
 
 
DATE:   November 30, 2005 

  
 

 
TO:   John Szerlag, City Manager 
    
FROM:  Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager/Services 
   Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:  Agenda Item –Public Hearing 

Request for Special Use Approval for  
Outdoor Seating in excess of 20 seats 
in Conjunction with a Restaurant in O-M Zoning 
911 Wilshire Drive – Kruse and Muer Restaurant 

 
 
 

We have received a request from Thomas May, representing Kruse and Muer 
Restaurant, to install an outdoor dining area for 32 seats at their restaurant opening at 
911 Wishire Drive.  The seating is proposed to be located in an area on the north side of 
the building that will be enclosed by landscape screening and fencing elements.   
 
This location was the site of the former T.G.I.Friday’s restaurant that also had outside 
seating in this area.  That dining area was approved based upon a 1982 Board of 
Zoning Appeals interpretation that outdoor dining was considered a “normal accessory 
use” to a restaurant.  Since that time the ordinance has been revised to establish 
specific review and approval procedures for outdoor dining. 
 
Section 25.30.03 of the Zoning Ordinance establishes outdoor seating areas in excess 
of 20 seats for restaurants to be a Use Subject to Special Use Approval in the O-M 
(Mid-Rise Office) Zoning District.  This Section further states that City Council (in place 
of the Planning Commission) shall hold a Public Hearing in consideration of the request. 
 
The restaurant is proposed to have a seating capacity for 173 persons inside.  With the 
addition of 32 seats outside their total seating capacity will be 205.  Section 40.21.31 
requires a minimum of 123 parking spaces for a restaurant with 205 seats.  The site has 
a minimum of 124 parking spaces available for the restaurant use as part of the overall 
office development. 
 
A Public Hearing has been scheduled for your meeting of December 19, 2005. 
 
We will be happy to provide any additional information that you may require regarding 
this request. 
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