
February, 2012 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL APPEAL BOARD  
 
The Animal Control Appeal Board Appeals is a group of five of your neighbors or peers 
appointed by City Council to pass judgment on requests for appeals, interpretations, 
and other matters that are brought before them.   
 

PROCEDURE 
 
The Board will hear the items in the order that they appear on the agenda.  When an 
item is called, the Chair will verify that the petitioner is present.  The petitioner will then 
be given an opportunity to address the Board to explain the justification for the action 
requested. 
 
After the petitioner makes their presentation, and answers any questions that the Board 
may have, the Chair will open the meeting to public comment.  Any person wishing to 
speak on the request should raise their hand to be when recognized by the Chair.    The 
speaker should identify themselves with name and address, indicate their relationship to 
the property in question (i.e. next door neighbor, live behind the property, etc.) and state 
whether they are in favor of or against the request and give reasons for their opinion.  
Comments must be directed through the Chair.  Comments should be kept as brief as 
possible and closely pertain to the matter under consideration.  Only one person will be 
recognized by the Chair to speak at one time. 
 
After interested members of the public have spoken, the Chair will close the public 
comment.  Once the public comment is closed, no other public comment will be taken 
unless in response to a specific question by a member of the Board.  The Board may 
allow the petitioner to address or rebut public comments. 
 
The Board will then deliberate and make a motion to approve, deny, or postpone the 
request.  In order for the request to pass a minimum of three votes for approval are 
needed.  The decision of the Board is final.   



 

NOTICE: People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk by e-
mail at clerk@troymi.gov or by calling (248) 524-3317 at least two working days in advance of the meeting.  An attempt will be 
made to make reasonable accommodations. 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL 
APPEAL BOARD 

 MEETING AGENDA 
      

Jayne Saeger, Chair, Al Petrulis, Vice Chair 
Patrick K. Carolan, Secretary, Steve Toth, Vincent J. Viola 

 
   

June 20, 2012 7:00 P.M. City Hall 
   

 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 22, 2012 
 
 
4. HEARING OF CASE 
 

A. WAIVER REQUEST, SHERISE ASSAD, 906 MINNESOTA – In order to keep 10 
chickens, hens only, a waiver from the requirement that the property be at least 
.75 of an acre in size.  The property is approximately .72 acres in size. 

Animal Ordinance Section:  90.70.20 (f) 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 
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Chair Saeger called the Animal Control Appeal Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on 
February 22, 2012 in the Lower Level Conference Room of the Troy City Hall. 
 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
Present: 
Patrick Carolan 
Al Petrulis 
Jayne Saeger 
Steve Toth 
V. James Viola 
 
Also Present: 
Paul Evans, Zoning and Compliance Specialist 
Susan Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  – No changes 
 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 30, 2010 

 
Moved by Viola 
Seconded by Petrulis 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the November 30, 2010 meeting minutes. 
 
Yes: Carolan, Petrulis, Saeger, Viola 
Abstain: Toth 
 
MOTION PASSED 

 
 
4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
Moved by Petrulis 
Seconded by Viola 
 
RESOLVED to elect Jayne Saeger as Chair. 
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
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Moved by Viola 
Seconded by Petrulis 
 
RESOLVED to elect Al Petrulis as Vice Chair. 
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
RESOLVED to elect Patrick Carolan as Secretary. 
 
Moved by Petrulis 
Seconded by Viola 
 
Yes:  All 
 
MOTION PASSED 

 
 
5. HEARING OF CASE 
 

A. WAIVER REQUEST, PETRAQ KASKAVIQI, 1438 LEAFGREEN – In order to 
keep 29 racing pigeons, a waiver from the requirement that the property be at 
least ¾ of an acre in size. 
 
Representing Mr. Kaskaviqi was Renis Nusaj.  Mr. Nusaj gave the Board a brief 
history of the application process relating to the request.  He explained his 
understanding of racing pigeons and their purpose as opposed to other types of 
pigeons.  Specifically, Mr. Nusaj indicated racing pigeons do not loiter and are 
bred to race.  They do not defecate and are not loud or otherwise detrimental to 
the neighborhood.  He believes the ¾ of an acre lot requirement does not apply.  
Mr. Nusaj cited a State Law that he says prohibits the City from prohibiting the 
orderly keeping of racing pigeons.  He cited examples of where he believes the 
City has issued animal permits on properties less than ¾ of an acre. 
 
Arnhold Ludwig of St. Clair Shores, Michigan, addressed the Board.  Mr. Ludwig 
is a member of the local branch of the American Racing Pigeon Union.  He 
explained to the Board the historical national security uses of racing pigeons.  He 
discussed the organization’s intent to ensure that its members keep racing 
pigeons in a clean and safe manner. 
 
Mr. Nusaj advised the Board that Mr. Kaskaviqi is a member of the American 
Racing Pigeon Union. 
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In response to a Board member question, Mr. Ludwig explained how to keep the 
racing pigeons from breeding and advised the pigeons should be exercised two 
times a day outside the coop. 
 
Chair Saeger opened the meeting to public comment. 
 
Citing noise, odors and droppings, the following residents indicated their 
opposition to the request: 
 

Robert Scott  1444 Leafgreen 
Bechara Tohme 1425 Shaker 
Constantine Copanos 1429 Shaker 

 
The following members of the public indicated their support for the request: 
 

Jordan Luc Clawson, Michigan 
Four additional individuals who reside outside the City of Troy 

 
At the conclusion of public comment, Mr. Nusaj advised that a chain link fence 
surrounds the property and the coop is insulated. 
 
The Board discussed the presence of strong opposition, its history to deny 
permits for pigeons in the past, and that there are no substantial changes 
between this request and the applicant’s previous request. They also discussed 
noise, disease, procreation of pigeons, the density of homes in the neighborhood 
the fact that the parcel is only .18 acres in size, and is surrounded by similarly 
sized parcels. 
 
Motion by Viola 
Seconded by Petrulis 
 
RESOLVED to deny the request based on Ordinance Chapter 90.70.20 (f) due to 
the applicant’s lot size and strong neighborhood opposition. 
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
 
The Board informally discussed the need to have more orderly proceedings.  It 
was agreed that Mr. Evans would propose draft meeting procedures for Board 
review and approval at their next meeting. 
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6. ADJOURNMENT – The Animal Control Appeals Board meeting ADJOURNED at 8:25 

p.m. 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
      _____ 
Jayne Saeger, Chair 
 
 
 
 
      _____ 
Paul Evans, Zoning and Compliance Specialist 
 
G:\Animals\Animal Control Appeal Board\Minutes\Draft\2012 02 22_Draft.doc 



4. HEARING OF CASE 
 

A. WAIVER REQUEST, SHERISE ASSAD, 906 MINNESOTA – In order to 
keep 10 chickens, hens only, a waiver from the requirement that the 
property be at least .75 of an acre in size.  The property is approximately 
.72 acres in size. 

Animal Ordinance Section:  90.70.20 (f) 
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From: Suzie Kienscherf
To: Planning
Subject: Chickens living on Minnesota
Date: Thursday, June 07, 2012 2:47:43 PM

Hello there!

My name is Susan Kienscherf and I have lived on Lovington for over 12 years now.
 Regarding the chickens living on Minnesota, I don't agree with the homeowners keeping
them in their backyard as livestock.  I can see them from my back yard and I drive down
Minnesota every day to and from work.  When they first acquired the chickens they were
LOOSE on their front lawn for 2 days!  This is NOT a responsible pet owner!  Sure, they
did supply the chickens with a house and a SMALL fence to keep them contained, but our
neighborhood is NOT a farm!  What will be next???  We have already had 2 ducks that
were brought here by a family down the street (on Lovington.)  They roamed freely,
sleeping under cars, walking down the middle of the street, eating my plants and flowers,
swimming in our ditches, etc.  I feared for their safety!!!  WHAT IS WRONG WITH THESE
PEOPLE and why does our city allow this?????  Farm animals should live on a farm where
they are being cared for by RESPONSIBLE and KNOWLEDGEABLE owners.  This is totally
unfair to these poor animals!!! They cannot speak for themselves, so we must!!!

Since we are on the subject of farm animals... my neighbors across the street from me
(on Lovington) have acquired a rooster and a chicken.  The rooster squacks ALL day,
morning until sundown!!!!  This is a disturbance to me and my other neighbors!!!  What
can be done about THIS???

If these people want farm animals, then why in the world are they living in the city????

Unfortunately the city of Troy does not have animal control any longer, which saddens me
because I would have called a long time ago about these chickens and roosters, however
I do not want to see anything bad happen to these defenseless animals.  PLEASE, help
these animals by giving them a voice!!!  They do not belong in the city of TROY!

Thank you for the postcard and allowing me an opportunity to voice my opinion.  I hope
my comments have been somewhat of a help to you in making a decision.

Sincerely,
Susan Kienscherf

 

mailto:slk9270@yahoo.com
mailto:planning@troymi.gov
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