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Date:      November 27, 2012 
 
To:   Brian Kischnick, City Manager     
  
From:  Timothy Richnak, Public Works Director 
  Kurt Bovensiep, Superintendent Parks, Streets, and Drains 
   
Subject: DuPont’s Imprelis Damage to ROW Trees 
 
 
Background 
 
Imprelis is a broadleaf weed killer manufactured by DuPont and available to turf professionals in 
2010. In 2011, it was recognized that the product Imprelis damaged some ornamental plants and 
other tree species and was removed from the market. The tree species included Norway Spruce, 
Eastern White Pine, White Spruce, Colorado Blue Spruce, Austrian Pine, Red Pine, and most 
recently discovered Honey Locust. DuPont has recognized the damage caused by Imprelis and is 
currently compensating many private residents for the damage. The City of Troy’s Legal Department 
is working on a solution where by the City of Troy can seek restitution for the damages and losses 
caused by Imprelis to Right-of-Way trees. Because the declining trees become a hazard to pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic, the City of Troy cannot delay the removal process. 
 
Current Procedure 
 
Currently the City of Troy has a contract with J.H. Hart Urban Forestry to maintain the city’s urban 
forest, which includes removing dead or declining trees. The use of Imprelis has caused the disposal 
method of debris (which includes wood chips, solid wood, and dirt from stumping operations) to be 
unique. There are provisions in the current contract to handle these additional debris management 
expenses. The City of Troy has adopted the Disposal Recommendations offered from the University 
of Minnesota. 
 
Disposal Recommendations  

 No tree debris should be left on site. 
 DuPont recommends disposal of tree and excavated soil materials in solid waste landfills  

that will accept such waste. 
 The Imprelis label prohibits the use of grass clippings for mulch or compost. 
 Under no circumstances should tree material be used for mulch or compost or disposed of in 

facilities that would turn it into compost or mulch (e.g., recycling).  
 Trees that are cut down may be used for lumber, firewood, or to fuel various wood burning 

processes if such usage is otherwise consistent with state, regional and local regulations. 
Open burning is also an alternative if approved under local regulations. 
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 If not landfilled, excavated soil should be disposed of in locations where it will not impact any 
other plantings through direct application or runoff. With the property owner's consent, 
excavated soil may be used on site as long as it is applied well away from desirable plant root. 

 
 
Because the damage was previously centralized to conifers, the City of Troy was not concerned 
about the product causing damage to Right-of-Way trees. The recent discovery this year of the 
product causing damage to Honey Locust trees has initiated this response. The discovery of the 
Honey Locust damage was not identified to after the current budget year’s process. Therefore, there 
was not additional funds requested to combat this situation. The funds used for this expense is 
depleting what normally would be used for regular street tree trimming and the occasional removal.  
 
The full impact of the product Imprelis damage to Right-of-Way trees is still unknown. The Parks 
Division continues to monitor the urban forest’s health and is diligently working on identifying and 
documenting all potential trees affected by this product. The Legal Department is also pursuing 
avenues to collect the funds expensed toward the removal and replacement of the Right-of-Way trees 
damaged by Imprelis. 
 
Future Considerations 
 
At this time, there are no additional actions required by City Council. However, after the damage is 
fully assessed the Department of Public Works may request an amendment to the current Local 
Street Tree fund to continue the intent of trimming healthy street trees with the expectation that the 
City of Troy will receive additional funds from DuPont because of the damaged caused by the 
company’s product Imprelis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 




