
AGENDA 

TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MEETING 

NOVEMBER 14, 2012 – 7:30 P.M. 

LOWER LEVEL CONFERENCE ROOM - TROY CITY HALL 

500 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD 
 
1. Roll Call 
 
2. Minutes – October 17, 2012 
 

REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
3. Request for No Stopping, Standing, Parking – Boulan, Alpine to Dead End 
 Requested by Barbara Dawson, 1834 Boulan  
 
4.  Establish Fire Lanes at 651 Robbins 
 Requested by Fire Department 
 
5. Discussion of Rochester/Stephenson No Right/Left Turn on Red 
 Requested by Traffic Committee 
 
6. Public Comment 
 
7. Other Business 
 
8. Adjourn 
 
cc:  Item 3: Barbara Dawson, 1834 Boulan 
     Traci Peterson, 1732 Muer 
     Residents on Boulan, Muer and within 300’  
  
  Item 4: Joel Nosanchuk, P.O. Box 668, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303  
      
 
 Traffic Committee Members 
 Captain Robert Redmond & Sgt. Mike Szuminski, Police Department 
 Lt. Eric Caloia, Fire Department 
 William J. Huotari, Deputy City Engineer/Traffic Engineer    
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TRAFFIC COMMITTEE 
 

MESSAGE TO VISITORS, DELEGATIONS AND CITIZENS 
 
The Traffic Committee is composed of seven Troy citizens who have volunteered their time to 
the City to be involved in traffic and safety concerns.  The stated role of this Committee is: 
 

a. To give first hearing to citizens’ requests and obtain their input. 
 
b. To make recommendations to the City Council based on technical considerations, 

traffic surveys, established standards, and evaluation of citizen input. 
 
c. To identify hazardous locations and recommend improvements to reduce the 

potential for traffic accidents. 
 
Final decisions on sidewalk waivers will be made by the Committee at this meeting. 
 
The recommendations and conclusions arrived at on regular items this evening will be forwarded 
to the City Council for their final action.  Any citizen can discuss these recommendations before 
City Council. The items discussed at the Traffic Committee meeting will be placed on the City 
Council Agenda by the City Manager.  The earliest date these items might be considered by City 
Council would normally be 10 days to 2 weeks from the Traffic Committee meeting.  If you are 
interested, you may wish to contact the City Manager’s Office in order to determine when a 
particular item is on the Agenda. 
 
Persons wishing to speak before this Committee should attempt to hold their remarks to no more 
than 5 minutes.  Please try to keep your remarks relevant to the subject at hand. Please speak 
only when recognized by the Chair.  These comments are made to keep this meeting moving 
along.  Anyone wishing to be heard will be heard; we are here to listen and help in solving or 
resolving your particular concerns. 
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REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
3.  Request for No Stopping, Standing, Parking – Boulan, Alpine to Dead End 
 

Barbara Dawson of 1834 Boulan requested that the times listed on the existing No Stopping, 
Standing, Parking signs be modified to reflect the start and end times of the schools adjacent 
to Boulan (Bemis Elementary and Boulan Park Middles School).  Ms. Dawson states that 
parents are pulling into this area to drop off children and creating a hazardous situation for 
children that walk through this area in the morning to the schools.  

 
   SUGGESTED RESOLUTIONS: 
 

a. RESOLVED, that the Traffic Committee recommends that the No Stopping, 
Standing, Parking signs on Boulan, from Alpine to the Dead End be revised to the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. School Days Only. 

 
b. RESOLVED, that the Traffic Committee recommends that Boulan, from Alpine to 

the Dead End have no restrictions on vehicular movements. 
 
4.  Establish Fire Lanes at 651 Robbins 
 

Section 8.28, Chapter 106, Troy City Code, provides for the establishment of fire lanes on 
private property.  The Fire Department recommends that the fire lanes shown on the 
attached sketch be provided to allow proper deployment of and travel by emergency 
vehicles (fire, police, medical). 

 
   SUGGESTED RESOLUTIONS: 
 

a. RESOLVED, that the Traffic Committee recommends establishing fire lanes at 651 
Robbins.   

   
b. RESOLVED, that the Traffic Committee recommends no changes at 651 Robbins. 

 
5.  Discussion of Rochester/Stephenson No Right/Left Turn on Red 
 
 
6. Public Comment  
 
 
7. Other Business 
 
 
8. Adjourn   
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TRAFFIC COMMITTEE MINUTES – OCTOBER 17, 2012  DRAFT 

A regular meeting of the Troy Traffic Committee was held Wednesday, October 17, 2012 in the 
Lower Level Conference Room at Troy City Hall.  Pete Ziegenfelder called the meeting to order 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 
1. Roll Call 
 
PRESENT:   
    Ted Halsey 
    Richard Kilmer 
    David Ogg 
    Stevan Popovic 
    Pete Ziegenfelder 
 
ABSENT:  Sarah Binkowski 
    Al Petrulis 
             
Also present: Brad Griffin, 5211 Vineyards Court 
    Brad Griffin, Jr., 5211 Vineyards Court 
    Lt. Eric Caloia, Fire Department 
    Bill Huotari, Deputy City Engineer/Traffic Engineer 
     
2. Minutes – September 19, 2012 
 
RESOLUTION # 2012-10-22 
  
Moved by Kilmer 
Seconded by Ogg 
 
To approve the September 19, 2012 minutes as printed. 
 
YES:   All-5 
NO:   None 
ABSENT: 2 (Binkowski, Petrulis) 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
3.  Request for Traffic Control – Vineyards at Vineyards Court 
 
Ann Marie Walkiewicz of 2861 Vineyards requested that the intersection of Vineyards at 
Vineyards Court be reviewed for the purpose of installing a Stop or Yield sign on Vineyards 
Court.  Ms. Walkiewicz states that lack of traffic control at the intersection creates a hazardous 
situation.  
 
Brad Griffin and his son were present at the meeting and spoke in favor of installing a Stop sign 
on the Vineyards Court northbound approach to the intersection.  They have witnessed other 
drivers not stopping or yielding at the intersection to vehicles approaching on Vineyards.  The 
corner of Vineyards and Vineyards Court is also a bus stop so a Stop sign would help provide 
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safety for children waiting for the bus.   
 
Emails in favor of a Stop or Yield sign were also received from: 
 

 Anne Marie Walkiewicz, 2681 Vineyards Drive 
 Catherine Gofrank, 2971 Vineyards Drive 
 Sue Daiza, 5210 Serena Drive 
 Darlene Hegedus, Address not noted 
 Lisa Bourquin, 5236 Vineyards Court 
 Kimberly Lee, 2862 Vineyards Drive 

 
One email was received opposing changes to the intersection from Martin and Karen Makowski 
of 2905 Vineyards Drive. 
 
General discussion among the Traffic Committee members ensued. 
 
RESOLUTION # 2012-10-23 
 
Moved by Halsey 
Seconded by Kilmer 
 
RESOLVED, that the Traffic Committee recommends that the intersection control at Vineyards 
and Vineyards Court be modified from “no traffic control” to a STOP sign on the Vineyards Court 
northbound approach to the intersection. 
 
YES:   All-5 
NO:   None 
ABSENT: 2 (Binkowski, Petrulis) 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
4.  Request to Revise School Speed Zone Hours – Hamilton Elementary 
 
Debbie Hayes of 6830 Mountain requested that the times listed on the supplementary plaques 
indicating School Speed Limit of 25 mph on Northfield Parkway, near Hamilton Elementary, be 
revised to reflect the new school day hours at the school. 
 
The Troy School district has revised start and end times at several schools and as such, some 
signs are no longer consistent with the new school times.  The revised school day times are to 
be held for the next five years per discussions with school administrators. 
 
Hamilton Elementary arrival is now 9:10 a.m. and dismissal is 4:01 p.m. The existing signs at this 
location were previously approved with restrictions between 7:45 to 8:30 a.m. and 3:00 to 4:00 
p.m.  With the new school times to be effective with the start of the 2012-13 school year, a 
temporary traffic control order was issued on September 19, 2012 to revise the times on the 
signs to 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 to 4:30 p.m on Northfield Parkway.   
 
A temporary traffic control order is valid for up to 90 days.  After that time, it must either be 
replaced with a permanent traffic control order or it expires. 
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No members of the public spoke on this item at the meeting. 
 
General discussion among the Traffic Committee members ensued. 
 
RESOLUTION # 2012-10-24 
 
Moved by Popovic 
Seconded by Kilmer 
 
RESOLVED, that the Traffic Committee recommends that the supplementary plaques indicating 
School Speed Limit of 25 mph on Northfield Parkway, near Hamilton Elementary, be revised to 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.     
 
YES:   All-5 
NO:   None 
ABSENT: 2 (Binkowski, Petrulis) 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
5. Public Comment 
 
There was no additional public comment. 
 
6. Other Business 
 
Mr. Halsey requested that the traffic signal operations at Maple and Livernois be reviewed.  He 
reports that there is not sufficient green time for the left turn from eastbound Maple to 
northbound Livernois.  Traffic Engineering will refer this item to the RCOC Traffic Safety 
Department for further investigation. 
 
Mr. Popovic and Mr. Kilmer requested that the Traffic Engineer review the No Right Turn on Red 
signs at Old Rochester/Stephenson and the No Left Turn on Red signs at the double-left turn 
crossover on Stephenson Highway immediately to the south.  They report that the red time for 
vehicles at both locations is excessive and that there are sufficient gaps available to safely make 
these turns to northbound/southbound Stephenson Highway.  A report by the Traffic Engineer 
will be provided to the Committee at a future meeting. 
 
7. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.  
 
                                          ___        
Pete Ziegenfelder, Chairperson    Bill Huotari, Recording Secretary 
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October 30, 2012 
 
TO:     Traffic Committee 
 
FROM:   Bill Huotari, Deputy City Engineer/ Traffic Engineer 
 
SUBJECT:   Request for No Stopping, Standing Parking  
    Boulan, Alpine to Dead End 
 
Background: 
 
Barbara Dawson of 1834 Boulan requested that the times listed on the existing No Stopping, 
Standing, Parking signs be modified to reflect the start and end times of the schools adjacent to 
Boulan (Bemis Elementary and Boulan Park Middle School).  Ms. Dawson states that parents are 
pulling into this area to drop off children and creating a hazardous situation for children that walk 
through this area in the morning to the schools.  
 
Boulan Park Middle school arrival time is 7:55 a.m. and dismissal time is 2:32 p.m.   Bemis 
Elementary arrival time is 8:40 a.m. and dismissal is 3:30 p.m. 
 
The original contact from Ms. Dawson was made through the City Manager and Police Chief on 
October 23, 2012.  On October 24, Troy Police officers checked into the validity of the concern.  The 
officer on the scene reported that Ms. Dawson’s concerns were well founded.  In the officer’s view, 
the situation at the dead-end of Boulan is “a nightmare and a disaster waiting to happen”.   
 
He was referring to the volume of cars pulling onto the dead-end of Boulan, many pulling into 
driveways, dropping off children who were then seen walking between cars on their way to school. 
Several vehicles were observed backing up the entire length of the dead-end section while still more 
parents pulled onto the dead-end to drop off even more children.  These observations, combined with 
there being no sidewalks on Boulan for the children to walk on, and all of this occurring in total 
darkness, led the officer to recommend immediate action to avoid a child being run over by a parent. 
 
In response to this report, the officer was directed by his supervisor the same morning to stop by both 
Boulan Park Middle School and Bemis Elementary to speak to the respective principals and ask them 
to notify parents of: 
  

 The unsafe conditions at the end of Boulan during morning and afternoon hours 
 That the no parking signs will be changed to reflect the change in school start/end times 
 That officers will be on Boulan in an effort to provide for the safety of children on their way to 

and from school 
 

TTRRAAFFFFIICC  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  RREEPPOORRTT  
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Later the same morning, the Traffic Engineer was contacted by Troy Police to revise the effective 
times listed on the No Stopping, Standing, Parking signs.  A temporary Traffic Control Order was 
issued by the Traffic Engineer on October 24, 2012 and forwarded to the Department of Public Works 
to have the existing sign changed and add additional signs to the existing No Outlet sign as well as to 
the end of the Boulan near the barricade.  All signs would state “No Stopping, Standing, Parking 7 AM 
– 4 PM School Days Only.  DPW placed the signs on Friday, October 26, 2012.  The south side of 
Boulan is posted as No Parking as it is the fire hydrant side of the road. 
 
Subsequent to this activity, the original TCO was investigated.  TCO 79-9-P was approved by City 
Council on October 1, 1979.  Signs were installed on October 18, 1979.  Copies of pertinent 
information are attached.  The reasons for time restrictions on Boulan stated back in 1979 are similar 
to the reasons stated in 2012. 
 
The original TCO stated: 
 
“RESOLVED, that Traffic Control Order No. 79-9-P for the installation of “No Stopping, Standing or 
Parking – School Days – 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.” signs on both sides of Boulan from the west end to 
Alpine, is hereby approved”. 
 
The effective times of the sign has varied over the years, with the most recent signs stating “No 
Stopping, Standing, Parking 8 AM – 4 PM School Days Only”, which were replaced on October 26, 
2012. 
 
Troy Police have been enforcing the restrictions on Boulan, but have not been issuing tickets.  Rather 
they have been talking to parents to educate them about the hazardous situation and to suggest a 
safer route.  Troy Police has stressed to those in favor of the new signs and to those opposed that 
everything that has been done has been for the protection of the children.   
 
Recommendation:  
 
Recommend that the No Stopping, Standing, Parking signs on Boulan, from Alpine to the Dead End, 
be revised to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., School Days Only.   
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William J Huotari

From: William J Huotari
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 1:36 PM
To: William J Huotari
Subject: FW: History of sign on Boulan Road Dead End

 
 

From: Traci Nell Peterson [mailto:tracinell@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 29, 2012 10:12 AM 
To: William J Huotari 
Subject: Re: History of sign on Boulan Road Dead End 
 
Thank you for the notes, highlighted even! 
 
Have a good day. 

On Mon, Oct 29, 2012 at 9:58 AM, William J Huotari <HuotariWJ@troymi.gov> wrote: 

Traci, the item will still be on the November 14, 2012 Traffic Committee meeting agenda as the signs were changed 
based on a Temporary Traffic Control Order that changed the times on the signs. 

The current request was made by a resident and also supported by Troy PD based on their observations at the site. 

 I did find the original Traffic Committee meeting minutes as well as the City Council approval and original Traffic Control 
Order for the signs.  The signs were originally approved by the Traffic Committee on September 19, 1979.  This 
recommendation was forwarded to City Council at their meeting of October 1, 1979.  A Traffic Control Order (TCO) was 
issued and the signs were installed on October 18, 1979. 

 The signs have been in place in some fashion since October 18, 1979.  It is apparent that the times on the signs have 
varied, but I do not find record of other TCO’s or Temporary TCO’s changing the original time of 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
The Temporary TCO that was issued on October 24, 2012 changed the time to 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

 I have attached copies of the pertinent sections or copies of the documents referenced above for your review. 

 The arguments made at that time are similar to the ones made today and were supported by Troy PD then as they are 
now.   

 You still have the right to provide your input on this item when the Traffic Committee considers it on November 14 and 
voice your concerns. 

 If you have additional questions, please let me know. 

Thanks, Bill 

 From: Traci Nell Peterson [mailto:tracinell@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 29, 2012 9:39 AM 
To: William J Huotari 
Subject: Re: History of sign on Boulan Road Dead End 
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 Good morning, Bill. 

 It seems that forwarding my concerns on the the Police and City Attorney, and even attending the traffic 
hearing are now moot and unnecessary. As of Friday afternoon, 3 new signs (I'm smiling as I type this--3?! 
Really?) in a 150' area have been erected with a new time stamp of 7am-4pm. 

 Sigh. And here I thought offering my (and several other neighbors) perspective that driving our kids to the dead 
end is the safest option--in a neighborhood with no sidewalks, several construction sites (and workers), cut-
through neighborhood traffic, rain, darkness, slick/icy streets, freezing temperatures and usually snow during 
the school year-- at a traffic hearing would make a difference to this over reaction.  

 Also, since my neighbors and I have all either been hit or nearly hit trying to exit left onto Crooks during rush 
hour/bumper-to-bumper traffic to get our kids to school, and the numerous emails from Boulan Park Middle 
School's principal stressing how dangerous the school's parking lot is when the rules aren't followed (a girl was 
hit in 2010), we've come to the conclusion that using our neighborhood's dead end as a U-turn was the safest 
route. A decision we thought we had the responsibility and right to.  

 I know Barbara Dawson, (the person that made this latest request for the new times and police enforcement) 
and I admire her rugged pioneer spirit, determination and love of nature to walk her kids to school every 
morning, regardless of weather and/or darkness. Perhaps it helps that she lives just 500-600 feet down the street 
from school. The rest of us don't.  

 I understand the argument for this sign(s):  

1. "Someone complained about backing out of their driveway." Okay, I've seen this happen and the 30 seconds 
it has taken to resolve itself. With that logic I wonder if everyone that lives on Crooks frustrated that they can't 
immediately leave their driveway knows they can request a No Stopping, No Standing, No Parking sign all 
along the residential portion of Crooks? Along with police enforcement each morning. 

 2. "Dead end traffic could potentially harm a child." As far as I know, (12 years experience) this has never 
happened. I was going to request police records this morning to verify. Let's be honest, our entire neighborhood 
could potentially be hazardous to a child, for the reasons listed above--no sidewalks, speeding/cut-through 
traffic, construction sites/workers, weather/time of day conditions. Those of us that use the dead end are 
parents. We respect when people need to exit their driveway and we are hyper-aware of the few (if any) 
children walking, during this 10-15 minute window of time. Again, with this logic of potential danger, we 
should all stop driving. And having kids. 

 I'm also fascinated that there are 2 other dead end access points to Bemis and Boulan, along with 2 cul-de-sac 
sidewalk cut-throughs in two other neighborhoods. Our neighborhood dead end is the only dead end, or cul-de-
sac sidewalk, with No Stopping, No Standing, No Parking signs. For the parents in the other neighborhoods, I 
hope the persons that requested these signs in our neighborhood don't find out. ;) 

 Thank you, Bill, for your help. It has been a pleasure to interact with you. 

 Best regards, 

 Traci Peterson 

  

On Mon, Oct 29, 2012 at 8:22 AM, William J Huotari <HuotariWJ@troymi.gov> wrote: 
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Traci, I will see what I can find on the original signs. 

 I have forwarded a copy of your email to the City Attorney and Police Chief for review as well. 

 Thanks, Bill 

  

From: Traci Nell Peterson [mailto:tracinell@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 26, 2012 11:50 AM 
To: William J Huotari 
Subject: History of sign on Boulan Road Dead End 

 Hello Mr. Huotari, 

We spoke on the phone yesterday regarding the upcoming Traffic Hearing and regarding the "No Stopping, No 
Standing, No Parking" sign. 

I found out that the current sign was erected on Aug 2003. I would like to know who requested that sign, and (if 
given) the reason for the sign. 

 Also, what is the law regarding this sign? Currently, the sign is posted at the half-way point of the start of the 
dead end section of street. Am I allowed to "Stop, Stand, Park" up to that sign but not beyond? Am I not 
allowed to enter a public dead end street and make a U-turn at the end of it? Or, with this sign, does this dead 
end become "privatized," requiring the Police to "protect and serve" that bit of road?  

 This morning the Troy Police parked his SUV vehicle perpendicular to the street, blocking the entire road, (I 
mused how that would go over with the home owner when she needed to back out for work) at the head of the 
dead end area, not where the sign was. Also, the sign reads 8am-4pm. Are the police jumping the gun on this, 
before the traffic hearing date and before both sides/rationale are reviewed?  

 It was an interesting morning--between the construction workers/vehicles on Alpine, the rain, the dark, the 
Police SUV blocking the entire road to the dead end, it was the most hazardous I've ever seen that dead end in 
the 12 years I've lived here. Frankly, this morning proved to me that this feels very much like an over reaction 
to a 10 minute window of time, and very short sighted when the realities of dark mornings, rain, snow, freezing 
temperatures AND the new homes currently being built and proposed 16 more homes to be built on 
Alpine/McClure.   

 I appreciate your time in reviewing this email and providing me with the information I have requested above. 
I'm looking forward to the hearing. 
 --  
Traci Peterson 

248-930-7591 
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William J Huotari

From: William J Huotari
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 1:38 PM
To: William J Huotari
Subject: FW: Safety of Walking School Children

 
On Oct 23, 2012, at 4:23 PM, "Matt and Barbara Dawson" <dawsontroy@att.net> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Culpepper and Chief Mayer, 
  
The safety of children on our street has been threatened since school started. There 
have been many close calls between walking children and car traffic.  
  
Boulan Street dead ends at a footpath leading directly to Boulan Park Middle School 
and continuing on to Bemis Elementary. 
Many children are dropped off at this point usually to save parents time in traveling 
around to enter the correct way via Northfield Parkway. The problem arises when these 
same cars then have to back up or try to turn around after making their drop-off. They 
have to negotiate other cars doing the same maneuver and walking children. There are 
no sidewalks, but regardless I would still be writing this email. Cars are pulling into 
neighbor's driveways and/or backing up in an area not designed to handle this situation.  
More recently this is compounded with the fact that it is barely light when the middle 
school children are walking. 
  
There is a "no parking" sign on one side of the street and a "no stopping, standing or 
parking" sign on the other. However, the sign reads from 8-4 on school days. That was 
fine in the past but now Troy has moved to a flex start time. It switches from year to 
year. This year the middle school starts at 7:50. Thus starting around 7:20AM there are 
cars speeding to drop their students at the Boulan street dead end. After school there 
are cars parked waiting. (Last year school got out after 4pm.) A more appropriate time 
would be from 6:00AM to 5:00PM. This should cover school flex times and allow for 
after school activities.  
  
I realize that these are members of our community, parents and classmates. However, 
there is a safe way to drive the children to school. Both Bemis and Boulan have a 
parking lot designed for drop-off that does not interfere with foot traffic. It may mean 
leaving 5 minutes earlier but that is not a hardship to ensure safe passage for all 
students. 
  
I am asking you for two things: 
1. Updated sign(s) with a more appropriate time of effectiveness. 
2. Active enforcement. 
  
Thank you for your consideration on this matter. 
Regards, 
  
Barbara Dawson 
1834 Boulan 
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William J Huotari

From: William J Huotari
Sent: Wednesday, October 31, 2012 1:41 PM
To: William J Huotari
Subject: FW: History of sign on Boulan Road Dead End

 
 

From: Michael D Szuminski  
Sent: Monday, October 29, 2012 12:56 PM 
To: William J Huotari 
Cc: Robert J Redmond; Gary G Mayer; Frank Nastasi 
Subject: RE: History of sign on Boulan Road Dead End 
 
Bill,         
 
As you know, the Police Department became involved in this matter when a resident of Boulan St, Barbara Dawson, sent 
the below email on October 23rd  to Mr Culpepper and Chief Mayer expressing concern for the safety of children walking 
to and from Boulan Middle School and Bemis Elementary. 
 

Dear Mr. Culpepper and Chief Mayer, 
  

The safety of children on our street has been threatened since school started. There have been many close calls 
between walking children and car traffic.  
  

Boulan Street dead ends at a footpath leading directly to Boulan Park Middle School and continuing on to Bemis 
Elementary. 

Many children are dropped off at this point usually to save parents time in traveling around to enter the correct 
way via Northfield Parkway. The problem arises when these same cars then have to back up or try to turn around 
after making their drop-off. They have to negotiate other cars doing the same maneuver and walking children. 
There are no sidewalks, but regardless I would still be writing this email. Cars are pulling into neighbor's 
driveways and/or backing up in an area not designed to handle this situation.  
More recently this is compounded with the fact that it is barely light when the middle school children are walking. 

  
There is a "no parking" sign on one side of the street and a "no stopping, standing or parking" sign on the other. 
However, the sign reads from 8-4 on school days. That was fine in the past but now Troy has moved to a flex start 
time. It switches from year to year. This year the middle school starts at 7:50. Thus starting around 7:20AM there 
are cars speeding to drop their students at the Boulan street dead end. After school there are cars parked waiting. 
(Last year school got out after 4pm.) A more appropriate time would be from 6:00AM to 5:00PM. This should 
cover school flex times and allow for after school activities.  

  
I realize that these are members of our community, parents and classmates. However, there is a safe way to drive 
the children to school. Both Bemis and Boulan have a parking lot designed for drop-off that does not interfere with 
foot traffic. It may mean leaving 5 minutes earlier but that is not a hardship to ensure safe passage for all 
students. 

  
I am asking you for two things: 
1. Updated sign(s) with a more appropriate time of effectiveness. 
2. Active enforcement. 

  
Thank you for your consideration on this matter. 
Regards, 

  
Barbara Dawson 
1834 Boulan 
248.822.2085  
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The next morning, October 24th, Traffic Safety Officer Kirk Linton, a 17 year police veteran with extensive experience 
investigating traffic safety issues, checked into the validity of the complaint.  Officer Linton reported back that Ms 
Dawson’s concerns were well founded.  In Officer Linton’s view, the situation at the dead-end of Boulan is “a nightmare 
and a disaster waiting to happen.”  He was referring to the volume of cars pulling onto the dead-end of Boulan, many 
pulling into driveways, dropping off children who were then seen walking between cars on their way to school.  Several 
vehicles were observed backing up the entire length of the dead-end section while still more parents pulled onto the dead-
end to drop off even more children.  These observations, combined with their being no sidewalks on Boulan for the 
children to walk on, and all of this occurring in total darkness, led Officer Linton to recommend immediate action to avoid a
child being run over by a parent. 
 
In response, that same morning, October 24th, I sent the following email to Officer Linton: 
 

Kirk, 
In light of the hazardous situation existing at the dead end of Boulan St that we witnessed this morning, stop by 
both Boulan and Bemis Schools and speak to the principals.  Ask them to notify parents (via email, newsletter, 
etc) of;  

 the unsafe conditions at the end of Boulan St during morning and afternoon school rush,  

 that the no parking signs will be changed soon to reflect the change in school start/end times, and  

 that officers will be on Boulan St, all in an effort to provide for the safety of children on their way to and 
from school. 

Let me know when this has been accomplished. 
Thanks!! 
Mike 

 
Later that same morning, City of Troy Traffic Engineer William Houtari, who had been cc’ed on the above email, 
responded: 
 
                Mike, I just got out of a staff meeting and will be heading out there to take a look at the signs. 

I can issue a Temporary TCO to have the times on the signs changed but need to follow up at the November 
Traffic Committee meeting to have a permanent TCO initiated.  The Temporary TCO is valid for 90 days. 
Does PD agree or recommend a time period of 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.?   
School time at Boulan is 7:55 a.m. start and 2:32 p.m. dismissal this year and is to be held for 5 years.  Per Barb 

Fowler, the times established this year are to be in place for 5 years. 
School time last year was 8:20 a.m. to 2:57 p.m. 
From reviewing the road videos we have (from 2003) the signs show No Stopping, Standing, Parking from 7 AM 
to 5PM School Days, but I am going to go out and verify what times are on the signs. 
Thanks, Bill 

 
It was agreed the signs should be changed to read:  No Stopping, Standing, Parking from 7AM to 4PM on school days.  
Also on October 24th Mr Houtari sent the below email to the Superintendant of Parks, Streets and Drains, Kurt 
Bovensiep: 
 

Kurt, attached is a Temporary TCO for No Stopping, Standing, Parking signs on Boulan, from Alpine to the dead 
end.  You can read the email string below.  The sooner these signs can be posted the better as PD will be doing 
enforcement in this area and the signs will help them do their work. 
I went out there today and the pictures attached show what is out there today. 
What I am requesting is that No Stopping, Standing, Parking signs be installed at three (3) locations: 

1. Place a new sign below the existing NO OUTLET sign 
2. Replace the existing sign below the Pedestrian Crossing sign 
3. Place a new sign at the end of Boulan, on the ROAD ENDS sign if possible, if not then a new post would 

need to be placed back of the guardrail so that a sign could be placed there. 
All of the signs are to read “NO STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING 7AM – 4PM SCHOOL DAYS”. 
I will be following up with an agenda item for the November Traffic Committee meeting to replace the 

temporary TCO with a permanent TCO. 
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Any questions, please let me know. 
Thanks, Bill 

 
I have also spoken to Mr Culpepper about this issue.  He has personal knowledge regarding how, several years ago, the 
current design and configuration of this area came to be. 
 
As of today, October 29, 2012, the temporary traffic control order (TCO) is in place, the new signs are being 
manufactured and a Traffic Committee meeting has been scheduled for November 14, 2012 at 7:30PM.  If the new signs 
are approved by the Traffic Committee, the matter will be presented to City Council for their consideration. 
 
All of this has been done, without delay, for one reason:  To protect children as they go and from school. 
 
Over the past several days, I have spoken to parents who both favor and oppose the new signs.   Some are unhappy 
about a police officer being at the dead‐end of Boulan virtually every school morning.  I should note here that officers 
have been there at my direction, not to issue citations or take other enforcement action, but to talk to parents and 
educate them about this hazardous situation, and to suggest a safer route.  We have stressed to those in favor of the 
new signs, and to those opposed, that everything we have done is for the protection of children.  Not everyone has been 
satisfied with this explanation. 
 
This email has been sent to document the problem, when was it brought to our attention, and what we did about it.  If 
you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Mike 
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October 31, 2012 
 
TO:     Traffic Committee 
 
FROM:   Bill Huotari, Deputy City Engineer/ Traffic Engineer 
 
SUBJECT:   Rochester/Stephenson – No Right/Left Turn on Red  
     
Background: 
 
Mr. Popovic, supported by Mr. Kilmer, asked for background on the No Right Turn on Red sign at 
Rochester and southbound Stephenson as well as the No Left Turn on Red sign at the double-left 
cross over from southbound Stephenson to northbound Stephenson. 
 
Mr. Halsey was concerned that the signs were placed without input from the Traffic Committee. 
 
History: 
 
The Traffic Committee considered these items at their meeting of March 19, 1997.  Mr. Halsey was 
excused from the meeting as he was out of town.   
 
Residents of Troy Mobile Home Villa, on Stephenson Highway, reported that they had major 
difficulties entering and exiting the park after the double-left turn crossover was constructed (there 
was a project that removed the direct left turn from Rochester to northbound Stephenson and 
constructed a signalized dual-left turn crossover for southbound to northbound Stephenson 
movement immediately to the south of Rochester Road).   
 
When traffic is stopped on Stephenson, Rochester Road traffic is turning.  Rochester Road traffic can 
also turn on red, which creates a steady flow of vehicles.  The residents of the mobile home park sent 
a petition to the Traffic Engineer requesting “No Turn on Red” signs, along with police enforcement to 
help alleviate this problem.   
 
A traffic analysis was performed at that time to quantify the traffic at the crossover and the 
northbound Stephenson approach.  It was found that considerable traffic existed.  Field observations 
indicated that motorists on Sylvia Drive (mobile home park), Piedmont and Wheaton were still 
experiencing excessive delays to make right turns onto northbound Stephenson.  The traffic study 
indicated that maximum volumes occurred between 7-9 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.   
 
A recommendation was made to install a “No Turn on Red” sign at the double-left crossover with 
auxiliary signs restricting the time periods from 7-9 a.m. and 4-6 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 

TTRRAAFFFFIICC  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  RREEPPOORRTT  
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The existing “No Turn on Red” signs on northbound Rochester at Stephenson were installed as 
temporary signs just after the construction of the double-left crossover (there is no documentation that 
the No Right Turn on Red signs were placed based on a Traffic Control Order) .  An evaluation of 
traffic at this location was performed and indicated that the need for restricting right turns on red was 
required only for the peak hours.  Non-compliance during off peak hours was high, so it was 
recommended that auxiliary signs be placed restricting the time periods from 7-9 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. 
 
Both items originally failed due to lack of support.  Additional discussion ensued between the Traffic 
Engineer and the Traffic Committee and a new motion was made and supported and the items were 
subsequently voted on and approved by the Traffic Committee by a 6-0 vote. 
 
It is somewhat unclear how things unfolded from this point forward, but I will try to explain what I 
understand based on my research and documentation that I have discovered. 
 
At the City Council meeting of March 31, 1997, the Traffic Committee recommendations were 
considered but Resolution #97-290 only approved placing the auxiliary signs  restricting hours from 7-
9 a.m. and 4-6 p.m., Monday through Friday, on the existing No Turn on Red signs at northbound 
Rochester to Stephenson Highway.  Both Traffic Committee recommendations are noted in the 
Council minutes, but no Council approval of the No Left Turn on Red signs at the double-left cross 
over was made at this meeting.  There is no mention in the Council minutes as to why only Rochester 
at Stephenson was included in the resolution.  Based on future Council minutes, it appears that the 
two Traffic Committee recommendations forwarded for consideration were separated with one 
approved and the other not considered or tabled. 
 
At the City Council meeting of May 12, 1997, a request was made to reconsider City Council action 
on the crossover from southbound to northbound Stephenson.  Resolution #97-469 was approved for 
the installation of a No Turn on Red sign, Monday through Friday at the crossover. 
 
Subsequent to this approval, Traffic Engineering was inundated with calls regarding the signs at the 
crossover and the necessity of changing the restrictions to the peak hours only.  A traffic study was 
performed and found that during non-peak hours non-compliance was very high.  A recommendation 
was made to City Council to add auxiliary signs restricting the time periods from 7-9 a.m. and 4-6 
p.m., Monday through Friday to reduce driver frustration and maintain consistency with the sign just 
upstream of the turnaround at Rochester and Stephenson. 
 
This recommendation was made directly to City Council at their meeting of September 8, 1997.  By 
Resolution #97-721-C-6, Traffic Control Order 97-9-MR was amended to add auxiliary signs reading 
“7-9 a.m. and 4-6 p.m.” to the existing “No Turn on Red, Monday through Friday” signs.  The auxiliary 
signs were installed on October 7, 1997. 
 
There have been no material changes to the area since this time.  There have been requests from 
motorists over the years to investigate the signal timing, remove the signs, etc. that have been 
received by Traffic Engineering.  Traffic Engineering has communicated with the Road Commission 
for Oakland County (RCOC) on several occasions to see if signal timing changes could be made to 
decrease the wait times at both locations as field reviews do show non-compliance at both locations, 
most likely due to the decreased traffic volumes that have been experienced. 
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Traffic has started to grow over the last year or so and is anticipated to increase as we move forward.  
However, it may be several years before we return to volumes that we experienced prior to the 
economic downturn.  Significant vacancies in office space, industrial and commercial and residential 
homes have attributed to lower traffic volumes throughout the day.  Peak hour volumes are still 
significant, but not at levels that we experienced even five years ago. 
 
Next Steps: 
 
Should the Traffic Committee members desire to explore removal or modifications to one or both 
locations, I would recommend that the following two items be complete prior to any changes being 
made since the signs were placed based on resident requests as well as traffic studies: 
 

1. Perform a new traffic study to record volumes on Rochester, northbound and southbound 
Stephenson and the cross over to verify current volumes over a period of at least one week. 

2. Perform a mail poll of the Mobile Home Park, Naughton/Wheaton/Piedmont industrial area and 
businesses within 300’ of the area along Stephenson Highway between I-75 and Maple Road. 

  
The results of these items would be brought back to the Traffic Committee as a future agenda item 
most likely in January or February of 2013. 
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