
 
 
Date  November 18, 2013 
 
 
TO:  Brian Kischnick, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Timothy L. Richnak, Public Works Director 
  Steve Vandette, City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT:  Authorization to Request Reimbursement – MDEQ SAW Grant 
  
History 
The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has released a Stormwater Asseset Management 
(SAW) grant opportunity to local governments. The grant is intended to assist local governments in managing 
storm and wastewater. The MDEQ has appropriated $450 million dollars for these projects and allows local 
governments to apply for an amount not to exceed $2 million. The first $1 million requires the local 
government to match 10% of the funding and the second $1 million requires a 25% local match. The project 
and matching funds must be completed within three years of the grant award.  
 
The Streets and Drains Division’s application will include developing an asset management system that 
records the size and flow direction of the city’s 700 miles of stormwater drains. The Water and Sewer 
Division’s application will include an asset management plan that references video of the sewer to its GPS 
coordinates. Both these tasks take equipment and labor, which are eligible expenses. The city’s engineering 
consultant firm Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc (HRC) is familiar with the SAW grant process and will be the 
engineer for these projects. 
 
Policy Considerations: 
Maintaining accurate infrastructure records allows the city to prepare for capital repair projects and allows the 
city to plan maintenance to the infrastructure effectively. 
 
Options: 
City Management recommends moving forward with the MDEQ SAW Grant application to the full $2 million, 
which will require the city to have a total local match of $444,444.44 with a total funding assemblage of 
$2,444,444.44. The local match is budgeted in both the Streets and Drains, and Water and Sewer Divisions 
over the next three years. 
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