
   
 

DATE: January 18, 2012 
 
TO: John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM: Mark F. Miller, Director of Economic & Development Services 
 Aileen Bittner, City Clerk 
 R. Brent Savidant, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: ESTABLISHMENT OF HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE 
 
 
Background 
 
The Planning Department is responsible for administering Chapter 13 Historic 
Preservation.  The Planning Department received a request from a resident to de-list his 
historic property located at 4820 Livernois.  Section 14.A of Chapter 13 requires the 
following: 
 

Before establishing, modifying or eliminating any Historic District, City Council 
shall appoint a Historic District Study Committee. The Committee shall contain a 
majority of persons who have a clearly demonstrated interest in or knowledge of 
historic preservation, and shall consist of at least one (1) member of the Historic 
District Commission and shall contain representation from at least one other duly 
organized local historic preservation organization. The study committee shall be 
an ad hoc committee established to consider the establishment, modification or 
elimination of historic districts in specified areas as determined by City Council 
and then be dissolved. 

 
The Historic District Study Committee is an ad hoc committee that is appointed on an as-
needed basis.  It was dissolved on June 21, 2010 because there were no pending 
applications to de-list.  Because there is now a pending application to de-list 4820 
Livernois, City Council is required to appoint members to the Historic District Study 
Committee.  The minimum number of Committee members is not stipulated in Chapter 13.  
Therefore a Committee made up of as few as three (3) members would be acceptable.   
 
Recommendation 
 
A resident submitted an application to de-list a historic property.  Chapter 13 requires that 
a Historic District Study Committee be appointed by City Council to process the application 
to de-list.  
 
City Management recommends appointing a Historic District Study Committee as soon as 
possible. 
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Approved as to form and legality: 
 _____________________________________ 
  Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Item H-05 from June 21, 2010 City Council Regular meeting. 
2. Resolution #2010-06-139 from June 21, 2010 City Council Regular meeting. 

 
cc: File/Historic Preservation 
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TO: Mayor and City Council Members 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm , City Attorney  

Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: June 15, 2010 
SUBJECT: Dissolution of Historic District Study Committee.  

 
 
   

Chapter 13 of the Troy City Ordinances allows for the creation of local historic 
districts within the community.  Under the law, once a property has been designated as a 
local historic district, there are applicable regulations that are designed to preserve these 
significant historic resources in the community.  Troy’s ordinance was amended on 
November 17, 2003 to mirror changes in state law.  At that time, the amended ordinance 
provided for the creation of an ad hoc Historic District Study Committee (HDSC), which 
was charged with the responsibility of shepherding the de-listing requests.  The HDSC 
Committee was appointed in February 2004, based on a de-listing request.  Since that 
time, the HDSC has continued its work on all pending de-listing requests.  Since the 
committee is ad hoc, it was anticipated that the committee would handle only the initial 
pending matter.  However, the existing HDSC has also graciously accepted responsibility 
for additional de-listing requests which were submitted before the conclusion of the 
HDSC’s pending matters.  The last pending de-listing request is now complete, and the 
HDSC has submitted its recommendation for City Council action.       

 
Section 14 (A) of Chapter 13 provides that the “study committee shall be an ad 

hoc committee established to consider the establishment , modification or elimination of 
historic districts in specified areas as determined by City Council and then be dissolved.”   
 
  At its May 18, 2010 meeting, the Historic District Commission recognized that the 
HDSC work was complete, and therefore recommended dissolution (attached). In the 
future, if and when additional de-listing requests are filed, then a new ad hoc HDSC would 
need to be appointed.  Members serving on the current HDSC y Committee are eligible for 
appointment to any future Study Committee(s).   
 
  Please let us know if you should have any questions. 

campbellld
Text Box
H-05









CITY COUNCIL MINUTES – Final June 21, 2010 
 
 
 
 
H-5 Dissolution of Historic District Study Committee  
 
Resolution #2010-06-139   
Moved by Fleming  
Seconded by Beltramini  
 
WHEREAS, The Historic District Study Committee appointed in February 2004 has completed 
work on all pending requests to de-list properties; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Troy City Council hereby DISSOLVES the Historic 
District Study Committee, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 13 of the Troy City Code 
and MCL 399.214(1). 
 
Yes: Slater, Schilling, Beltramini, Fleming, Howrylak, Kerwin, McGinnis  
No: None  
 
MOTION CARRIED  
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