
TO: Members of Troy City Council   
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney  
DATE: March 2, 2005 

  
  

SUBJECT: Blood Draw Procedure-Beaumont Hospital & Alliance Mobile Health  
 

 
 
 The City of Troy Administration has worked with Troy Beaumont Hospital and Alliance 
Mobile Health on an innovative project that provides a more efficient way of securing blood samples 
of suspected drunk drivers.  Generally, the City obtains the level of intoxication through the 
DataMaster breathalyzer test, which is performed at the station, and has several measures to 
insure its accuracy.  However, the statute allows for persons to request a blood sample as well.  
Currently, when a blood test is requested, and also in those cases where a breathalyzer test is not 
a viable option, the suspect is transported to a hospital for the procedure.  The test could not be 
performed at the station, since the state statute requires the blood draw to be under the supervision 
of a licensed physician and in a medical environment.   
 

Several months ago, the Troy Police Department initiated conversations with Troy 
Beaumont Hospital and Alliance Mobile Health.  The focus of these discussions was to find a more 
efficient alternative that would meet the statutory requirements and preserve the evidence for 
prosecution.  Alliance Mobile Health indicated their willingness to perform blood draws in their 
ambulances.  The blood samples are then forwarded to the State of Michigan for analysis, which is 
what is currently being done with blood draws that occur at the hospital.  Since the blood draws are 
required to be under the direction of a licensed physician, Troy Beaumont Hospital has agreed to 
work with the City and Alliance on this project.  The parties have collectively prepared a Blood Draw 
Protocol, which details the process for the Alliance EMT.  First and foremost, the EMT is required to 
establish communication immediately with a Troy Beaumont physician, who will provide guidance 
and supervision for the procedure.  The Blood Draw Protocol also lists certain health conditions and 
other factors that would require a suspect to be transported to the hospital for the procedure. 

 
To the best of our knowledge and belief, Troy would be the first jurisdiction to implement 

such a procedure.  The target date for implementation is April 16, 2005, which allows for the 
necessary training of the physicians, EMTs, and the police officers.  Troy Beaumont Hospital and 
Alliance Mobile Health have already approved the project, and have executed the attached 
Agreements.  We recommend that City Council approve the Agreements.   

 
If you have any questions concerning the above, please let me know.            
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