
TO: Mayor and City Council Members 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Allan T. Motzny, Assistant City Attorney  
DATE: January 3, 2006 

  
  

SUBJECT: Proposed Amendments to Chapter 13- Historic Preservation  
 

 
 

Michigan law authorizes the designation of local historic districts in MCL 399.201 et. seq.  
The City of Troy has utilized this tool of historic preservation, and has several designated historic 
districts, which are set forth in Chapter 13 of the City of Troy ordinances (Section 3).  Under the 
provisions of the ordinance, the City of Troy is able to limit construction, alteration, repair, moving, or 
demolition to historically significant properties that are identified as local historic districts.  

 
Under the historic district laws, there is a process for owners of designated local historic 

districts to request the elimination of their property from the regulations.  According to Section 14, 
any such request would be submitted to the Historic District Study Committee for review and 
recommendation.  Upon receipt of such a request, the Historic District Study Committee is required 
to prepare a preliminary report, and to hold a public hearing concerning the request to modify the 
historic district designation.  The report is then forwarded to the Planning Commission for its review 
(no recommendation is required of the Planning Commission).  Since any addition, change or 
modification to a designated historic district requires a modification of the Chapter 13 of the City of 
Troy ordinances, the Troy City Council has the final authority in making any changes to designated 
local historic districts.   
 

Robert and Marilyn Miller have made a request to eliminate the historic district designation of 
their property at 2356 East Long Lake Road, in the City of Troy.  The Troy Historic District Study 
Committee recommends removal of the property from the historic district designation (see the 
attached final report of the Troy Historic District Study Committee).  Apparently, when the property 
was initially designated as a historic district, it was called the Gibson- Mageehan House.  The 
designation was based, at least in part, on the erroneous belief that pioneer Thomas Gibson owned 
the house.  A subsequent review of the title records revealed that Gibson never resided in the 
house, and the actual owners never played a significant role in the community or regional history.   

 
On November 4, 2005, the Historic District Study Committee held a public hearing on the 

matter, and approved the report that recommended the elimination of the property as a designated 
historic district (See attached minutes).  The Planning Commission has also reviewed the matter, 
and has no objection to the proposed elimination, as indicated in the minutes of the Planning 
Commission meeting of December 13, 2005.  Additionally, as revealed by the minutes of their 
October 19, 2004 meeting, the Historic District Commission also approves the elimination of the 
subject property as a local historic district.   

 
We have attached a proposed amendment to Chapter 13 for your review and approval.  If 

approved by Council, the amendment will amend section 3 to eliminate 2356 East Long Lake Road 
as a historic district. 

 
Please let us know if you have any questions about the proposed amendment. 
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