
TO: Mayor and Members of Troy City Council  
FROM: John Szerlag, City Manager 

John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/ Finance & Administration
Cynthia Stewart, Community Affairs Director 
Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

DATE: January 17, 2006 

  
  

SUBJECT: PROTEC Membership  
 

 
  

 
PROTEC, the Michigan Coalition to Protect Public Rights-of-Way, has asked the City of Troy 

to re-join as a member of the coalition.  PROTEC has been at the vanguard of the efforts to protect 
municipal interests in the telecommunications field, especially in light of the increasing attacks on 
franchise fees and the ability of municipalities to protect our rights of way.  At both the state and 
federal level, there has been a lot of activity that could severely impede municipal interests.  
PROTEC needs additional funding to adequately represent the municipal interests, especially in light 
of the significant industry funding that is being used for lobbying state and federal legislators.   

 
In spite of the increasing funding demands this year, PROTEC has actually reduced their 

fees in an effort to increase their membership.  They have also approached other local coalitions, 
such as the ICCA, to join together to protect the joint interests against federal and state legislative 
challenges.  At a recent ICCA meeting, the discussion about the proposed federal legislation (known 
as BITS II), highlighted the losses that municipalities could suffer with the proposed legislation.  
PROTEC’s efforts to advocate for municipalities will continue, but they are asking for all ICCA 
members, including the City of Troy, to join in the effort.  Troy was one of the initial supporters of 
PROTEC, but we have not maintained our membership during the past few years.  However, there 
have been increasing legislative targets to municipal interests, which makes this a critical time.  The 
financial impacts of adverse legislation to the City could be large, especially since the City of Troy 
receives approximately $800,000 in franchise fees each year.   

 
It is therefore City Administration’s recommendation that the Troy City Council re-join 

PROTEC, and authorize the payment of the annual dues in the amount of $10,119.88 (membership 
dues are based on population figures of $0.125 per resident, and is capped at $12,500).  This 
amount has been already budgeted in account number 210.7959- membership and dues.   

 
If you have any questions, please let us know.   
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