
  
  

TO: Members of Troy City Council 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
DATE: June 14, 2012 
SUBJECT: Synthetic Drugs/ K2- Spice- Bath Salts, Etc.    

 
 
 
At the June 4, 2012 meeting, all members of the Troy City Council expressed a 

desire to take affirmative action to support the community and legislative efforts to 
combat the sale and use of synthetic drugs, such as Spice, K2, bath salts, and other 
chemical compounds with extremely dangerous medical consequences that are 
purchased and used primarily by teens.  Although these types of synthetic drugs have 
been temporarily banned by federal and state legislation, the manufacturers are 
continuously changing the chemical composition in order to circumvent these laws.  
Unfortunately, the current process for criminalizing the possession, use and distribution 
of each of these modified chemical compounds requires extensive testing.  However, 
due to recent media events and an increased public awareness of the dangerous and 
addictive nature of these synthetic drugs, there has been a concerted effort to outlaw all 
possible chemical compositions of these types of synthetic drugs.  On May 24, 2012, 
the U.S. Senate passed a new bill that would preclude all variations of Spice/K2/bath 
salts.  In December 2011, the U.S. House passed its bill that is even more restrictive 
and Congressman Gary Peters has committed to using his efforts in getting federal 
legislation signed by the President on or before July 4, 2012.  Additionally, the State 
Legislature has also passed a similar State law, which is expected to be signed by 
Governor Synder at the earliest opportunity.  Oakland County has also pledged its 
support to combat these synthetic drugs.  After the approval of this new federal and 
state legislation, then the City may also wish to research possible revisions to its 
ordinances that would expand the definition of controlled substances to refer to 
everything identified as a controlled substance by the State of Michigan or the U.S. 
Government.     

 
    In the meantime, the City of Troy has taken a very active role to combat these 

synthetic drugs, and has been successful in obtaining voluntary compliance and in 
generating public education and awareness. The attached press release is just one 
facet of the proactive work that has already been accomplished.   
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Integrity  *  Respect  *  Laws and the Constitution  *  Accountability  *  Problem Solving  *  Professionalism 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
Lt. Robert Redmond – Public Information Officer 

Telephone:  248-524-3447 – Cell: 248-680-7219 – Fax:  248-524-9023 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
June 7, 2012 

 
K-2/SPICE 

   Officers from the Troy Police Department’s Directed Patrol Unit and Community 
Services Section visited 42 establishments today in an attempt to gain a “pledge” from 
them to not sell K2 or other synthetic drug products.  39 of these establishments 
acknowledged the pledge and were given a Troy Police Department Placard to place 
in their window indicating this.  3 establishments were unable to make the pledge due 
to corporate rules and the Police Department will be following up with them to gain 
their pledge.  It is important to note that “not one” of these locations was selling the 
products at the time of our visit.  The Troy Police Department would like to publicly 
recognize these establishments for their commitment not to sell K2 or any other 
synthetic designer drugs.  We offer our thanks to the following businesses: 
 
Lucky’s Market 4835 John R.                        Bottle & Cork Party Store 1660 John R.        
Citgo Gas Station 1654 Livernois                  BP Gas Station 1601 Stephenson Hwy 
7-11 2910 John R.                                         Sunoco Gas Station 2017 Livernois 
7-11 5020 John R.                                         John’s Liquor 4009 Livernois 
Troy Party Store 6990 John R.                      Mr. Pizzo Bootleg 4973 Livernois 
Paul’s Liquor 5903 John R.                           Red Wagon Liquor 1613 Livernois 
Speedway  2980 John R.                              Buscemi’s 3176 Rochester 
Manny’s Liquor 42951 Dequindre                 Kelly’s Market 6037 Rochester 
Atlas Market 36949 Dequindre                     On the Go Gas Station 6951 Rochester 
7-11 1650 Crooks                                         Shell Gas Station 3990 Rochester 
7-11 2891 Crooks                                         Hungry Howie’s 3615 Rochester 
Somerset Market 3095 Crooks                     Wild Bill’s Smokers Outlet 5086 Rochester                          
BP Gas Station 2989 Crooks                        Sunoco Gas Station 3410 Rochester 
Vitamin Village 2971 E. Big Beaver              Sunoco Gas Station 5012 Rochester 
Shell Gas Station 2039 E. Big Beaver          Troy Smoker’s 186 W. Maple 
Spencer Gifts 412 E. Fourteen Mile              Mobil Gas Station 1350 W. Maple 
Mobil Gas Station1881 E. Fourteen Mile      BP Gas Station 1980 E Maple 
John’s Market 75 E. Square Lake                Mobil Gas Station 5015 Livernois 
Shell Gas Station 2970 E. Long Lake          Troy Cheese & Wine 2558  Maple 
BP Gas Station 5977 Livernois                     
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