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TO: Members of Troy City Council
__ FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney ‘o
Susan M. Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney}”'
1 DATE: September 5, 2012
‘ SUBJECT: Rodney Knutson v. City of Troy et. al

Enclosed please find a copy of a lawsuit that was recently filed against the City of
Troy by Rodney Knutson. The City was dispatched to the Knutson home after learning
that Mrs. Knutson had died in the home. As a favor to her husband, who was out of the
State, the Troy Police Department offered to safeguard some loose cash from the home
that would otherwise be left unattended until Mr. Knutson’s return. Mr. Knutson believes
that there is a discrepancy as to the amount of the cash that was temporarily removed
from the home. Before the City could complete its internal investigation, this lawsuit was
filed, asking for three times the amount of the discrepancy. Consistent with the City's
policy when lawsuits are filed, the matter has now been turned over to Oakland County.

A resolution authorizing our office to defend the City’s interest is proposed for your
consideration. If you have any questions concerning the above, please let us know.
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION:

RESOLVED, that the City Attorney is hereby authorized and directed to represent the
City of Troy in any and all claims and damages in the matter of Rodney Knutson v City of

Troy et al (52-4 District Court, Case No. 12-C02387 GC) and to retain any necessary
expert witnesses or pay any necessary costs to adequately represent the City.
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STATE OF WIGHIGAN T CASENO.
324 JUDICIAL DISTRICT SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT ‘ ?
JUDIGIAL CIRGUIT
COUNTY PROBATE /5;1 {:’Q & 3 ° 7 é(’
Court address - Telephons 7o,
520 West Big Beaver Road Troy, M! 48084 (248) 3280400
Plalriiffs namads), addressies), and telephana nofs). Detendant's name(s), adﬁress(as) and hlepmma no(s)
RODNEY KNUTSON ¥ CITY OF TROY :
46 Foithlon 300 West Big Beaver Road
Troy, M1 48083 Troy, MI 48084

(248) 524-3316

Plalntifi’s torney, bar no., address. and teisphone no.

Recss Serm, Esq, (P74482) cio CITY OF TROY -+
2525 8. Telegraph Rd. 500 West Big Beaver Road
Ste. 100 Troy, M 48084
Bloomficld Hills, MI 48302 (243 5243316
586-615-0756

SUMMONS | NCTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: in the name of the people of the State of Michigan you arg mﬂﬁed.

1. You arg being sued. .

2. YOUHAVE 21 DAYS after receiving this summons to file a writsn answerwith. ﬂaem&a‘tandsemampym ptharparty
or fake other lawful action with the court (28 days if you were served by mail or youwere served ouisidethis stite). duorz. 11110y

3K 5;:1: do riot ahswer or take other action within the time sllowed, judgment may be entered agaln,styou farthe. r‘eﬂeidémmdad
in the complaint, '

tssued This summons expi Court clerk ARt Al _i
G227 | h o)) I 3. PREDER

“Thig sumrmons Is invalid unless served on or before its expirabion date,

This docurnen] must be sested by the seal of the courl.

COMPLAINT | tnstruction: The following Is informaticri that is requiredto be in mecapﬂmofmmmphﬂ#anamumw

by the plgintiff. Actus! allegations and the clsin for relief must be stated on add!ﬂonaicmwlamtpawandmdmdwtﬁsm

Family Divigion Cases

1 Thereis noother pending or resolved action within thajurisdiction of the family division of circuit courtinvolving the famity orfamily a
members of the parties.

£ 1 An action within the jurisdiction of the Tamily division of the circuit court involving the family orfamily members nfthe psﬁiesggs

been previously filed in GOt P
The action [remains “lsnolonger  pending. The docket number and the judge assighed toﬁwmiome' I
Dotxet na. Judge = no.
5% 3
Ly N —
Generat Civil Cases s

%

/] There is no other pending or resoived civil action arising out of the same trarsaction or occmem:easauegeddgﬁ;e comp
[ A civil action between these parties or cther parties arising out of the transaction or occurrence aflegedin Rﬁhmﬁhm

been previously filed in Cot. g
The action ]remiging Cienolonger  pending. The docket number and the judge assighed to the m:ﬁfon ae :ﬁ
Docket 1o, Todge ﬁ-;ﬂarﬁ‘;
| VENUE ]

Flainffi{s) residence (nckide cty. township, of vilage) Detendani(s) residencs (inciode city, tewnship, or vilage)

Troy, Oakland County, Michigan Troy, Oakland County, Michigan

Place when2 action sirasé or businese conducted

Troy, Oakland County, Michigan

/21 /2012 Py oo oo (f”??’f‘x?)

Date Signature’ of attometipfaintiff

Ifyou require speial accommiodations to use the court bacause of a disability or if you reguire a forsign Iangusge interpreterto help
you fully participate in court proceedings, please contact the couitimmediately to mai@a axrangemerﬁs

MCo1 (308 SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT  MCR 2.102(8)(11). MCR 2.104. MCR 2.106, MCR 2,107, MGR 2.115C)@)(a), (b). MCR 3.206(4)




_ ' :.suMmﬁﬂé
PROOF OF SERVICE CaseNo.

TO PROCESS SERVER: You are to serve the summons and complaint not later than's1.days froe tHie date
ofexplraion onthe order for second surnmons. You must make and file your retumwrththecowtclerk ifynu ara upaliletocomplets
service you must return this original and all copies to the court clerk.

e; afﬁﬂng o the date

[ CERTIFICATE/AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE! NONSERVIGE N j
5 ] OFFICER CERTIFICATE OR 7 AFFIDAVIT c'" ‘Psncﬁss SERVER [
| 1certify that | am a sheriff, deputy sheriff, baiiiff, appointed Being first dulil swom, compatent |
;’ caurt officer, orattorney for a party (MCR 2.104[A][2]}, and adultwho isnota party of; office: ofamrpb pariy,and !
1 that:  (notarizefion nol required) tha! (notarization ra'qmred} T 1
11 served personally a copy of the summons and complaint, R : '
731 served by registered or certified mail (copy of retum receipt attached) a copy ufthesumnans anﬁ emnp!mnt
< erwith
ogeth List al documnants served with the Summons end Cemplaint
on 1ha defendgni(s)
Dafendant's name Complele addressies) of senilce : Pay. Sat. e

‘1 have personaily attempted to serve the summons and complaint, together with any atfachmants, onthe fb!!oﬁlﬁgdefendmt{s)
and have besn unéble 1o complete service.

Defendant’s namg Compiete address{os) of service Day, dats, thna
o - on
A
b P-4
5 S Sa
(e IR R e Yo
| declare that the stetements above are ttue to the best of my information, knowledge, and belie!. L :é
T e =
Service foe Mites travelsd | Milesge fae | Tolel foe Honatrs = B
$ 3 $ Name {type or prin)
Tiiie ;
Subscribed and sworm to before me on . County, Michigan,
Dste -
My eommission expires: Signature:
. Dats Deputy courl clerk/Notary public
Notary public, State of Michigan, County of

| ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SERVICE |
1 acknowledge that | have received service of the summonhs and complaint, together with

Altachmienis
on

Day, dale, ime

Signature

on behalf of




STATE OF MICHIGAN

52-4 DISTRICT COURT
RODNEY KNUTSOW,
an individual
Piaintiff
v Case No.
Hon.

CITY OF TROY, a Michigan municipal corporation, and
S$GT ROBERT WOLFE, an individual.

Defendants.

Reese Serra (P74482)
Attorneys for Plaintiff

2525 5 Telegraph Rd Ste 100
Bipomfigid Hills, M1 48302
586-615-0756
Reese8484@aocl.com
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There is no other pending or resoived civil action arising
out of the transaction or occumence alleged in this %2 ., =i
complaint, < = &
D) g0s oo Z B 23
REESE SERRA, ESQ., ne’ N oz
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COMPLAINT % 3 e,
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Plaintiff, RODNEY KNUTSON, by and through counsel states for its Complaint as f@‘lfowsg g;
= =
JURISDICTION AND VENUE
1.

= ¥ oy
Plaintiff RODNEY KNUTSON (“KNUTSON") is an individual residing in the City of
Troy, County of Oakland, State of Michigan. :

2. Defendant CITY OF TROY (“TROY") is a Michigan municipat corporation with ite
principal place of business tocated in the City of Troy, Oakland Couty, State of Michigan.

Piaintiff has standing against the City of Troy because the facts which gave rise to ﬂw{s




department of the City of Troy.

Cormnplaint were a result of the actions or inactions of the City of Troy Police Department a
3.

Defendant SGT. ROBERT WOLFE. (“WOLFE") is an individual 'empu}yed by the
City of Tray.

4. The facts which give fise to this Complaint occurred in the City of Troy, Oakfarid
County, State of Michigan.
5. Plaintiff suffered damages in the amount of $3,000, exclusive of interest, costs,
and atiorney's fees, and Plaintiffs claims are otheywise within the jurisdié:ﬁé‘h of this court
COMMON ALLEGATIONS
6. On Monday July 2, 2012, KNUTSON, while traveling in Green Bay, Wisconsin,

learned of his wife Renes's unfortunate passing at their home in Troy, Michigan.

7. KNUTSON immediately left Wiscongin to return to his home,

8. While returning to his home, KNUTSON received a phone call from WOLFE, a
detective for the City of Troy Police Department.

9. While KNUTSON was driving home to Michigan from Wisconsin, WOLFE and
KNUTSON spoke briefly about the Reneg’s passing.
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10. WOLFE mentioned that KNUTSON's brother-in-taw Blair had visited the Hrgmeﬁd :_,gfg;;
e S G o -3
was going to take KNUTSON's two dogs to Renee's muother's home, which was appfpgnafa‘iy j‘ﬁ
two hours away from KNUTSON’s home. ‘::;1 i ‘é
ce L. 3B
11. Additionally, WOLFE stated that Bigir had fold him that KNUTSON kept miongy m@s ~3

Fos

home.

12. WOLFE asked KNUTSON if he would like him (WOLFE) {0 secure the md:ney that

was kept in the home since no one would be staying thera and KNUTSON agreed.

13. RODNEY trusted WOLFE and the City of Troy Police Departmant in a time of great
desperation,




14. Over the phone, KNUTSON gave WOLFE instructions as o where’ﬁqe”rﬁcnay could
be found in the home.

15. KNUTSON stated that some money could be found in the back bedroom in an
enveaiope on top of some stackable files on the dresser.

16. WOLFE found the envelope in the back bedroom and asked KNUTSON how'uch
money was It the envelope.

17. KNUTSON stated that he befieved there was approximataly 5600 i 6 envelope.

18. WOLFE stated that he would count the money and call KNUTSON bask with the
amount,

19. Soon thereafter WOLFE called KNUTSON back and stated that thie amount was

$5,200 and the parties agreed that the amount in the envelope did indsed contain $5,200.
20. WOLFE asked KNUTSON i KNUTSON would like WOLFE to secure the: $5,200 and
KNUTSON agreed,

21. WOLFE then stated that upon searching the home he and the City of Tray Police

Department had also found an additional $1630 in a rnakeup bag in the bathroom.

.

22. KNUTSON responded by stating that the $1,630 was his wife's money.
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23. WOLFE them asked KNUTSON if KNUTSON would like WOLFE to also
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$1,630 and KNUTSON again agreed.
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24, WOLFE asked KNUTSON to stop by the Troy Police Department to talk fo
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and his partner once KNUTSON arrived back in town and KNUTSON agreed. T

nhdb

25. KNUTSON stated that he would come by the Troy Police Dapartment on Julff,
2012. WOLFE stated that the Police Department would watch over his {KNUTSON‘S} money,
offered his condolences for KNUTSON's loss and said goodbye.

26. KNUTSON arrived at the Troy Police Department on July 3, 2012 and spoke with
WOLFE and his femaie partrer.




27. WOLFE asked KNUTSON if he would fike his money returnad.to him and KNUTSON
responded yes,

28. WOLFE produced a manila envelope which contained two smaller envelopes. See
attached Exhibit A.

28. The first of the smaller envelopes had a hand written note on the front that read
“$5200 from NW bedroom dresser’. See attached Exhibit B. The sécond envelope read

“recovered from bathroom make up bag $1630°. See attached Exhibit C.

30. WOLFE suggested that KNUTSON count the money in front of them (WOLFE and
hig partner) and KNUTSON agreed.

31. KNUTSON opened and countad the envalope marked $5200 and the amount came

to $4200. KNUTSON recounted the money and still came up with $4200, $1,000 short, See
attached Exhibit B.

32. WOLFE counted the money from the envelope and also came to a figure.of $4,200.

33. Because KNUTSON needed the money to pay for his wife's funeral, KNUTSON took

the two envelopes of money even though the envelope marked $5200 only conminedjgtl.zoo.
™
See attached Exhibit D.
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34. Despite KNUTSON'S demands for payment, DEFENDANTS have failed, raéuseﬂ;ﬁor 'é:ﬂ
o0
[ B e
neglected to pay the amount owed to KNUTSON. 3 i~
P Te
COUNT1 AP =
BREACH OF INPLIED CONTRACT / ORAL AGREEVENT . = A

R

34,  KNUTBON incorporates by reference the allegations contained in ParagrﬁBhs 1-

33 as Paragraph 34.
35.

WOLFE, in his capacity as police officer and on behalf of TROY and individually,
offered to secure KNUTSON'S money.

36. KNUTSON accepted WOLFE'S offer.




37.  There was a valid and binding oral agreement, supported by adequate

consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which was acknowledged by the parﬂéé
38.

While KNUTSON's money was in the custody, cale and mtmi of TROY, TROY
or WOLFE either intentionally stole or negligently misplaced $1,000 of KNWSON*& ‘maney.

39.  TROY's intentional theft or negligent misplacement of the’ $1 Oﬁl} t:ﬁnstﬁuted a
breach of the oral agreement

40.  Despite KNUTSON'S demands for payment, DEFENDANTS have failed

refused, or neglected to pay the amount owsad io KNUTSON

41.  As aresult of DEFENDANT'S breach, KNUTSON has sufferad damagas
WHEREFORE, KNUTSON prays for an award against DEFENDANTS in that amourit to

which KNUTSON is found to be entitled, together with interest as damages, judgment interest
costs, and reasonable attorney fees

42,

COUNT I
OMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR CONVERSION PURSUANT TO MCL 600.2919a

KNUTSON incorporates by reference the allegations comtained in Paragraphs 1-
41 as the allegations of paragraph 42

vy (53]
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43.  WOLFE, as an officer of TROY, and in his individual capacity, receu@ = § N

Loas fou

et e

KNUTSON'S money or aided in the receipt of KNUTSON'S money, which ong third wggs ﬂ?ﬂs %‘ﬂ

T

property of KNUTSON. é,‘ 3

44. WOLFE, as an officer of TRQY, and in his individual capacity, m’tenttanﬂj{y e =2

0 e

=

converted or aided in the corversion of the funds which were due and owing to KNUT%@N i -

the detriment of KNUTSON.

45

KNUTSON suffered damages as a result of DEFENDANT'S conversion and as
such, DEFENDANTS are liable under the statute, MCL 800.2818a, for treble damages for

converting or aiding in the conversion of funds which were due and owing 1o KNUTSON




WHEREFORE, KNUTSON prays for an award of treble direcz consequan‘aal ahd

interest as damages, judgment-interest, costs, and reasonable attomey faes

COUNT il e
RESPONDEAT SUPERICOR [ VICARIOUS !.!AB!

46.

KNUTSGON incorporates by refererice the allagatmns wntalmﬂ in Paragraphs i-.
45 as the allepations of paragraph 46

47.  WOLFE secursd KNUTSON'S maney while WOLEE was 2h employae. 6f TROY

48. WOLFE'S actions of securing KNUTON'S money Was WltmnWOLFE*S seope of
employment with TROY.

49.  As a result of WOLFE'S actions or inactions, WOLFE or TROY. lost or converfed

$1,000 of KNUTSON'S money while it was in the care, custody and soritral of TROY

50. TROY is vicariously liable for the actions of its employee WOLFE, ‘which were
committed during the scope of WOLFE'S employment with TROY

WHEREFORE, KNUTSON prays for an award against DEFENGANTQ in that-amount to

which KNUTSON is found to be entitled, together with interest as damages; judgment interest
costs, and reasonable atiorney fees

Aoy R
25 3
Respectfully submitted, w5 6
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Reese Serra (P74482) DA cé
Attorneys for Plaintiff T =
2525 8 Telegraph Rd 3 e =~

Ste 100 &

Bloomfield Hilis, Mi 48302
Dated: §/21 /12 586-615-0756

ReeseB484@aol.com
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52-4 STRICT COURT
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EXHIBIT D

52-4 DISTRIET COURT
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