; 
Transfer location from 805 E. Big Beaver, Troy, MI  48084 to 
1981 W. South Blvd., Troy, MI  48098, to be held in 
conjunction with existing SDM license. 

Located at : 1981 W. South Blvd., Troy, MI  48098 
MLCC Request # : 625424 

 
and 
 
(b) Agreement 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12- 
 
WHEREAS, The Troy City Council deems it necessary to enter into agreements with applicants 
for liquor licenses for the purpose of providing civil remedies to the City of Troy in the event 
licensees fail to adhere to Troy Codes and Ordinances; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES an agreement 
with the liquor license applicant named in the approved resolution above, and hereby 
AUTHORIZES the Mayor and City Clerk to EXECUTE the document, a copy of which shall be 
ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
 
Yes:       
No:       
 
I-5 City of Troy Investment Policy and Establishment of Investment Accounts 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA December 5, 2011 
 

- 4 - 

Moved by       
Seconded by       
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES the Investment Policy and 
Establishment of Investment Accounts as outlined in the memorandum and revised from 
Interim Director of Finance and Administrative Services, Tom Darling dated November 22, 
2011; a copy of which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
 
Yes:       
No:       
 
I-6 Resolution Recommending That the State of Michigan Require Michigan 

Municipalities to Adopt the City of Troy’s Template for Transparency in 
Government 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
Moved by       
Seconded by       
 
WHEREAS, The City believes an open government facilitates communication and 
collaboration, both internally with employees and externally with residents and the businesses, 
leading to a more responsive, efficient government; and 
 
WHEREAS, The State of Michigan has declared on its website that government transparency 
and fiscal accountability are defining principles of Michigan state government; and 
 
WHEREAS, The State of Michigan strives to meet a high standard for financial transparency 
online; and  
 
WHEREAS, Other Michigan communities can help support the State of Michigan goal of 
financial transparency by creating local government transparency sites;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Troy City Council ENCOURAGES other Michigan 
communities to support a similar template for Transparency in Government; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Troy City Council REQUESTS that the State of Michigan 
mandate a similar Transparency in Government template to be used by all Michigan 
communities to ensure a more responsive, efficient government, as well as create a data base 
so as to make a comprehensive analysis. 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby DIRECTS the City Clerk to forward 
a copy of this resolution to Governor Rick Snyder, Secretary of State Ruth Johnson, Senator 
John Pappageorge, and State Representative Marty Knollenberg. 
 
Yes:       
No:       
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J. CONSENT AGENDA: 
J-1a Approval of “J” Items NOT Removed for Discussion 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
Moved by       
Seconded by       
 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES all items on the Consent Agenda as 
presented with the exception of Item(s)  ______________      , which SHALL BE 
CONSIDERED after Consent Agenda (I) items, as printed. 
 
Yes:       
No:       
 
J-1b  Address of “J” Items Removed for Discussion by City Council  
 
J-2  Approval of City Council Minutes 
 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES the following Minutes as submitted: 
 

a. Regular City Council Meeting of November 28, 2011 
 
J-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamations: None Submitted 
 
J-4 Standard Purchasing Resolutions: None Submitted 
 
J-5 Request to Abandon a Portion of an Existing Water Main Easement and 

Acceptance of a Permanent Water Main Easement – Sidwell #88-20-10-351-018, 
Sunset Plaza Shopping Center, LLC 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
 
WHEREAS, The City of Troy has received a request from Sunset Plaza Shopping Center, 
LLC, owner of the property having Sidwell #88-20-10-351-018, to abandon a portion of a 
permanent water main easement as recorded in Liber 15191, Pages 262 with Oakland County 
Register of Deeds; and 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Troy has received in its place a permanent easement for water main 
from the property owner of Sidwell #88-20-10-351-018, Sunset Plaza Shopping Center, LLC;  
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the portion of the permanent water main easement as 
recorded in Liber 15191, Page 262 is hereby ABANDONED, and that City Council 
AUTHORIZES the Mayor and City Clerk to EXECUTE a Quit Claim deed to the property 
owners Sunset Plaza Shopping Center, LLC for that portion of the abandoned water main 
easement; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the permanent easement for water main from Sunset 
Plaza Shopping Center, LLC, owners of the property having Sidwell #88-20-10-351-018 is 
hereby ACCEPTED; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the City Clerk shall RECORD both the Quit Claim Deed and 
permanent easement with the Oakland County Register of Deeds, a copy of which shall be 
ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 
 

J-6 Request for Acceptance of Two Warranty Deeds, Three Easements and 
Declaration of a Non-Access Greenbelt Easement from CP Ventures Limited 
Partnership, Sidwell #88-20-14-226-026, 027, 028, 029, 030 and 046 

 
Suggested Resolution 
Resolution #2011-12-      
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council herby ACCEPTS two warranty deeds for a detention pond 
and road right-of-way, three easements for water mains, sanitary sewers and storm, and the 
declaration of a non-access greenbelt easement from CP Ventures Limited Partnership, 
owners of the properties having Sidwell #88-20-14-226-026, 027, 028, 029, 030 and 046; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Clerk is hereby DIRECTED to record the warranty 
deeds, easements and declaration with the Oakland County Register of Deeds, a copy of 
which shall be ATTACHED to the original Minutes of this meeting. 

K. MEMORANDUMS AND FUTURE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS: 
K-1 Announcement of Public Hearings: None Submitted 
 
K-2 Memorandums (Items submitted to City Council that may require consideration at 
 some future point in time): None Submitted 

 

L. COUNCIL REFERRALS:  
Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for 
Placement on the Agenda 

L-1  Council Referrals: 
a) Mayor Daniels Submitted a PowerPoint Presentation by David Wisz 

(Mr. Wisz will have the opportunity to speak and show the presentation under 
Public Comment for the allowed 5 minutes. City Council has the option to allow 
him additional time through a waiver of the Rules of Procedure.)  
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b) Mayor Daniels Submitted Proposed Amendments to the City Council Rules of 
Procedure 

M. COUNCIL COMMENTS 
M-1   No Council Comments Advanced 

N. REPORTS 
N-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 
a) Parks and Recreation Advisory Board-Final – September 15, 2011 

N-2 Department Reports: None Submitted 
 
N-3  Letters of Appreciation: None Submitted 
 
N-4  Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: None Proposed 
 

O. STUDY ITEMS 
O-1  City Council Rules of Procedure 
a) 2010-2011 City Council Rules of Procedure 
b) City Council Rules of Procedure with Tracked Changes Proposed by Mayor 

Daniels 
 

P. CLOSED SESSION:  

P-1  T.R. Pieprzak v. Troy  
 

Q. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUTURE CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
 



CITY COUNCIL AGENDA December 5, 2011 
 

- 8 - 

 
SCHEDULED REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 

Monday, December 19, 2011 ........................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, January 9, 2012  ................................................................................ Regular Meeting 
Monday, January 23, 2012 ............................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, February 6, 2012 ............................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, February 20, 2012 ............................................................................. Regular Meeting 
Monday, March 5, 2012  ................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, March 19, 2012 .................................................................................. Regular Meeting 
Monday, April 2, 2012  ..................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, April 16, 2012 .................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, May 7, 2012 ....................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, May 14, 2012 ..................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, June 4, 2012 ...................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, June 18, 2012 .................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, July 9, 2012 ....................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, July 23, 2012 ..................................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, August 13, 2012 ................................................................................ Regular Meeting 
Monday, August 27, 2012 ................................................................................ Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 10, 2012 .......................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, September 24, 2012 .......................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, October 8, 2012 ................................................................................. Regular Meeting 
Monday, October 22, 2012 ............................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, November 12, 2012 ........................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, November 26, 2012 ........................................................................... Regular Meeting 
Monday, December 3, 2012 ............................................................................. Regular Meeting 
Monday, December 17, 2012 ........................................................................... Regular Meeting 
 

 

SCHEDULED SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
 
Monday, April 23, 2012 .............................................................. Special Budget Study Session 
Monday, April 30, 2012 .............................................................. Special Budget Study Session 
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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM  
 

 
December 2, 2011 
 
 
To:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
  
From:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
  Tom Darling, Interim Director of Financial and Administrative Services 
   
Subject: Submittal of the 2011 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) 
 
 
 
We are pleased to present the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) prepared by City 
staff and reviewed by the City’s auditors, the Rehmann Robson Group, for the period ending June 30, 
2011.   
 
The auditors have issued an unqualified or “clean” opinion on the CAFR.  This is the highest opinion 
that can be issued from an independent auditor. 
 
Hard copies of the CAFR are attached to your agenda materials, and are available for public viewing 
at the City Clerk’s Office, the Library and on the City’s web site. 
 
If you have any questions about the information contained within this document, please contact us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TD/bt\AGENDA ITEMS\2011\12.05.11 - Submittal of the 2011 CAFR 
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1500 W. Big Beaver Rd. 
2nd Floor 
Troy, MI  48084 
Ph: 248.952.5000 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT 
 
 

December 1, 2011 
 
 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Troy, Michigan 
 
 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the 
business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, 
and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Troy, Michigan (the “City”), as of 
and for the year ended June 30, 2011, which collectively comprise the City’s basic financial 
statements as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of 
the City’s management. Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements 
based on our audit.  
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and the significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that 
our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinions. 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the respective financial position of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the 
aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining 
fund information of the City of Troy, Michigan, as of June 30, 2011, and the respective changes 
in financial position and cash flows, where applicable, thereof and the budgetary comparison for 
the general fund, for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 
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In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
December 1, 2011, on our consideration of the City’s internal control over financial reporting 
and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, 
and not to provide an opinion on the internal control over financial reporting or on compliance.  
That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards and should be considered in assessing the results of our audit. 
 
The Management’s Discussion and Analysis presented on pages 3-10 and the Schedules of 
Funding Progress and Employer’s Contributions on pages 70-72 are not a required part of the 
basic financial statements but are supplementary information required by accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. We have applied certain limited procedures, 
which consisted principally of inquiries of management regarding the methods of measurement 
and presentation of the required supplementary information.  However, we did not audit the 
information and express no opinion on it. 
 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the City’s basic financial statements. The introductory section, combining 
and individual fund financial statements and schedules, and statistical tables as listed in the table 
of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the 
basic financial statements.  The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is 
presented for the purposes of additional analysis as required by U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations, and 
is also not a required part of the basic financial statements.  The combining and individual fund 
financial statements and schedules and schedule of expenditures of federal awards have been 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, in 
our opinion, are fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic financial statements 
taken as a whole.  The introductory section and statistical tables, as listed in the table of contents, 
have not been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial 
statements and, accordingly, we express no opinion on them. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS BASED 

ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

 
December 1, 2011 

 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Troy, Michigan 
 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type 
activities, the discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the aggregate 
remaining fund information of the City of Troy, Michigan (the “City”) as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 2011, which collectively comprise the City’s basic financial statements, and have 
issued our report thereon dated December 1, 2011. We conducted our audit in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards 
applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. 
 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting  
 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City’s internal control over financial 
reporting as a basis for designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinions on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the City’s internal control over financial reporting.  Accordingly, we do not 
express an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control over financial reporting. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to 
prevent, or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a 
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable 
possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, 
or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  
 

Our consideration of internal control over financial reporting was for the limited purpose 
described in the first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in 
internal control over financial reporting that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies or 
material weaknesses. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over financial 
reporting that we consider to be material weaknesses, as described above. 
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Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City’s financial statements are free 
of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and 
material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an 
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, 
we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards.  
 
In addition, we noted certain matters that we reported to management of the City of Troy in a 
separate letter dated December 1, 2011. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the City Council, management, 
others within the organization, and federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities and is not 
intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
REQUIREMENTS THAT COULD HAVE A DIRECT AND MATERIAL EFFECT ON 
EACH MAJOR PROGRAM AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH OMB CIRCULAR A-133 
 

December 1, 2011 
 
 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Troy, Michigan 
 
 
 
Compliance 
 
We have audited the compliance of the City of Troy, Michigan (the City) with the types of 
compliance requirements described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and material effect on each of 
the City’s major federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2011. The City’s major federal 
programs are identified in the summary of auditors’ results section of the accompanying 
schedule of findings and questioned costs. Compliance with the requirements of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants applicable to each of its major federal programs is the 
responsibility of the City of Troy, Michigan’s management.  Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on the City’s compliance based on our audit. 
 
We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted 
in the United States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and 
OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. 
Those standards and OMB Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements 
referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program 
occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about the City’s compliance 
with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the 
circumstances. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit 
does not provide a legal determination on the City’s compliance with those requirements.  
 
In our opinion, the City complied, in all material respects, with the requirements referred to 
above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal programs for the 
year ended June 30, 2011.  However, the results of our auditing procedures disclosed an instance 
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of noncompliance with those requirements, which is required to be reported in accordance with 
OMB Circular A-133 and which is described in the accompanying schedule of findings and 
questioned costs as item 2011-1. 
 
Internal Control Over Compliance 
 
The management of the City of Troy, Michigan is responsible for establishing and maintaining 
effective internal control over compliance with requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and 
grants applicable to federal programs. In planning and performing our audit, we considered the 
City’s internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material 
effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose 
of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on internal control over 
compliance in accordance with OMB Circular A-133, but not for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion on the effectiveness of internal control over compliance.  Accordingly, we do not 
express an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control over compliance.   
 
A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control 
over compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing 
their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal 
control over compliance is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance, such that there is a reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of 
compliance requirement of a federal program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on 
a timely basis.  
 
Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in 
the first paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal 
control over compliance that might be deficiencies, significant deficiencies or material 
weaknesses. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we 
consider to be material weakness, as defined above. 
 
The City’s response to the finding identified in our audit is described in the accompanying 
schedule of findings and questioned costs. We did not audit the City’s response and, accordingly, 
we express no opinion on the response. 
 
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the City Council, management, 
others in the organization, and federal awarding agencies and pass-through entities and is not 
intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
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1. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 
 

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards (the “Schedule”) includes 
the federal grant activity of the City of Troy, Michigan under programs of the federal 
government for the year ended June 30, 2011. The information in this schedule is 
presented in accordance with the requirements of OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, 
Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations.  Because the schedule presents only a 
selected portion of the operations of the City, it is not intended to and does not present the 
financial position, changes in net assets or cash flows of the City.  
 

2.  SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the modified accrual basis of 
accounting. Such expenditures are recognized following the cost principles contained in 
OMB Circular A-133, Cost Principles for Non-profit Organizations, wherein certain types 
of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to reimbursement. Negative amounts 
shown on the Schedule represent adjustments or credits made in the normal course of 
business to amounts reported as expenditures in the prior years. Pass-through entity 
identifying numbers are presented where available. 

 
 

* * * * * * 
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SECTION I – SUMMARY OF AUDITOR’S RESULTS 
 
Financial Statements 
 
Type of auditor’s report issued: Unqualified 
 
Internal control over financial reporting: 
 Material weakness(es) identified?    yes  X  no 
  
 Significant deficiencies identified?    yes  X  none reported 
 
Noncompliance material to financial 
 statements noted?    yes  X  no 
 
Federal Awards 
 
Internal control over major programs: 
 Material weakness(es) identified?    yes  X  no 
  
 Significant deficiencies identified?    yes  X  none reported 
 
Type of auditor’s report issued on compliance 
 for major programs: Unqualified 
 
Any audit findings disclosed that are required to 
 be reported in accordance with Circular A-133, 
 Section 510(a)?  X  yes    no 
 
Identification of Major Programs: 
 
CFDA Number(s) Name of Federal Program or Cluster 
20.205   Highway Planning & Construction 
81.128 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 

Grant Program 
 
Dollar threshold used to distinguish  
 between Type A and Type B programs: $300,000 
 
Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee?  Yes 
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SECTION II – FINANCIAL STATEMENT FINDINGS 
 
None reported 
 
SECTION III – FEDERAL AWARD FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
 
U.S. Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth 
 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Grant CFDA #81.128 
 
2011-1 - Reporting – Immaterial Noncompliance 
 
Criteria: According to the grant agreement between the City of Troy and the U.S. Department 

of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth, Federal Financial Reports, Progress Reports 
and ARRA Section 1512 reports are required to be submitted each quarter to the U.S. 
Department of Energy within 75 days after quarter-end.  

 
Condition: There were four instances where the City submitted their reports late to the U.S. 

Department of Energy. One instance was with the Federal Financial Report, two 
instances were with the Progress Reports and one instance was with the ARRA 
Section 1512 reports. 

 
Cause:  The City had a change in the personnel of who was responsible for submitting the 

reports and they were unaware of the timing of which these reports were required to 
be submitted to the U.S. Department of Energy.  

 
Effect:   As a result of this condition, the City did not fully comply with the reporting 

requirements of the grant. 
 

Recommendation: 
  We recommend that the City carefully review each grant agreement and compliance 

supplement (where applicable) to determine the applicable compliance requirements, 
and develop internal controls to ensure they are met. 

 
View of  
Responsible 
Officials: The City will continue to work towards developing and maintaining internal controls 

over compliance to ensure that they are in compliance with all federal program 
requirements going forward. 

 



THE CITY OF TROY, MICHIGAN 
 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2011 
  
 
 

- 135 - 

SECTION IV – PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 
 
None noted 
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COMMUNICATION WITH THOSE CHARGED WITH GOVERNANCE 
UNDER SAS NO. 114 

 
December 1, 2011 

 
 
To the Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
City of Troy, Michigan  
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type 
activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund, and the 
aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Troy, Michigan (the “City”) for the year 
ended June 30, 2011, and have issued our report thereon dated December 1, 2011.  Professional 
standards require that we provide you with the following information related to our audit. 
 
Our Responsibility Under Auditing Standards Generally Accepted in the United States of 
America and OMB Circular A-133 
 
As stated in our engagement letter dated February 23, 2011, our responsibility, as described by 
professional standards, is to express opinions about whether the financial statements prepared by 
management with your oversight are fairly presented, in all material respects, in conformity with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  Our audit of the 
financial statements does not relieve you or management of your responsibilities.   
 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City’s internal control over financial 
reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinions on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over 
financial reporting. We also considered internal control over compliance with requirements that 
could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program in order to determine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and 
report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OMB Circular A-133. 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City’s financial statements are free 
of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material 
effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on 
compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit. Also, in accordance with 
OMB Circular A-133, we examined, on a test basis, evidence about the City’s compliance with 
the types of compliance requirements described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement applicable to each of its major federal 
programs for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the City’s compliance with those 
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requirements. While our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion, it does not provide a 
legal determination on the City’s compliance with those requirements. 
 
Planned Scope and Timing of the Audit 
 
We performed the audit according to the planned scope and timing previously communicated to 
you in our engagement letter and our meeting about planning matters on September 26, 2011. 
 
Significant Results of the Audit 
 
Qualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices  
 
Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies.  In 
accordance with the terms of our engagement letter, we will advise management about the 
appropriateness of accounting policies and their application.  The significant accounting policies 
used by the City are described in Note 1 to the financial statements.  Other than the adoption of 
GASB Statement No. 54, which is described in Note 1 of the financial statements, no other new 
accounting policies were adopted and the application of existing policies was not changed during 
the year.  We noted no transactions entered into by the governmental unit during the year for 
which there is a lack of authoritative guidance or consensus.  There are no significant 
transactions that have been recognized in the financial statements in a different period than when 
the transaction occurred. 
 
Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management 
and are based on management’s knowledge and experience about past and current events and 
assumptions about future events.  Certain accounting estimates are particularly sensitive because 
of their significance to the financial statements and because of the possibility that future events 
affecting them may differ significantly from those expected. The most sensitive estimates 
affecting the financial statements were: 

 
� Management’s estimate of the useful lives of depreciable capital assets is based on 

the length of time it is believed that those assets will provide some economic benefit 
in the future. 

 
� Management’s estimate of the accrued compensated absences is based on current 

hourly rates and policies regarding payment of sick and vacation banks.  
 

� Management’s estimate of the allowance for uncollectible receivable balances is 
based on past experience and future expectation for collection of various account 
balances. 
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� Management’s estimate of the insurance claims incurred but not reported is based on 
information provided by the entity’s third party administrators and subsequent claims 
activity. 

 
� The assumptions used in the actuarial valuations of the employee retirement system 

pension plan, incentive plan for volunteer firefighters and the retiree health care trust 
fund plan (other post-employment benefits) are based on historical trends and 
industry standards.  

 
We evaluated the key factors and assumptions used to develop these estimates in determining 
that they are reasonable in relation to the financial statements taken as a whole. 
 
Difficulties Encountered in Performing the Audit 
 
We encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing and 
completing our audit. 
 
Corrected and Uncorrected Misstatements 
 
Professional standards require us to accumulate all known and likely misstatements identified 
during the audit, other than those that are trivial, and communicate them to the appropriate level 
of management. Management has corrected all such misstatements.  In addition, none of the 
misstatements detected as a result of audit procedures and corrected by management were 
material, either individually or in the aggregate, to the financial statements taken as a whole. 
 

Disagreements with Management 
 
For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a disagreement with management as a 
financial accounting, reporting, or auditing matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, 
that could be significant to the financial statements or the auditor’s report.  We are pleased to 
report that no such disagreements arose during the course of our audit. 
 
Management Representations  
 
We have requested certain representations from management that are included in the attached 
management representation letter dated December 1, 2011. 
 
Management Consultations with Other Independent Accountants 
 
 



To the Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council 
City of Troy, Michigan 
December 1, 2011 
Page 4 

 
 

In some cases, management may decide to consult with other accountants about auditing and 
accounting matters, similar to obtaining a “second opinion” on certain situations.  If a 
consultation involves application of an accounting principle to the Entity’s financial statements 
or a determination of the type of auditor’s opinion that may be expressed on those statements, 
our professional standards require the consulting accountant to check with us to determine that 
the consultant has all the relevant facts.  To our knowledge, there were no such consultations 
with other accountants. 
 
Other Audit Findings or Issues  
 
We generally discuss a variety of matters, including the application of accounting principles and 
auditing standards, with management each year prior to retention as the governmental unit’s 
auditors. However, these discussions occurred in the normal course of our professional 
relationship and our responses were not a condition to our retention. 
 
This information is intended solely for the use of the City Council and management of the City 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 



CITY OF TROY 
 

Attachment A - Consideration of Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2011 
 

 
 

-A-1- 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the City of Troy (the “City”) as 
of and for the year ended June 30, 2011, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted 
in the United States of America, we considered the City’s internal control over financial reporting 
(internal control) as a basis for designing our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinions on the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the City’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the ’s internal control.  
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, 
or detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or 
combination of deficiencies in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a 
material misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and 
corrected on a timely basis.  
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be significant 
deficiencies or material weaknesses and, therefore, there can be no assurance that all such 
deficiencies have been identified. We did not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we 
consider to be material weaknesses. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Review and Approval of Journal Entries 
 
Currently, there is no procedure in place at the City for reviewing and approving journal entries 
which are being made by the accountants. Each accountant has the access to post entries into the 
general ledger without adequate review and approval over the journal entry. We recommend that the 
City implement procedures to ensure that journal entries are being reviewed and approved prior to 
posting into the general ledger.  
 
Cash Management 
 
During the fiscal year 2011, the City did not request the reimbursement of funds for expenditures 
related to the Highway Planning and Construction grants with the Michigan Department of 
Transportation. By waiting to request all funds after year-end, the City lost out on potential interest 
revenue which would have been received by having more cash in the bank. All requests for 
reimbursement were done in October 2011, subsequent to year-end. We recommend that the City 
request reimbursement of funds throughout the year as expenses are incurred.  

*  *  *  *  * 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
November 30, 2011 
 
 
TO:    John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Tom Darling, Interim Director of Finance and Administrative Services 
   Sandra Kasparek, City Treasurer 
    
SUBJECT: City of Troy Investment Policy and Establishment of Investment Accounts 
 
 
The current investment policy was initially approved in November, 1999 and each year thereafter with 
the stipulation that it be reviewed and approved annually by City Council. The current policy has 
served us well during the past several years and is in compliance with Act 20 PA 1943, as amended. 
 
I would also like to update our resolution authorizing the establishment of investment accounts at the 
following institutions: Ambassador Funds, Bank of America; Charter One; Citizens Bank; First 
Michigan Bank; Comerica; Fifth Third Bancorp; Flagstar Bank; Huntington Bancshares; JP Morgan 
Chase & Co.; Merrill Lynch; Michigan Class-MBIA; Morgan Stanley Smith Barney; PNC Financial 
Services; Private Bancorp; and TCF National Bank.  

 
This policy is established in order to provide for the safety and diversification of investment accounts. 
 
The investment policy is in compliance with Act 20 PA 1943, as amended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TD/bt\AGENDA ITEMS\2011\12.05.11 – Investment Policy and Establishment of Investment Accounts 
 
 

BittnerA
Text Box
I-05



 

2 
 

CITY OF TROY INVESTMENT POLICY 
To Comply with Act 20 PA 1943, as amended 

 
 
Purpose:  It is the policy of the City of Troy to invest its funds in a manner which will provide 
the highest investment return with the maximum security while meeting the daily cash flow 
needs of the City and comply with all State statutes governing the investment of public funds. 
 
Scope:  This investment policy applies to all financial assets of the City.  These assets are 
accounted for in the various funds of the City and include the general fund, special revenue 
funds, debt service funds, and capital project funds (unless bond ordinances and resolutions 
are more restrictive), enterprise funds, internal service funds, trust and agency funds, and any 
new fund established by the City. 
 
Objectives:  The primary objectives, in priority order, of the City’s investment activities shall 
be: 
 
 Safety – Safety of principal is the foremost objective of the investment program.  

Investments shall be undertaken in a manner that seeks to insure the preservation of 
capital in the overall portfolio. 

 
 Diversification – The investments will be diversified by security type and institution in 

order that potential losses on individual securities do not exceed the income generated 
from the remainder of the portfolio. 

 
 Liquidity – The investment portfolio shall remain sufficiently liquid to meet all operating 

requirements that may be reasonably anticipated. 
 
 Return on Investment – The investment portfolio shall be designed with the objective of 

obtaining a rate of return throughout the budgetary and economic cycles, taking into 
account the investment risk constraints and the cash flow characteristics of the 
portfolio. 

 
Delegation of Authority to Make Investments:  Authority to manage the investment 
program is derived from the following:  City of Troy City Council’s most current resolution 
establishing investment accounts (2010-11- 246 - I - 4).  Management responsibility for the 
investment program is hereby delegated to the City of Treasurer who shall establish written 
procedures and internal controls for the operation of the investment program consistent with 
this investment policy.  Procedures should include references to safekeeping, cash purchase 
or delivery vs. payment, investment accounting, repurchase agreements, wire transfer 
agreements, collateral/depository agreements and banking service contracts.  No person may 
engage in an investment transaction except as provided under the terms of this policy and the 
procedures established by the Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for all 
transactions undertaken and shall establish a system of controls.  The Investment Policy shall 
be reviewed and approved by the City Council annually. 
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List of Authorized Investments:  The Treasurer is limited to investments authorized by Act 
20 of 1943, as amended, and may invest in the following: 
 

(a) Bonds, securities, and other obligations of the United States or an agency or 
instrumentality of the United States. 

(b) Certificates of deposit, savings accounts, deposit accounts, or depository of a 
financial institution.  Authorized depositories shall be designated by the City of 
Troy City Council. 

(c) Commercial paper rated at the time of purchase with the highest classifications 
established by not less than two standard rating services and that matures not 
more than 270 days after the date of purchase. 

(d) Repurchase agreements consisting of instruments listed in (a). 
(e) Bankers’ acceptances of United States banks. 
(f) Obligations of this state or any of its political subdivisions that at the time of 

purchase are rated investment grade by not less than one standard rating service. 
(g) Investment pools through an interlocal agreement under the urban cooperation act 

of 1967, 1987 (Ex Sess) PA 7, MCL 124.501 to 124.512 
(h) Investment pools organized under the surplus funds investment pool act, 1982 PA 

367, 129.111 to 129.118. 
(i) The investment pools organized under the local government investment pool act, 

1986 PA 121, MCL 129.141 to 129.150. 
 

Safekeeping and Custody:  All security transactions, including collateral for repurchase 
agreements and financial institution deposits, entered into by the Treasurer may be on a cash 
basis or a delivery vs. payment basis as determined by the Treasurer.  Securities may be held 
by a third party custodian designated by the Treasurer and evidenced by safekeeping receipts 
as determined by the Treasurer. 
 
Prudence:  Investments shall be made with judgment and care, under circumstances then 
prevailing, which persons of prudence, discretion, and intelligence exercise in the 
management of their own affairs, not for speculation, but for investment, considering the 
probable safety of their capital as well as the probable income to be derived. 
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 
December 02, 2011 
 
 
TO:    The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
 
FROM:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
    
SUBJECT: Resolution Recommending that the State of Michigan Require Municipalities to 

Adopt the City of Troy’s Template for Transparency in Government  
 
 
As requested by Council, attached is the above reference resolution for your consideration.  And 
please know that we are working on indicating vacation and sick pay outs, car allowance, as well as 
longevity and overtime as separate elements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C: Tom Darling, Interim Director of Administration and Financial Services 
 Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Lisa Burnham, Senior Accountant 
Gert Paraskevin, Information Technology Director 

 Peggy Sears, Human Resources Director 

 Cindy Stewart, Community Affairs Director 
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Open Troy
Transparency in Government

Open Troy

Welcome to the City of Troy's transparency in government site. Open Troy is a user friendly site that provides information related to City expenditures. Click 
on any of the boxes below to access details about that category of information.  
 
In addition under Resources on the left are links to other documents related to the City's performance and finances.  

Open Troy | City of Troy, MI

DRAFT

DRAFT
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Check Register

Welcome to the City of Troy Online Check Register. This site includes data from the City of Troy's General Operating Accounts Payable system for the 
current and previous fiscal years. 

Register Date: 11/3/2011  11/3/2011   
Submit  

Date Payee Amount Void Date
[-] 11/3/2011 3M $4,148.68

Invoice # Date Description Amount
TP14190 10/7/2011 Sign Film $1,242.00

TP14185 10/7/2011 Pavement Markings $2,440.93

TP14191 10/11/2011 Sign Film $465.75

[+] 11/3/2011 A & L SYSTEMS-ALL LOCATIONS $204.05

[+] 11/3/2011 ADVANCED WIRELESS TELECOM $600.00

[-] 11/3/2011 AIRGAS GREAT LAKES $8.93

Invoice # Date Description Amount
9900381033 9/30/2011 COMM CENTER SUPPLIES-HELIUM $8.93

Check Register | City of Troy, MI
DRAFT

DRAFT

Searchable by
check date

Drill down to
invoice detail
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Purchasing Contracts

Welcome to the City of Troy Online Active Contract Database. 

Filter Results
Vendor or Bid Name:  Filter  

Bid Number Bid Name Department Vendor Resolution
Number

Commencement 
Date

ITB-COT 11-21 PREFAB RESTROOM 
FACILITY

Parks and 
Recreation CXT, INC. 2011-10-246-J-7 11/1/2011

RFP-COT 11-13 Communication Strategy Community 
Affairs Marketing Associates 2011-09-209-I-6 10/18/2011

ITB-COT 11-18 Ice Melt Compounds Streets Washington Elevator Company, Inc. 2011-10-220-J-4a 10/1/2011

ITB-COT 11-19 Tee Shirts Parks and 
Recreation ITA Printing 2011-09-218-J-4a 9/30/2011

ITB-COT 11-17 ASPHALT PATCHING 
MATERIAL - COLD PATCH Streets SAGINAW ASPHALT PAVING 

COMPANY 2011-08-202-J-4d 8/29/2011

RFP-COT 10-43 CATERER TROY 
COMMUNITY CENTER

Parks and 
Recreation ENCORE CATERING 2011-05-093-I-6 8/20/2011

ITB-COT 11-Fire 
Apparatus Fire Apparatus Fire Department Pierce Mfg C/O Halt Fire Inc. 2011-08-189 8/16/2011

Purchasing Contracts | City of Troy, MI
DRAFT

DRAFT

Click link to view
contract document
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Salaries and Benefits

Welcome to the City of Troy Online Salary Database. This site provides salary and benefit information for the last complete calendar year. Salaries represent 
Medicare wages as reported on W2's filed with the IRS.  
 
Troy offers a self-funded medical insurance plan. Where employees are enrolled in that plan noted with an “SF.” The actual cost of an employee’s self-funded 
benefits vary by employee based upon individual claims filed on behalf of the employee and/or his/her dependents. Accordingly, due to privacy concerns, 
these costs are not reported on an individual employee basis. The total cost for the self funded medical plan from January 1, 2010, through December 31, 
2010, was $XXXXXXX.  

Position:  
Search  
Position
Number Title Department Medicare

Wages FICA Retirement Health/Vision Dental Life Disability Total Compensation 
and Benefits

479320003
MSE-F 
Equipment 
Operator II

STS $53,701.95 $4,108.20 $9,601.06 $17,317.08 $1,397.50 $182.91 $301.82 $86,610.52

479320004
MSE-F 
Equipment 
Operator II

STS $55,012.33 $4,208.44 $9,386.98 $15,451.2 $1,397.50 $180.30 $300.36 $85,937.11

479320005
MSE-F 
Equipment 
Operator II

STS $52,839.33 $4,042.21 $10,146.69 $15,451.2 $1,397.50 $182.91 $301.82 $84,361.66

Salaries and Benefits | City of Troy, MI
DRAFT
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Check Register�
Purchasing Contracts�
Salaries and Benefits�
Collective Bargaining Agreements�
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Budget�
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Open Troy
Transparency in Government

Collective Bargaining Agreements

Welcome to the City of Troy Collective Bargaining Agreements site. Below you will find pdf copies of all current Collective Bargaining Agreements. The period 
covered by each agreement can be found on the cover page of the respective document. 

American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)•
Clerical and Non-Sworn Police Personnel - Michigan Association of Police(MAP)•
Troy Command Officers Association (TCOA)•
Troy Communications Supervisors Association (TCSA)•
Troy Fire Staff Officers Association (TFSOA)•
Troy Police Officers Association (TPOA)•

Collective Bargaining Agreements | City of Troy, MI

Click link to view
agreement
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Council Member Fleming performed the Invocation.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was 
given. 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER: 

A Regular Meeting of the Troy City Council was held Monday, November 28, 2011, at City Hall, 
500 W. Big Beaver Road.  Mayor Daniels called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

B. ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Janice Daniels 
Jim Campbell 
Wade Fleming 
Dave Henderson 
Maureen McGinnis 
Dane Slater 
Doug Tietz 

 

C. CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  
C-1 Certificates of Recognition and Special Presentations  
 
a) On behalf of the City of Troy, Mayor Janice Daniels presented a proclamation to Pam 

Brady recognizing the America Recycles 2011 “It All Comes Back to You” program. 
b) Robin Beltramini presented a report from the NLC Congress of Cities and Exposition 
 

D. CARRYOVER ITEMS: 
D-1 No Carryover Items  
 

E. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
E-1 No Public Hearings 
 
Vote on Resolution to Suspend Rules of Procedure for the City Council, Rule #25 – Video 
and Audio Presentations 
 
Resolution #2011-11-269 
Moved by Fleming 
Seconded by Henderson 
 
RESOLVED, That City Council hereby SUSPENDS Rules of Procedure for the City Council, 
Rule #25 - Video and Audio Presentations to permit David Wisz to give a presentation on the 
Transit Center. 
 
Yes: Daniels, Fleming, Henderson 
No: Campbell, McGinnis, Slater, Tietz 
 
MOTION FAILED 

BittnerA
Text Box
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F. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Wilson, Ron Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Bloomingdale, Bruce Spoke about discussion from the Study Session held on November 21 

2011. 
Arking, Robert,  Spoke about low taxes and high services in Troy. 
Hutson, Michael Spoke about the Troy Master Plan in support of the Transit Facility. 
Peters, Richard Spoke about various topics. 
Wengrow, Irv Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
Brake, Dan Spoke on Item N-6. 
Bhatt, Kumar Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
Reinhardt, Marvin Spoke about various topics. 
Tagle, John Spoke about the Transit Facility. 
Hodges, Michele Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
Wells, John Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
Savage, James Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Hendrickson, Rhonda Spoke about Item I-5 and 7-day operation of the Library. 
Grix, E. James Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Kajma, Linda Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
Wisz, David Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Rosenbaum, Richard Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Baxi, Minesh Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Abrahim, Edna Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
Schepke, Gordon Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Finley, Derek Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
Cherasaro, Nicholas Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Burke, Thomas Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Johansson, Steve Spoke in opposition of the Transit Facility. 
Kotubey, Jordan Spoke in support of the Transit Facility. 
 
The meeting RECESSED at 9:53 PM. 
 
The meeting RECONVENED at 10:01 PM. 
 

G. RESPONSE / REPLY TO PUBLIC COMMENT 

H. POSTPONED ITEMS: 

H-1  No Postponed Items 
 

I. REGULAR BUSINESS: 
I-1 Board and Committee Appointments: City Council Appointments – Parks & 

Recreation Board, Southeastern Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
General Assembly 
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b) City Council Appointments 
 
Resolution #2011-11-270 
Moved by Fleming 
Seconded by McGinnis 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPOINTS the following person to serve on the 
Boards as indicated: 
 
Parks & Recreation Board 
Appointed by Council – (7-Regular) - 3 Year Term; (1-Troy School Board) - 1-Year Term 
 
Aditya Yelamanchi                   Student Representative Term Expires 7/31/2012 
 

 

Yes: All-7 
No: None 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Resolution #2011-11-271 
Moved by McGinnis 
Seconded by Fleming 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPOINTS the following persons to serve on the 
Boards as indicated: 
 
Southeastern Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) General Assembly 
Appointed by Council  (1-Delgate & 1-Alternate) Appointment Every Odd Year Election   
  
James Campbell                                         Delegate Term Expires 11/11/2013 
  
Mark F. Miller                                              Alternate Term Expires 11/11/2013 
 
Yes: All-7 
No: None 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
I-2 Board and Committee Nominations: None Scheduled 
 
I-3 Request for Closed Session – No Closed Session Requested 
 
I-4 Contract Amendment – Mowing and Landscape Maintenance Services 
 
Resolution #2011-11-272 
Moved by McGinnis 
Seconded by Campbell 
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WHEREAS, On March 15, 2010, Troy City Council awarded a three-year contract for Mowing 
and Landscape Maintenance Services for municipal grounds and abandoned properties with an 
option to renew for two additional years to the low total bidder, Green Meadows Lawnscape, 
Inc. for an estimated annual cost of $229,328.00 expiring December 31, 2012 (Resolution 
#2010-03-071); and  
 
WHEREAS, It’s the City’s objective to have the irrigated athletic fields mowed frequently so the 
turf does not exceed a growth rate of one (1) inch between mowing schedules, which is 
essential in order to minimize liability and allow for consistent and ongoing athletic play;  
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Troy City Council hereby AMENDS the 2012 contract with 
Green Meadows Lawnscape Inc to provide for more frequent mowing on irrigated athletic fields 
as allowed in the original bid documents, for an additional $41,000.00 at unit prices as 
tabulated on March 1, 2010.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Troy City Council hereby CONFIRMS mowing services 
rendered during the 2011 season over approved amounts for irrigated athletic fields totaling an 
estimated $41,000.00. 
 
Yes: All-7 
No: None 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
I-5 Possible Changes of Hours of Operation of the Troy Public Library So As to Keep 

It Open on Saturday 
 
Resolution to Amend Item I-5 Possible Changes of Hours of Operation of the Troy Public 
Library So As to Keep It Open on Saturday to Recommend Item d) Proposed Resolution 
for Seven-Day Operation of the Troy Public Library Effective January 7, 2012 
 
d) Proposed Resolution for Seven-Day Operation of the Troy Public Library  
 
Moved by Daniels 
Seconded by Henderson 
 
WHEREAS, The 2011/12 Troy Public Library Budget and the Troy Public Library 3-Year 
Budget were approved on September 26, 2011, and provide for Library service Monday 
through Friday, and Sunday; and 
 
WHEREAS, A seven-day operation of Troy Public Library will expend more than the dedicated 
millage revenue will generate from Fiscal Year 2012/13 through the life of the millage and 
would create a financial deficit in the Library Fund Balance starting with Fiscal Year 2012/13; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, An annual subsidy from the General Fund is necessary to prevent a deficit in the 
Library Fund Balance from Fiscal Year 2012/13 through the life of the millage. 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby AMENDS the 2011/12 Troy 
Public Library Budget and the Troy Public Library 3-Year Budget to reflect an additional 
$340,000 in expenditures per year. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby AUTHORIZES a budget 
amendment to reflect an annual subsidy from the General Fund in an amount to eliminate a 
deficit position in the Library Fund currently estimated to be $1,330,688 through the life of the 
Library millage. 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby DIRECTS City Management to 
operate the Troy Public Library seven days per week, effective January 7, 2012. 
 
Vote on Resolution to Substitute Item I-5 d) Proposed Resolution for Seven-Day 
Operation of the Troy Public Library Effective January 7, 2012 with Item I-5 b) Proposed 
Resolution for Six-Day Operation of the Troy Public Library – Closure Day Friday 
 
Resolution #2011-11- 
Moved by Slater 
Seconded by Campbell 
 
RESOLVED, That the preceding resolution for Item I-5 d) Proposed Resolution for Seven-Day 
Operation of the Troy Public Library Effective January 7, 2011 be SUBSTITUTED with the 
following: 
 

b) Proposed Resolution for Six-Day Operation of the Troy Public Library 
– Closure Day Friday 

 
WHEREAS, The 2011/12 Troy Public Library Budget and the Troy Public Library 
3-Year Budget were approved on September 26, 2011, and provide for Library 
service Monday through Friday, and Sunday. 
 
WHEREAS, In order to amend Library service days to include Saturday and 
close on Friday, an amendment of both budgets is required. 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby AMENDS the 2011/12 Troy Public 
Library Budget and the Troy Public Library 3-Year Budget to reflect an additional 
$35,000 in expenditures per year. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby DIRECTS City 
Management to continue six-day operation of the Troy Public Library with the 
day of closure being Friday effective the week of January 1, 2012. 

 
Yes: Slater, Campbell, Fleming, McGinnis 
No: Tietz, Daniels, Henderson 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
Vote on Resolution I-5 b) Proposed Resolution for Six-Day Operation of the Troy Public 
Library – Closure Day Friday 
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Resolution #2011-11- 
Moved by Slater 
Seconded by Campbell 
 
b) Proposed Resolution for Six-Day Operation of the Troy Public Library – Closure 

Day Friday 
 
WHEREAS, The 2011/12 Troy Public Library Budget and the Troy Public Library 3-Year 
Budget were approved on September 26, 2011, and provide for Library service Monday 
through Friday, and Sunday. 
 
WHEREAS, In order to amend Library service days to include Saturday and close on Friday, 
an amendment of both budgets is required. 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby AMENDS the 2011/12 Troy Public Library Budget 
and the Troy Public Library 3-Year Budget to reflect an additional $35,000 in expenditures per 
year. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby DIRECTS City Management to 
continue six-day operation of the Troy Public Library with the day of closure being Friday 
effective the week of January 1, 2012. 
 
Yes: Tietz, Campbell, Fleming, Henderson, McGinnis, Slater 
No: Daniels 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

CC Never Voted on Resolution Item I-5 d) below 
 

Vote on Original Amended Resolution for Item I-5 Possible Changes of Hours of 
Operation of the Troy Public Library So As to Keep It Open on Saturday Effective 
January 7, 2012 
 
d) Proposed Resolution for Seven-Day Operation of the Troy Public Library  
 
Resolution #2011-11- 
Moved by Daniels 
Seconded by Henderson 
 
WHEREAS, The 2011/12 Troy Public Library Budget and the Troy Public Library 3-Year 
Budget were approved on September 26, 2011, and provide for Library service Monday 
through Friday, and Sunday; and 
 
WHEREAS, A seven-day operation of Troy Public Library will expend more than the dedicated 
millage revenue will generate from Fiscal Year 2012/13 through the life of the millage and 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES - Draft November 28, 2011 
 

- 7 - 

would create a financial deficit in the Library Fund Balance starting with Fiscal Year 2012/13; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, An annual subsidy from the General Fund is necessary to prevent a deficit in the 
Library Fund Balance from Fiscal Year 2012/13 through the life of the millage. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby AMENDS the 2011/12 Troy 
Public Library Budget and the Troy Public Library 3-Year Budget to reflect an additional 
$340,000 in expenditures per year. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby AUTHORIZES a budget 
amendment to reflect an annual subsidy from the General Fund in an amount to eliminate a 
deficit position in the Library Fund currently estimated to be $1,330,688 through the life of the 
Library millage. 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby DIRECTS City Management to 
operate the Troy Public Library seven days per week, effective January 7, 2012. 
 
Yes:  
No:  
 
MOTION 
 

J. CONSENT AGENDA: 
J-1a Approval of “J” Items NOT Removed for Discussion 
 
Resolution #2011-11- 
Moved by Fleming 
Seconded by McGinnis 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES all items on the Consent Agenda as 
presented. 
 
Yes: All-7 
No: None 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
J-1b  Address of “J” Items Removed for Discussion by City Council  
 
J-2  Approval of City Council Minutes 
 
Resolution #2011-11- 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES the following Minutes as submitted: 
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a) Regular City Council Meeting of November 21, 2011 
 
J-3 Proposed City of Troy Proclamations 
 
Resolution #2011-11- 
 
RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby APPROVES the following City of Troy 
Proclamation: American Recycles 2010 “It All Comes Back to You.” 
 
J-4 Standard Purchasing Resolutions: None Proposed 

K. MEMORANDUMS AND FUTURE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS: 
K-1 Announcement of Public Hearings: None Submitted 
 
K-2 Memorandums (Items submitted to City Council that may require consideration at 
 some future point in time): None Submitted 

L. COUNCIL REFERRALS:  
Items Advanced to the City Manager by Individual City Council Members for 
Placement on the Agenda 

L-1  No Council Referrals Submitted 

M. COUNCIL COMMENTS 

M-1   No Council Comments Advanced 
 
Council Member Tietz will be holding his first “office hours” on Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 
7:00 PM at the Troy Community Center. 
 
Council Member Fleming and Council Member Slater commented on N-5 Open Troy.  
 
Mayor Daniels commented on Item N-5 Open Troy and requested City Staff Item N-7 from the 
November 22, 2010 City Council Meeting as the example. 
 

N. REPORTS 
N-1 Minutes – Boards and Committees: 
a) Traffic Committee-Final-October 19, 2011 

Noted and Filed 
N-2 Department Reports: None Submitted 

Noted and Filed 
N-3  Letters of Appreciation:  
a) Letter of Appreciation from David Miros to Chief Mayer Regarding Citizens’ Police 

Academy 
Noted and Filed 
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N-4  Proposed Proclamations/Resolutions from Other Organizations: None Proposed 
Noted and Filed 

N-5  Open Troy 
Noted and Filed 

N-6  Total Wages and Employees for the City of Troy 
Noted and Filed 

N-7  Troy Multi-Modal Transit Facility – Estimated Project Costs 
Noted and Filed 

O. STUDY ITEMS 
O-1  No Study Items Presented 
 

P. CLOSED SESSION:  

P-1  No Closed Session Requested 
 

Q. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting ADJOURNED at 11:29 PM. 
 
 

Mayor Janice Daniels 
 
 
 
M. Aileen Bittner, CMC 
City Clerk 
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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM  
 

 
 
Date:              November 18, 2011 
 
To:   John Szerlag, City Manager     
  
From:  Mark F. Miller, Director of Economic and Community Development 
  Steven J. Vandette, City Engineer 
  Larysa Figol, Sr. Right-of-Way Representative 
 
Subject: Request to Abandon a Portion of an Existing Water Main Easement and Acceptance of a  
  Permanent Water Main Easement – Sidwell #88-20-10-351-018, Sunset Plaza Shopping  
  Center, LLC 
 
 
 
Background 
 
As part of a redevelopment project located in the Sunset Plaza Shopping Center (CVS Pharmacy) located in 
Section 10 on the north side of Long Lake Road, the Engineering Department received plans to redesign a 
portion of the water main to accommodate a reconfiguration of the existing facility.   
 
The City Engineering department has reviewed all proposed plans and has no objection to the abandonment 
of part of the existing water main easement previously granted to the City and recorded with Oakland County 
Register of Deeds in Liber 15191, Page 262.  
 
In its place, the Engineering department has received a new water main easement granted by Sunset Plaza 
Shopping Center, LLC, owner of the property having Sidwell #88-20-10-351-018 to the City of Troy. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
Staff recommends that City Council approve the request for abandonment of a portion of an existing water 
main easement by way of a quit claim deed to the current property owner. In addition, staff recommends that 
City Council accept the attached easement, consistent with our policy of accepting easements for 
development and improvement purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LAF/G\MEMOSTOMAYORANDCOUNCIL\SunsetPlazaEsmtAbandon11-18-11.doc 
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David L Wisz   
• Systems Engineering Degree - OU 
• Law Degree – MSU 
• Intellectual Property Attorney 
• Former Birmingham Parking and Safety Committee 
• Resident / Business Owner Birmingham 
• Former Troy Resident 
• Chair State Bar of Michigan Intellectual Property Section 

 
• I literally review the Future of Technology every day. 

 
• Technologist Carver Mead (Caltech): "We depend on the innovations 

of the citizens of a free economy to keep ahead of the bureaucrats 
and the people who make a living on control and planning.”  

 
• The passing of Steve Jobs and thoughts of what he invented reminds us how, 

in comparison, ill-equipped government bureaucrats bossing around tax 
dollars are able to plan industries of the present, much less the future.   
 
 

• Transit center and mass transit are NOT the future. 
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Transit Center AS Troy’s Solyndra… 
 

 

• $535 million govt’ loan guarantee - March 2009  
Bankrupt August 2011  
 

• When government takes money from the Private 
economy and puts it into a loser, it not only wastes 
that taxpayer money but it also denies that capital to 
some other project in the private economy that may 
have succeeded. {opportunity cost} 
 

• The Solyndra emails show HOW ILL-EQUIPPED 
GOVERNMENT IS TO PREDICT INDUSTRIES OF THE 
PRESENT, MUCH LESS THE FUTURE…  
 

2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just one current example



Mass Transit Has Been In Decline  
Since The End Of World War II.   

 
50%  then –  2% now 

  

• We the taxpayers - are forced to SUBSIDIZE at least two-thirds 
of the cost for every mass transit user.  

 

• Per person mile (ppm) of travel, govt’ spends 20 times as 
much on public transit as for roadways. 

  

• The "race" between the automobile and public transit is over. 
The auto has won.  [we are in Detroit; remember?] 

 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Six urban areas—Boston, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and DC—The “big six” account for two out of three transit passenger miles in America 
Nationwide, automobiles carry about 2.6 trillion passenger miles a year on urban highways and streets, and another 1.7 trillion on rural roads. mass transit, which carries less than 50 billion passenger miles a year, represents barely 1 percent of surface travel and 2 percent of urban travel.
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Total subsidies have increased almost 60% since 1960 while ridership revenues fell = more money from taxpayers pockets…



Some Context 
• U.S. population has grown more than 50 percent since 1960 

 

• DRIVING HAS INCREASED BY A WHOPPING 420 %.  

 

• Those who take mass transit to work FELL  since 1960.   

 ~ 13 % in 1960;   DOWN to ~ 5 %  in 2009 
 

• “transit rides” are non-workers or are being falsely counted   

 

• “Transit rides” (known as “unlinked trips”) are not the same as 
personal trips. If you ride a bus then transfer to a subway, you take 
one personal trip but the Dept of Trans.  counts it  twice! 
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Most Recent Trends 

• third quarter 2009 mass transit 6.1% below the levels of 2008 

 

• first three quarters of 2009 combined, it was down 3.8%.  

 

• mass transit ride costs increased  17.8% annual rate in the six 
months ended in November 2009,  Bureau of Labor Statistics.  

 

• Overall consumer prices increased only 4.2% same period. 
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GOVT’  WASTEFUL SPENDING  
Per Passenger Mile (PPM) 

• ROADS are about 3.2 cents ppm  but more than that is 
covered by actual user fees   

     ( vehicle registration fees, license fees, gas taxes, etc.)   
 

• = ROADS ARE NET REVENUE GENERATORS, i.e.,  “PROFIT” 
  
• Mass transit COSTS about 71 cents ppm with taxpayer-funded 

SUBSIDIES OF 53 CENTS ppm.   
 

• “Light rail” is even WORSE with SUBSIDIES OVER $1.73 ppm.   
 

• “High speed” rail  (which does not exist in USA) is a disaster 
[more on this below]  
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Govt’ Subsidies Cheat Motorists 

8 

•   

THINK OF THIS THE NEXT TIME YOU HIT A POT HOLE.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In December 2004, the Bureau of Transportation Statistics at the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) published its first and last report on the cost of the federal subsidies provided to each mode of transportation per passenger per 1,000 miles: cars, buses, airplanes, transit, and passenger railroad. The survey covered the years 1990 to 2002 and demonstrated
that motorists received the lowest federal subsidy per 1,000 passenger-miles and that transit and
Amtrak received by far the largest federal subsidies.



NOT so SMART  bus 
• In 2010, the SMART bus system cost taxpayers $122 million  

 
• Siphoned from Michigan’s annual road budget and county 

taxes  
 

• users pay less than 20% of costs. (not even counting capital 
expenses, e.g., the buses) 
 

• Over the next four years, SMART will generate deficits of: 
•  $5,800,000;  
• $10,800,000;  
• $15,400,000; and  
• $17,300,000.   

 
 

 

9 



Mass Transit :  
A Tale Of Inefficiency and Ineffectiveness.  
 • No Effort To Generate Compensatory Revenues From Users 

 
• In No City Is Transit Run On Sound Business Principles.  

 
• The reality is that virtually every planned rail system costs as much 

as leasing a car for every rider on an annual basis. 
 

• Yet… Spending on Bureaucrats…. 
 
• Ann Arbor Transit CEO Michael Ford = $183,895 in 2009. 

 
• Grand Rapids’ Transit CEO Peter Varga = $193,000 in 2009. 

 
• Flint’s Mass Transit general manager Robert Foy $106,800 in 2009 
 

= MORE TAXES 10 



More Mass Transit Failures… 
• Dallas, Texas, which opened three light rail branches and one commuter rail line in the 

1990s, experienced a net decline of 3,100 transit commuters during a period when 
employment increased by 96,000. 
 

• Portland, Oregon, with the nation's most aggressive "smart growth" policies and two new 
light rail lines, has seen the share of commuters using transit decline 20 percent since 1980 
(the census before the first light rail line was opened).  
 

• Washington, D.C., after more than $10 billion in rail expenditures, the area's transit work-
trip market share has declined from 15.2 % --which is where it was before the extensive 
subway system was opened--to 10.9 % (more gov’t Limos perhaps?). 
 

• Cincinnati's proposed light rail system would have cost $15.50 per new one-way ride, 
totaling $6,975 annually for each new commuter who takes two trips a day for 225 work 
days. In contrast, the same commuter could lease a $30,000 Lexus IS-300 for less than 
$5,500 annually. 

 
• Minneapolis "Hiawatha" light rail line, under construction, will cost $19.00 per new rider. 

This amounts to $8,550 annually per new commuter--enough to lease a BMW X-5 Sport 
Utility Vehicle. 
 

• San Francisco's proposed Third Street light rail line will cost $40.50 per new rider, which is 
equal to $18,225 annually per new rider. For the same money, each new commuter could 
lease a new Pontiac Grand Am throughout the "life" of the rail system plus more than 
100,000 miles of air travel at the average ticket rate each year.  
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HSR - Bullet Train to Bankruptcy  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ohio, Wisconsin, Florida don't want to put their taxpayers on the hook 
for projects destined for Insolvency Junction.  
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Bullet Train to Bankruptcy  
WOULD YOU PAY $1,000 SO THAT SOMEONE — PROBABLY NOT YOU — CAN 

RIDE A “HIGH-SPEED” TRAIN LESS THAN 60 MILES A YEAR? 

 

• That's what the Federal Rail Administration (FRA)  high-speed rail plan is 
going to cost: at least $90 BILLION, or $1,000 for every federal income 
taxpayer. Not included: $400 + per taxpayer for cost overruns.  

 

• TAXPAYERS ALREADY COVER AMTRAK OPERATING LOSES OF : $28 TO $84 
PER PASSENGER  

 

• In Michigan, FRA is merely proposing to boost the top speeds of Amtrak 
trains from 79 mph to 110 mph. A top speed of 110 mph means average 
speeds of only 60-70  mph.   1930s Speeds!  

 

• Michigan’s cost: more than $750 million. Proposed branches to Grand 
Rapids/Holland and Port Huron: bring the total above $1.5 billion, or $230 
for every Michigan resident, plus more than $50 MILLION PER YEAR in 
operating subsidies.  

13 
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Bullet Train to Bankruptcy - CA 

 
• California HSR Authority’ cost estimates  show the initial stretch will cost 

$10 billion to $13.9 billion. Project planners had previously pegged the 
section at $6.8 bill.  (Transit center increased from $3MIll to $10 Mill) 
 

• The project would  double the state’s bonded indebtedness, to $200 billion 
or more. This would cost each of California’s 40 million residents $275 to 
$320 annually for 30 years. 
 

• These estimates assume, $15 billion in “free money”: municipalities $5 
billion, and that private investors will contribute $35 to $54 billion.  

• (again same argument as  in Michigan) 
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Foreign FAILURE   
 

• HSR projects in Europe and Japan average $51 million per mile.   

 

• Per capita spending on rail alone in six European countries was comparable to the United States’ 
ENTIRE transportation budget, yet, these countries received a poor return on their money  

 

• more than 90 percent of passengers chose other travel modes—mostly auto—despite hefty mass 
transit subsidies. 

 

• SPAIN Since 2003,has spent more on rail than on roads. Yet EU reports rail in Spain accounts for 
only 5.1 per- cent of ridership, almost 2 percentage points below the EU-27 average of 6.9.   

 

• Despite Europe’s huge investment in passenger rail, its market share declined from 6.6 percent in 
1995 to 6.1 percent in 2007.  

 

• TAIWAN: Since opening, the system has lost $2.1 billion, leading The China Post to describe the 
situation as a “hyper-modern technology [that] was meant to be a source of pride, but instead has 
turned into a rich source of embarrassment.” 

 

• JAPANESE National Railway (JNR) was losing $20 billion per year and was issuing debt to cover all 
but the $5 billion covered by direct gov’t subsidies. By the mid-1980s, the JNR’s accumulated debt 
exceeded $300 billion. Recognizing that the JNR was not financially sustainable as a government 
program, the government began privatizing the passenger rail system in 1987  
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Spains failed “green” economy resulted in a huge recent victory for Conservatives…



China’s  FAILURE 
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Solyndra-like Green Fad  
 • In the bankrupt city of Flint, the transit authority bought 2  

   $1.1 million electric buses 

 

• In Lansing, the transit authority purchased a $783,000 hybrid bus. 

 

• These cost 50% to 100% percent more than a regular diesel bus - 
and that doesn't include the infrastructure costs. 

 

• The cost to reduce CO2 for hybrid bus was $1,000 per metric ton. 
The going rate in the “marketplace” is $10 per metric ton. 

 

• gee-whiz “green” products that sound good and make some people 
feel good, but fail by any measure....  

 

• "Their Real Goal Is To Con Taxpayers Into Giving Them More Money”  
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Does NOT even “save” Energy 
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Note however the numbers required to obtain even this.  Galvenston Light rail are ACTUAL numbers



FACTS   
• After decades of annual subsidies in the tens of billions of dollars, mass 

transit carries an insignificant number 
 

•  Transit subsidies are 100 times greater than highway subsidies, 
averaging 50 cents per passenger mile and $2.50 per transit ride. Light 
rail subsidies are nearly 250 times greater than highway subsidies. 
 

• Light rail transit is particularly wasteful, costing two-and-one-half to 
three times as much per passenger mile as other transit modes (Who 
will pay for the $10 million a year operational costs for the light-rail 
system along Woodward, from Detroit a to 8 Mile?) 
 

• High Speed Rail (average speeds of only 60-70  mph in MI) is the 
Ultimate boondoggle that States (except and MI) are running away from 
 

• Urban congestion is primarily a result of transportation planners short-
changing auto travel as they divert at least $9 billion a year in highway 
user fees to unproductive mass transit systems. 
 

19 



Who Really Wants This Transit 
Center Boondoggle? 

• UNWILLING TO FACE REALITY, THE USUAL BIG 
GOVERNMENT TYPES -  BUSY REPACKAGING AN 
EARLY LOSER (TROLLEYS), WITH A NEW NAME 
(LIGHT RAIL)  AND A NEW PUBLIC RELATIONS 
CAMPAIGN. 

 

• PASSENGER RAIL IS OLD TECHNOLOGY, ATTRACTIVE 
ONLY TO GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRATS, THE SAME 
PEOPLE WHO THINK WINDMILLS, TINY ELECTRIC 
CARS, AND SOLYNDRA ARE THE FUTURE. 
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In 1860 We traveled at 60MPH by Train
In 1960 We traveled at 600MPH by Jet
Old Technology is not The future
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Commissioner moore endorsed FAIR TRANSIT as the reason..
See the sponsorship on the bottom? AS you can see the sponsors are TRU and MOSES




 
 
•   
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Occupy wall street nuts



  •  MOSES: 
 ACORN-like agitation 
group associated with 
the umbrella 
GAMALIEL Foundation 
for whom Obama once 
worked as an 
“organizer.”   

 
•  GAMALIEL:  
MI Council of American 
Islamic relations (CAIR); 
SEIU; and 
Other Public Sector 
Unions 
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Secretary of Transportation LaHood:  “This is a way to coerce people out of their cars.

Ministers in Chicago :  “We have partners on several important issues – from public union funding to gun control,…” “but it is also important to make sure that there is funding for mass transit” [Faith Alliance for Fair Transit Funding” event, May 2009]




TRANSIT NOW! GOALS 

•  The “Right” to Public transit as “fairness” 

 

•  “fair transit”   AS   “social justice”  

 

•  on par with a “right” to health care. 

 
• Will You Admit Support For This Agenda To Voters ? 

 24 



Transit Center =  
Glorified Bus Station 
•   
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Directly linked into TROY 
 
209 times a day (at least) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
209 BUS trips into troy…. SMART will coordinate ALL through troy.
209 Buses into troy… Direct connection with Detroit transit center…


 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
FOR THE TROY TRANSIT CENTER 
INTERMODAL RAIL PASSENGER FACILITY 
OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN 




Who Does Actually Occupy  
Transit Centers ? 

• All you have to do is look at the Evidence from 
Detroit Transit Center …. 
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Detroit Transit Center 
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Detroit Transit Center 
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The Transit Center  IS  Troy’s  Solyndra… 
 • Governing ought to be about making wise choices.  THE CASE AGAINST IS 

OVERWHELMING. Good government can at least not make problems worse. 
 

• THE CASE IN FAVOR RESTS ON FASHIONABLE PLATITUDES.  
 

• Mass transit is the past;  not an "investment in the future”.  
 
• Birmingham already wasted $300,000 just planning it (that we know of). 

 
• Costs expanded from $3 Million to over $10 Million… 
 
• How much $ has Troy already wasted  ? 

 
• Grand Sakwa Appeal (what tax revenue is Troy giving away?) 

 
 

JUST STOP THROWING GOOD MONEY AFTER BAD. 
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BORN INTO DEBT… 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• $ from Federal Govt’ is STILL taxpayer money. 
 

• every baby born today owes $45,000 as his share of the 
federal  debt.  
 

•  every taxpayer owes $127,000 of the fed debt. 
 

JUST STOP THROWING GOOD MONEY AFTER BAD. 
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This is not free money, irrespective of what local politicians say about federal money
To paraphrase hillary cllnton: DON’T Build it For the children…..
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1. APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR PRO TEM 
The Mayor Pro Tem shall be elected by the Council from among its members, annually in 
November. 

2. DESIGNATION OF ACTING MAYOR 
In the absence or disability of the Mayor and the Mayor Pro Tem, the Council Member 
present who has served longest shall be designated Acting Mayor and shall perform the 
duties of the Mayor. 

3. SPECIAL MEETINGS 
A. CALLING OF SPECIAL MEETINGS (Pursuant to City Charter Section 4.2): 

Special meetings shall be called by the Clerk on the written request of the Mayor, 
or any two members of the Council on at least twenty-four hours written notice to 
each member of the Council, served personally or left at his usual place of 
residence; but a special meeting may be held on shorter notice if all members of 
the Council are present or have waived notice thereof in writing. 

 
B. DOCUMENTATION: 

Special meetings shall be exclusively limited to items specifically referenced in the 
Call of the Meeting. 
• Special Meeting Posting: Pursuant to City Charter a printed meeting notice for each 

specially called meeting shall contain the items indicated in the written notice calling 
the meeting.  

• Study Session (Special Meeting) Agenda and Posting: Study Session Agendas 
shall contain the items as indicated in the motion calling the meeting.  

 
C. POSTING AND DELIVERY: 

Special Meeting Calling Notice and/or Agenda shall be personally delivered to each 
Council Member and posted for public display at least twenty-four (24) hours in 
advance of the meeting. 

 
D. ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

At each Study Session (Special Meeting) of the Council, the business to be considered 
shall include the items listed and in the following order: 

 
A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call: 

1) Listing of Council Members 
2) Excuse Absent Council Members pursuant to Rule Number 21. 

C. Items as Indicated in the Motion Calling of the Meeting 
D. Items Not Indicated in the Motion Call the Meeting (Pursuant to City Charter 

Sections 4.2 and 4.3): 
1) Special meetings are limited to what is expressly indicated in the Call of the 

Meeting (Motion of Council or written notice). 
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2) If all members of City Council approve of agenda amendments or additions in 
writing prior to the desired action, then Council can entertain such desired action 
only when all members present at the meeting consent to allow the 
amendment/addition to the agenda. 

E. Public Comment 
F.  Adjournment 

4. REGULAR MEETINGS 
Regular meetings shall be held in the Council Chambers at 7:30 P.M. Meeting dates will be 
established, by resolution, prior to the end of the preceding calendar year. 

5. AGENDA 
A. Regular Meeting Agenda: A printed agenda for each regularly scheduled meeting shall 

be produced at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting. Every item of 
business to come before the Council shall be filed with the City Clerk by noon on the 
Wednesday preceding the Monday on which the Council meets. It shall be the duty of 
the City Clerk to have delivered, as soon as practical, to each member of the Council a 
complete agenda of the items to be considered at the following meeting. Each item on 
the agenda shall have sufficient explanation to indicate its intent. All questions 
introduced that do not appear on the agenda will be referred to a later meeting, except 
by suspension of these rules. A packet, excluding all confidential items, will be posted 
on the City’s Website at least 48 hours prior to Council meetings. 
 

B. Closed Session Agenda: Where a Closed Session is requested of a pending case, the 
specific name(s) is to be included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e), even though the specific 
name(s) is not technically required under the Open Meetings Act. Where a Closed 
Session is requested for any collective bargaining unit, the specific name(s) is to be 
included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (c), even though not technically required under the 
Open Meetings Act.  

6. ORDER OF BUSINESS 
At each Regular meeting of the Council, the business to be considered shall be taken up for 
consideration and disposition in the following order: 
 
Invocation 
Pledge of Allegiance 
A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call 

1) Listing of Council Members 
2) Excuse Absent Council Members pursuant to Rule Number 21 

C. Certificates of Recognition and Special Presentations 
D. Carryover Items 
E. Public Hearings 
F. Public Comment – In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City Council, Rule 

Number 16 - Members of the Public and Visitors 
G. Response/Reply to Public Comment  
H. Postponed Items 
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I.  Regular Business 
J.  Consent Agenda 

1) Approval of “I” Items NOT Removed for Discussion 
2) Address of “I” Items Removed for Discussion 

K.  Memorandums and Future Council Agenda Items 
L.  Council Referrals - Items appearing under Council Referrals are items brought forward 

by the Mayor or Council Members before the City Manager’s agenda deadline for 
consideration at the next regular meeting.  

M.  Council Comments - Items brought forward by Mayor and Council will be placed on the 
next Regular Meeting Agenda for Action. Items appearing under Council Comments are 
not intended for discussion or action at the meeting at which they first appear. 

N.  Reports 
O.  Study Items 
P.  Closed Session 
Q.  Adjournment 

7. CABLE CASTING OF CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
All City Council Meetings will be broadcast on WTRY, with the exception of Closed sessions 
and Council retreats. 

8. MINUTES 
A. Minutes: The minutes will be distributed to the Council prior to their approval. The 

minutes will be placed on the Consent Agenda for approval. 
B. Closed Session Minutes: Where a Closed Session is requested for discussion of a 

pending case, the specific name(s) is to be included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e), even 
though the specific name(s) is not technically required under the Open Meetings Act. 
Where a Closed Session is requested of for any collective bargaining unit, the specific 
name(s) of a collective bargaining unit is to be included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (c), 
even though not technically required under the Open Meetings Act.  

9. PROCLAMATIONS 
Proclamations shall be included in the agenda under Reports and Communications and may 
be brought before Council for consideration by any member. Proclamations will be placed on 
the Consent Agenda for approval. 

10. RECONSIDERATION OF QUESTIONS 
Reconsideration of any vote of the Council may be made by either side of the voted motion 
and shall require the affirmative vote of the majority of the Council Members*. 
Reconsideration of any vote of the Council may further be made by either side of the voted 
motion and shall require the affirmative vote of the majority of the Council Members provided 
that new information has been brought forward. *Charter states “majority of the members 
elect.” 

11. RESCISSION OF QUESTIONS 
Rescission of any vote of the Council shall require the affirmative vote of the majority of the 
Council Members. *Charter states “majority of the members elect.” 
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12. WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS PRIOR TO VOTING  
Any motion may be withdrawn by its maker. A motion to withdraw must receive a second and 
the affirmative vote of the majority of the Council Members present.  

13. PUBLIC HEARING 
Public Hearings will be held after required notice has been provided. Notices shall inform 
recipients of possible continuations of hearings. The City Council may upon affirmative vote of 
a majority of its members "continue" said hearing at a future date designated in the resolution. 
If the City Council elects to continue the Public Hearing it will appear in the designated 
meeting Agenda under the topic of "Public Hearings".  

14. CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda includes items of a routine nature and will be approved with one motion. 
That motion will approve the recommended action for each item on the Consent Agenda. Any 
Council Member may ask a question regarding an item as well as speak in opposition to the 
recommended action by removing an item from the Consent Agenda and have having it 
considered as a separate item. Any item so removed from the Consent Agenda shall be 
considered after other items on the consent portion of the agenda have been heard. Public 
comment on Consent Agenda Items will be permitted under Agenda Item F.  

15. APPOINTMENTS 
A. Appointments to Boards, Commissions and Committees: 

 
The Mayor shall, with City Council concurrence, appoint members of Boards or 
Committees as governed by State Statute or local ordinances. 
 
The Mayor Pro Tem will contact incumbents to determine their interest in being nominated 
for reappointment. 
 
The Mayor or any Council Member desiring to nominate a person for appointment to a 
Board, Commission, or Committee shall at the meeting prior to the appointment, submit 
such name, for nomination. A brief summary of background and personal data as to 
nominee's qualifications should be presented at the time of nomination, except that such a 
resume shall not be required for the re-nomination of a current member, or if the Council 
unanimously agrees that a resume is not necessary. Resumes will be submitted on or 
before the time of nomination. 
 
Nominations will occur during any regular meeting of the Council. A resolution to nominate 
will be considered during the "Regular Business" of the agenda. All nominations are 
subject to Section "B" which appears below. 

 
B. Method of Voting on Nominees: 

 
1) Where the number of nominees does not exceed the number of positions to be filled, a roll 

call vote shall be used. 
2) Where the number of nominations exceeds the number of positions to be filled, voting shall 

take place by the City Clerk calling the roll of the Council and each Council Member is to 



RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE CITY COUNCIL  
CITY OF TROY, MICHIGAN         Page 5 
 

Adopted: 11/08/2010 

indicate the names of the individuals he/she wishes to fill the vacancies 
3) When no candidate receives a majority vote, the candidate(s) with the least number of votes 

shall be eliminated from the ensuing ballot. 
4) No member of the City Council shall serve on any committee, commission or board of the City 

of Troy, except the Retirement System Board of Trustees, Retiree Health Care Benefits Plan 
and Trust Board, and the Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) unless membership is 
required by Statute or the City Charter. 

5) Persons nominated, but not appointed during this process will be sent a letter thanking them 
for their willingness to serve the community. 

6) Recognition will be given to persons who have concluded their service to the community on 
Boards and Commissions. 

15.1 APPOINTMENT OF CITY OF TROY REPRESENTATION TO SEMCOG AND 
SOCRRA 
SEMCOG (Southeastern Michigan Council of Governments) Representation: The 
Mayor and City Council shall appoint one Delegate and one Alternate to serve on the 
SEMCOG General Assembly for a term of two-years expiring at 7:30 PM on the Monday 
following the Regular City Council Election. The appointments shall be made at the 
organizational meeting of Council at the first Regular meeting of every odd-year 
November. 
 
SOCRRA (South Oakland County Resource Recovery Authority) Representation: 
The Mayor and City Council shall appoint one delegate and one alternate to serve on 
the SOCRRA Board for a term of one-year expiring on June 15th.  

16. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND VISITORS 
Any person not a member of the City Council may address the Council with recognition of the 
Chair, after clearly stating the nature of his/her inquiry or comment. NOTE TO THE PUBLIC: 
City Council requests that if you do have a question or concern, to bring it to the attention of 
the appropriate department(s) whenever possible. If you feel that the matter has not been 
resolved satisfactorily, you are encouraged to bring it to the attention of the City Manager, and 
if still not resolved satisfactorily, to the Mayor and Council. 
• Petitioners shall be given a fifteen (15) minute presentation time that may be extended 

with the majority consent of City Council. 
• Any member of the public, not a petitioner of an item, shall be allowed to speak for up to 

five (5) minutes to address any Public Hearing item. 
• Any member of the public, not a petitioner of an item, shall be allowed to speak for up to 

five (5) minutes to address Postponed, Regular Business or Consent Agenda items or any 
other item as permitted under the Open Meetings Act during the Public Comment portion 
of the agenda. 

• City Council may waive the requirements of this section by a majority of the City Council 
members. 

• Agenda items that are related to topics where there is significant public input anticipated 
should initiate the scheduling of a Special meeting for that specific purpose. 

• Through a request of the Chair and a majority vote of City Council, public Comment may 
be limited when there are fifteen (15) or more people signed up to speak either on a Public 
Hearing item or for the Public Comment period of the agenda. 
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17. POSTPONE  
A motion to postpone may be made for a definite period of time. Items will automatically 
appear on the appropriate agenda. 

18. RULES OF ORDER 
Robert's Rules of Order, current edition, as clarified by the City Clerk, is hereby adopted and 
made a part hereof, except as modified by these Rules of Procedure, the Charter, and the 
City Code. 

19. MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES 
Reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in service on behalf of the City shall be paid 
the Mayor and Council, provided that at the end of each month a detailed expense report is 
submitted and approved by the City Council. 

20. EXPENSES: OUT-OF-TOWN TRAVEL FOR CITY BUSINESS 
A. Funds providing for Council representation at State and National conferences sponsored 

by affiliations of cities will be annually approved in the budget for the subject fiscal year. 
The City Council will by advance resolution grant authorization for out of town travel to 
specific places, for conference purposes. Members of the City Council will submit 
expense vouchers exceeding $50.00 per day to attend out-of-town meetings and 
conferences, with additional allowances being made for transportation (paid at the air 
coach rate, City pool car, City Vehicle rental rate, or gas mileage at current IRS 
guidelines, depending upon the mode of transportation) and lodging. Expenses may be 
authorized for payment by the City Manager, and a copy of the expense report form will 
be placed on the Council agenda under Reports and Communications. 

 
B. Detailed and receipted expenses, not to exceed $150.00, to attend legislative committee 

hearings, legislative meetings, etc., may be authorized for payment by the City Manager 
without prior authorization by the Council, and a copy of the expense report form, along 
with receipts, will be placed on the Council agenda under Reports and Communications. 

21. ABSENCES AT COUNCIL MEETINGS 
A.  Council members who are unable to attend a Council meeting and desire an  excused 
 absence shall notify the City Manager, City Attorney and City Clerk of their absence in 
  writing prior to the meeting and indicate the reason for the absence. The reason 
 shall be entered in the proceedings of the Council at the time of each  absence. 
 
B.  In the event of an absence of a Council member at a meeting, the City Manager is 

directed to supply such absent Council member with information about any special 
meetings that may have been scheduled. 

22. SUSPEND RULES 
The Rules of Procedure may be waived by a simple majority. 

23. COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
No member of Council shall speak a second time on any item under discussion until all other 
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members desiring to speak on that item have been heard. No member of Council shall be 
allowed to speak for more than five (5) minutes at a time. 

24. AGENDA ITEMS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Mayor and Council Members submitting an item for a vote shall send the item to the City 
Manager in a timely manner in writing. Staff professional opinion will be written to accompany 
the item for discussion and a vote on the matter. Presentations at the Council table shall be 
limited to 15 minutes. 

25. VIDEO AND AUDIO PRESENTATIONS  
Video and Audio Presentations may not be submitted for presentation at a Council meeting 
unless submitted by 12:00 Noon on the day of the meeting. Inappropriate material will be 
prohibited. 

26. CONTINUED AGENDA ITEMS NOT CONSIDERED BEFORE 12:00 AM 
Any item on the Council agenda that has not been discussed by 12:00 AM of the morning 
following the beginning of the meeting shall be continued to the next regular meeting as a 
Carryover Item, unless City Council takes action to the contrary. 

27. VIOLATIONS 
The City Clerk shall be responsible for reporting violations of time limitations or speaking 
sequence to the Chair. 

28. WIRE COMMUNICATIONS BY AND TO COUNCIL MEMBERS DURING ANY 
MEETING OF COUNCIL 
All communications are subject to the Michigan Open Meetings Act, therefore members of the 
City Council shall not engage in any form of wire communication, as defined by U.S. Code 
Title 18, Part I, Chapter 119, Section 2510, during any meeting of the Council. 
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1. APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR PRO TEM 
The Mayor Pro Tem shall be elected by the Council from among its members, annually in 
November.The selection of Mayor Pro Tem shall proceed in a linear fashion based on seat 
rotation in the following order: McGinnis, Slater, Fleming, Tietz, Henderson, Campbell. 

2. DESIGNATION OF ACTING MAYOR 
In the absence or disability of the Mayor and the Mayor Pro Tem, the Council Member 
present who has served longest shall be designated Acting Mayor and shall perform the 
duties of the Mayor. 

3. SPECIAL MEETINGS 
A. CALLING OF SPECIAL MEETINGS (Pursuant to City Charter Section 4.2): 

Special meetings shall be called by the Clerk on the written request of the Mayor, 
or any two members of the Council on at least twenty-four hours written notice to 
each member of the Council, served personally or left at his usual place of 
residence; but a special meeting may be held on shorter notice if all members of 
the Council are present or have waived notice thereof in writing. 

 
B. DOCUMENTATION: 

Special meetings shall be exclusively limited to items specifically referenced in the 
Call of the Meeting. 
• Special Meeting Posting: Pursuant to City Charter a printed meeting notice for each 

specially called meeting shall contain the items indicated in the written notice calling 
the meeting.  

• Study Session (Special Meeting) Agenda and Posting: Study Session Agendas 
shall contain the items as indicated in the motion calling the meeting.  

 
C. POSTING AND DELIVERY: 
Special Meeting Calling Notice and/or Agenda shall be personally delivered to each 
Council Member and posted for public display at least twenty-four (24) hours in 
advance of the meeting. 
 
D. ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

At each Study Session (Special Meeting) of the Council, the business to be considered 
shall include the items listed and in the following order: 

 
A. Call to Order 
B. Roll Call: 

1) Listing of Council Members 
2) Excuse Absent Council Members pursuant to Rule Number 21. 

C. Items as Indicated in the Motion Calling of the Meeting 
D. Items Not Indicated in the Motion Call the Meeting (Pursuant to City Charter 

Sections 4.2 and 4.3): 
1) Special meetings are limited to what is expressly indicated in the Call of the 

Meeting (Motion of Council or written notice). 
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2) If all members of City Council approve of agenda amendments or additions in 

writing prior to the desired action, then Council can entertain such desired action 
only when all members present at the meeting consent to allow the 
amendment/addition to the agenda. 

E. Public CommentSee Charter Article 6 Amendments/Additions to Agenda 
F.  Adjournment Public Comment 
G. Adjournment 
 

E. AMENDMENTS/ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: 
1. By Charter, special meetings are limited to what is expressly indicated in the Call 

of the Meeting (Motion of Council or written notice, per Charter). 
2. If all members of City Council approve agenda amendments or additions in 

writing prior to desired action, then Council can entertain such desired action only 
when all members present at the meeting consent to allow the 
amendment/addition to the agenda. 

 

4. REGULAR MEETINGS 
Regular meetings shall be held in the Council Chambers at 7:30 P.M. Meeting dates will be 
established, by resolution, prior to the end of the preceding calendar year. 

5. AGENDA 
A. Regular Meeting Agenda: A printed agenda for each regularly scheduled meeting shall 

be produced at least forty-eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting. Every item of 
business to come before the Council shall be filed with the City Clerk by noon on the 
Wednesday preceding the Monday on which the Council meets. It shall be the duty of 
the City Clerk to have delivered, as soon as practical, to each member of the Council a 
complete agenda of the items to be considered at the following meeting. Each item on 
the agenda shall have sufficient explanation to indicate its intent. All questions 
introduced that do not appear on the agenda will be referred to a later meeting, except 
by suspension of these rules. A packet, excluding all confidential items, will be posted 
on the City’s Website at least 48 hours prior to Council meetings. 
 

B. Closed Session Agenda: Where a Closed Session is requested of a pending case, the 
specific name(s) is to be included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e), even though the specific 
name(s) is not technically required under the Open Meetings Act. Where a Closed 
Session is requested for any collective bargaining unit, the specific name(s) is to be 
included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (c), even though not technically required under the 
Open Meetings Act.  

6. ORDER OF BUSINESS 
At each Regular meeting of the Council, the business to be considered shall be taken up for 
consideration and disposition in the following order: 
 
1. Invocation Call to Order 
2.   Pledge of Allegiance Invocation 
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A3. Call to Order Pledge of Allegiance 
B4. Roll Call 

1) Listing of Council Members 
2) Excuse Absent Council Members pursuant to Rule Number 21 

C5.A. Certificates of Recognition and Special Presentations 
D.6.B. Carryover Items 
E.7.C. Public Hearings 
F.8.D. Postponed Items 
9.  Public Comment – In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City Council, Rule 

Number 16 - Members of the Public and Visitors Limited to items Not on the Agenda in 
accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City Council, Article 16 – Members of the 
Public and Visitors 

G. Response/Reply to Public Comment  
H. Postponed Items 
I.10. E.  Regular Business 
  Council with move forward all of the “E” items on which members of the audience 

would like to address City Council, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City 
Council, Article 16 – Members of the Public and Visitors 

11. E.Regular Business 
 Address Remaining E Items 
J12.F.  Consent Agenda 

1) Approval of “IF” Items NOT Removed for Discussion 
2) Address of “IF” Items Removed for Discussion 
Council will move forward all of the “F” items on which members of the audience would like 
to address City Council, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City Council, 
Article 16 – Members of the Public and Visitors 
 

K13. G.  Memorandums and Future Council Agenda Items 
L14.H.  Council Referrals - Items appearing under Council Referrals are items brought 

forward by the Mayor or Council Members before the City Manager’s agenda deadline for 
consideration at the next regular meeting.  

M15.I.  Council Comments - Items brought forward by Mayor and Council will be 
placed on the next Regular Meeting Agenda for Action. Items appearing under Council 
Comments are not intended for discussion or action at the meeting at which they first 
appear. 

N16.J.  Reports 
  No Public Comment received on “J” Items at this time. 
O17.K.  Study Items 
P18.  Closed Session Public Comment 
Q19 L.  Adjournment Closed Session 
20.  Adjournment 

7. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 Persons interested in addressing the City Council on items, which appear on the printed 
Agenda, will be allowed to do so at the time the item is discussed upon recognition by the Chair in 
accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the City Council, Article 16, during the Public Comment 
section under item 10 “E” of the agenda. Other than asking questions for the purposes of gaining 
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insight or clarification, Council shall not interrupt or debate with members of the public during their 
comments. Once discussion is brought back to the Council table, persons from the audience will 
be permitted to speak only by invitation by Council, through the Chair. 

 

8. CABLE CASTING OF CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
All City Council Meetings will be broadcast on WTRY, with the exception of Closed sessions 
and Council retreats. 

89. MINUTES 
A. Minutes: The minutes will be distributed to the Council prior to their approval. The 

minutes will be placed on the Consent Agenda for approval. 
B. Closed Session Minutes: Where a Closed Session is requested for discussion of a 

pending case, the specific name(s) is to be included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e), even 
though the specific name(s) is not technically required under the Open Meetings Act. 
Where a Closed Session is requested of for any collective bargaining unit, the specific 
name(s) of a collective bargaining unit is to be included pursuant to MCL 15.268 (c), 
even though not technically required under the Open Meetings Act.  

910. PROCLAMATIONS 
Proclamations shall be included in the agenda under Reports and Communications and may 
be brought before Council for consideration by any member. Proclamations will be placed on 
the Consent Agenda for approval. 

1011. RECONSIDERATION OF QUESTIONS 
Reconsideration of any vote of the Council may be made by either side of the voted motion 
and shall require the affirmative vote of the majority of the Council Members*. 
Reconsideration of any vote of the Council may further be made by either side of the voted 
motion and shall require the affirmative vote of the majority of the Council Members provided 
that new information has been brought forward. *Charter states “majority of the members 
elect.” 

1112. RESCISSION OF QUESTIONS 
Rescission of any vote of the Council shall require the affirmative vote of the majority of the 
Council Members. *Charter states “majority of the members elect.” 

1213. WITHDRAWAL OF MOTIONS PRIOR TO VOTING  
Any motion may be withdrawn by its maker. A motion to withdraw must receive a second and 
the affirmative vote of the majority of the Council Members present.  

1314. PUBLIC HEARING 
Public Hearings will be held after required notice has been provided. Notices shall inform 
recipients of possible continuations of hearings. The City Council may upon affirmative vote of 
a majority of its members "continue" said hearing at a future date designated in the resolution. 
If the City Council elects to continue the Public Hearing it will appear in the designated 
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meeting Agenda under the topic of "Public Hearings".  

1415. CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda includes items of a routine nature and will be approved with one motion. 
That motion will approve the recommended action for each item on the Consent Agenda. Any 
Council Member may ask a question regarding an item as well as speak in opposition to the 
recommended action by removing an item from the Consent Agenda and have having it 
considered as a separate item. Any item so removed from the Consent Agenda shall be 
considered after other items on the consent portion of the agenda have been heard. Public 
comment on Consent Agenda Items will be permitted under Agenda Item F9 “E”.  

15. APPOINTMENTS 
A. Appointments to Boards, Commissions and Committees: 

 
The Mayor shall, with City Council concurrence, appoint members of Boards or 
Committees as governed by State Statute or local ordinances. 
 
The Mayor Pro Tem will contact incumbents to determine their interest in being nominated 
for reappointment. 
 
The Mayor or any Council Member desiring to nominate a person for appointment to a 
Board, Commission, or Committee shall at the meeting prior to the appointment, submit 
such name, for nomination. A brief summary of background and personal data as to 
nominee's qualifications should be presented at the time of nomination, except that such a 
resume shall not be required for the re-nomination of a current member, or if the Council 
unanimously agrees that a resume is not necessary. Resumes will be submitted on or 
before the time of nomination. 
 
Nominations will occur during any regular meeting of the Council. A resolution to nominate 
will be considered during the "Regular Business" of the agenda. All nominations are 
subject to Section "B" which appears below. 

 
B. Method of Voting on Nominees: 

 
7. Where the number of nominees does not exceed the number of positions to be filled, a roll 

call vote shall be used. 
8. Where the number of nominations exceeds the number of positions to be filled, voting shall 

take place by the City Clerk calling the roll of the Council and each Council Member is to 
indicate the names of the individuals he/she wishes to fill the vacancies. 

9. When no candidate receives a majority vote, the candidate(s) with the least number of votes 
shall be eliminated from the ensuing ballot. 

10. No member of the City Council shall serve on any committee, commission or board of the City 
of Troy, except the Retirement System Board of Trustees, Retiree Health Care Benefits Plan 
and Trust Board, and the Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA) unless membership is 
required by Statute or the City Charter. 

11. Persons nominated, but not appointed during this process will be sent a letter thanking them 
for their willingness to serve the community. 
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12. Recognition will be given to persons who have concluded their service to the community on 
Boards and Commissions. 

156.1 APPOINTMENT OF CITY OF TROY REPRESENTATION TO SEMCOG AND 
SOCRRA 
SEMCOG (Southeastern Michigan Council of Governments) Representation: The 
Mayor and City Council shall appoint one Delegate and one Alternate to serve on the 
SEMCOG General Assembly for a term of two-years expiring at 7:30 PM on the Monday 
following the Regular City Council Election. The appointments shall be made at the 
organizational meeting of Council at the first Regular meeting of every odd-year 
November. 
 
SOCRRA (South Oakland County Resource Recovery Authority) Representation: 
The Mayor and City Council shall appoint one delegate and one alternate to serve on 
the SOCRRA Board for a term of one-year expiring on June 15th.  

167. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND VISITORS 
Any person not a member of the City Council may address the Council with recognition of the 
Chair, after clearly stating the nature of his/her inquiry or comment. NOTE TO THE PUBLIC: 
City Council requests that if you do have a question or concern, to bring it to the attention of 
the appropriate department(s) whenever possible. If you feel that the matter has not been 
resolved satisfactorily, you are encouraged to bring it to the attention of the City Manager, and 
if still not resolved satisfactorily, to the Mayor and Council. 
• Petitioners shall be given a fifteen (15) minute presentation time that may be extended 

with the majority consent of City Council. 
• Any member of the public, not a petitioner of an item, shall be allowed to speak not more 

than twice nor longer than five (5) minutes on any item, unless so permitted by the Chair. 
• Any member of the public, not a petitioner of an item, shall be allowed to speak for up to 

five (5) minutes to address any Public Hearing item. 
• Any member of the public, not a petitioner of an item, shall be allowed to speak for up to 

five (5) minutes to address Postponed, Regular Business or Consent Agenda items or any 
other item as permitted under the Open Meetings Act during the Public Comment portion 
of the agenda. 

• City Council may waive the requirements of this section by a majority of the City Council 
members. 

• Agenda items that are related to topics where there is significant public input anticipated 
should initiate the scheduling of a Special meeting for that specific purpose. 

• Through a request of the Chair and a majority vote of City Council, public Comment may 
be limited when there are fifteen (15) or more people signed up to speak either on a Public 
Hearing item or for the Public Comment period of the agenda. 

• Public Comment may never be limited to the aforementioned five minutes on any item, 
unless so permitted by the Chair. 

178. POSTPONE  
A motion to postpone may be made for a definite period of time. Items will automatically 
appear on the appropriate agenda. 
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189. RULES OF ORDER 
Robert's Rules of Order, current edition, as clarified by the City Clerk, is hereby adopted and 
made a part hereof, except as modified by these Rules of Procedure, the Charter, and the 
City Code. 

1920. MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES 
Reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in service on behalf of the City shall be paid 
the Mayor and Council, provided that at the end of each month a detailed expense report is 
submitted and approved by the City Council. 

2021. EXPENSES: OUT-OF-TOWN TRAVEL FOR CITY BUSINESS 
A. Funds providing for Council representation at State and National conferences sponsored 

by affiliations of cities will be annually approved in the budget for the subject fiscal year. 
The City Council will by advance resolution grant authorization for out of town travel to 
specific places, for conference purposes. Members of the City Council will submit 
expense vouchers exceeding $50.00 per day to attend out-of-town meetings and 
conferences, with additional allowances being made for transportation (paid at the air 
coach rate, City pool car, City Vehicle rental rate, or gas mileage at current IRS 
guidelines, depending upon the mode of transportation) and lodging. Expenses may be 
authorized for payment by the City Manager, and a copy of the expense report form will 
be placed on the Council agenda under Reports and Communications. 

 
B. Detailed and receipted expenses, not to exceed $150.00, to attend legislative committee 

hearings, legislative meetings, etc., may be authorized for payment by the City Manager 
without prior authorization by the Council, and a copy of the expense report form, along 
with receipts, will be placed on the Council agenda under Reports and Communications. 

2122. ABSENCES AT COUNCIL MEETINGS 
A.  Council members who are unable to attend a Council meeting and desire an  excused 
 absence shall notify the City Manager, City Attorney and City Clerk of their absence in 
  writing prior to the meeting and indicate the reason for the absence. The reason 
 shall be entered in the proceedings of the Council at the time of each  absence. 
 
B.  In the event of an absence of a Council member at a meeting, the City Manager is 

directed to supply such absent Council member with information about any special 
meetings that may have been scheduled. 

2223. SUSPEND RULES 
The Rules of Procedure may be waived by a simple majority. 

2324. COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
No member of Council shall speak a second time on any item under discussion until all other 
members desiring to speak on that item have been heard. No member of Council shall be 
allowed to speak for more than five (5) minutes at a time. 
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2425. AGENDA ITEMS SUBMITTED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Mayor and Council Members submitting an item for a vote shall send the item to the City 
Manager in a timely manner in writing. Staff professional opinion will be written to accompany 
the item for discussion and a vote on the matter. Presentations at the Council table shall be 
limited to 15 minutes. 

2526. VIDEO AND AUDIO PRESENTATIONS  
Video and Audio Presentations may not be submitted for presentation at a Council meeting 
unless submitted by 12:00 Noon on the day of the meeting. Inappropriate material will be 
prohibited. 

26.27. CONTINUED AGENDA ITEMS NOT CONSIDERED BEFORE 12:00 AM 
Any item on the Council agenda that has not been discussed by 12:00 AM of the morning 
following the beginning of the meeting shall be continued to the next regular meeting as a 
Carryover Item, unless City Council takes action to the contrary. 

2728. VIOLATIONS 
The City Clerk shall be responsible for reporting violations of time limitations or speaking 
sequence to the Chair. 

2829. WIRE COMMUNICATIONS BY AND TO COUNCIL MEMBERS DURING ANY 
MEETING OF COUNCIL 
All communications are subject to the Michigan Open Meetings Act, therefore members of the 
City Council shall not engage in any form of wire communication, as defined by U.S. Code 
Title 18, Part I, Chapter 119, Section 2510, during any meeting of the Council. 
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