
TO:   John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM:  John Lamerato, Asst. City Manager/Finance & Admin.  

Cindy Stewart, Community Affairs Director 
   
SUBJECT:  AGENDA ITEM  – Islamic Association of Michigan  
 
DATE:   March 30, 2005 
 
 
We have received a request from the Islamic Association of Michigan asking for City 
Council to mandate Comcast to place UHF TV Channel 33 on our basic cable lineup 
for Troy subscribers. 
 
The letter from Salah Aljahimc, President of the Islamic Association, stated that UHF 
TV-33 is currently included in the Comcast basic cable tier in Detroit and Highland 
Park.  This is not exactly accurate information according to Olivia Visperas, Comcast 
Area Director for Corporate Affairs (see attached memo).  Information received by 
calling UHF TV-33 is that they are a low power station owned by R. J. Watkins airing 
on Comcast in Detroit and Hamtramck and on Charter Communications in Highland 
Park.   
 
Please note, UHF TV-33 is not an “Islamic station.”  It is a small low power 
commercial station in Detroit that sells time slots and use of production facilities to a 
wide range of clients. All programs must comply with FCC rules and regulations.  The 
majority of programs currently airing on TV-33 deal with religion, politics or local 
entertainment.  The channel has been in existence for approximately 10 years. 
 
Initial conversations with both UHF TV-33 and Comcast indicate that UHF TV-33 isn’t 
equipped with enough power to cablecast to wider audiences, including Troy. 
 
For your information, WideOpenWest now offers the first English language TV 
channel targeting American Muslims in Southeast Michigan.  The channel, Bridges 
TV, focuses on featuring American Muslim lifestyle and culture. It will show 
newscasts, cartoons, family-friendly sitcoms and movies about Muslim life. The 
network is the first of its kind in English targeting more than seven million Muslims in 
the United States, one of the fastest-growing demographics in the nation. 
 
If Council would like us to look further into this matter please advise us and we will 
talk further with our contacts at Comcast.  
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Cindy – I received the copy of what looks like a form letter sent to the Troy City Council from the 
Islamic Association of Michigan.  I was able to get some information that is in conflict to what is written 
here.  First, we do not service the city of Highland Park, that service area is covered by Charter 
Communications.  Secondly, the Islamic Association is currently paying for part-time carriage on 
leased access by Comcast in city of Detroit, it is not being carried on the actual Comcast basic 
channel lineup – in fact, no contract has been signed.  Third, while it is true that the city of Hamtramck 
has passed a resolution to carry this particular channel, there is no agreement by Comcast for carriage 
at this point, and extensive negotiations would have to take place before that ever became a reality.  
Comcast officials in Detroit have met with representatives from the Islamic Association of Michigan 
and will continue to do so.  We have asked for a development outline from them, which would have to 
include their penetration forecasts and address their poor signal issues (which they have said would 
be cleared up in six months) before any request for carriage could be considered, and also, the 
potential addition of a new channel would need to involve discussions with our corporate programming 
office.  At this time, we will keep the dialogue open and will wait for them to report back to us.   
  
For your additional information, when we receive requests for carriage of a new channel, many factors 
are taken into consideration, including: 

   FCC regulations, such as requirements to carry all local broadcast channels 
   Requirements by local broadcasters to carry their affiliated cable networks 
   The number of access channels required by local government 
   Customer satisfaction with networks carried in other systems 
   Customer satisfaction with similar networks 
   Importance of the network to our diverse community 
   Level of interest across a percentage of our customer base 
   Per-subscriber programming fees charged by the network versus the value added to the line-

up 
  
I hope this information will assist you in the formulation of a response by the Troy City Council to the 
Islamic Association of Michigan regarding their channel carriage request. 
  
Please let me know if you have additional questions. 
  
Olivia J. Visperas 
Area Director, Corporate Affairs 
Comcast - Detroit East 
36250 Van Dyke  
Sterling Heights, MI 48312 
586.883.7042 
586.883.7117 fax 
  
  
 

 




