
TO: Mayor and Members of Troy City Council  
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
DATE: December 13, 2005 

  
  

SUBJECT: Wireless Oakland- Inter-local Agreement and License Agreement   
 

  
 

The City of Troy has received the honor of participating as one of the seven pilot communities in 
the Wireless Oakland Initiative, a public-private partnership.  The eventual goal of the Wireless Oakland 
Initiative is “to blanket all 910 square miles of Oakland County with wireless Internet service; as well as 
to break down the digital divide by offering “no-cost” or “low-cost” PCs, wireless technology, and training 
to underserved populations within Oakland County; and to enhance the commercial and residential 
character of the County by embracing technology in county and local planning practices. “  The Troy 
City Council unanimously resolved on April 18, 2005 to support Oakland County’s initiative, and to 
request consideration of Troy as one of the seven pilot communities.  At that time, the Troy City Council 
also permitted the placement of wireless equipment on City controlled infrastructure, as long as the 
equipment was placed “in a responsive and responsible manner.”   
 

Oakland County has made the Wireless Oakland Initiative a priority, and is ready to get started 
on the project.  The County has already announced that Michtel, a private provider, was the successful 
bidder.  Michtel will be providing, installing, and servicing the equipment on the designated public 
facilities in each of the participating municipalities.  In exchange for Michtel’s undertaking the risks of this 
new project, and agreeing to provide free wireless service to the entire County, the County and the 
Municipalities have agreed to allow Michtel to use existing public assets (such as light poles, antennae, 
etc.) to house the necessary equipment, at no cost.  The Municipalities will also agree to abide by the 
terms of the Model Interlocal Agreement (which relieves Michtel of the obligation of negotiating separate 
agreements with each participating community), and to waive fees (such as permit or inspection or 
construction fees) whenever possible.   

 
The County drafted a proposed model Interlocal Agreement, in order to provide the 

municipalities with some protections of their public assets. This model Interlocal Agreement has been 
reviewed and revised by a task force comprised of the legal representatives from each of the seven pilot 
communities.  Each of the participating Oakland County communities will need to execute the model 
Interlocal Agreement, which is attached for your review and/or approval.  Oakland County, as the agent 
for each participating municipality, will execute the license agreement, which is an attachment to the 
model Interlocal Agreement.  The legal task force of the seven pilot communities has also reviewed and 
revised the proposed license agreement, which is included for your review.  A proposed resolution, 
approving the Interlocal Agreement (with attachments) has been prepared for your consideration.  In 
addition, there is a resolution appointing the City of Troy’s representative to the Wireless Oakland 
Advisory Board.  Troy’s Information Technology Director, Gert Paraskevin, has volunteered to serve as 
the Troy representative, and Doug Smith, Real Estate and Development Director, could serve as the 
alternate, since they have both been and will continue to be involved in the project.   
 

Troy is the first of the pilot communities to seek approval of the agreement, since Troy will be the 
initial starting point for the project.  If the agreement is approved, then the first equipment will be placed 
in Troy as soon as possible.   As always, if you have any questions, please let us know.  
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