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It is a pleasure to introduce the winners of the 2005 Law Day awards,
Once again, five outstanding programs won Law Day Activity Awards,
and three individuals were selected to receive Finch Speech Awards,

The theme of Law Day 2005 was “The American Jury: We the People in
Action.” The jury is the embodiment of democracy. We entrust juries—
small bodies of ordinary men and women—with decisions that involve
our liberty and property. In doing so, we confirm our faith in the ability
of people to make just and wise decisions. We also see the Jury system
as an opportunity to educate Americans about law, legal processes, and
decision making in a democracy. The wi nning 2005 Law Day activities
and speeches helped people understand the jury system and its role in
developing and sustaining both our democracy and the rule of law.

And they helped us alt appreciate our role in making the jury system
effective,

Law Day presents an excellent opportunity for the legal profession to
reach out to a wide range of audiences, everyone from kindergariners to
senior citizens. Through Law Day, we can share our collective belief in
our heritage of liberty under law and, in the words of the founder of
Law Day, Charles Rhyne, “our creed and birthright [of] equal justice
under law.”

The ABA presents many creative ideas for pragrams in the Law Day
Planning Guide and on our website {www.lawday.org). You'll find plenty
of help there as you develop your programs for Law Day 2006, with its
theme of “Liberty Under Law: Separate Branches, Balanced Powers.”
Both the guide and the site tell you how to apply for the 2006 awards,

White we are presenting awards to eight individuals and organizations
today, we salute all who present speeches, organize activities, and moti-
vate others to participate in Law Day celebrations each year.

We anticipate receiving another array of top-flight entries for our 2006
competitions and hope that yours will be among them.

Peter J. Kalis
National Law Day Chair
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LAW DAY May 1, 2005

Outstanding Activity Awards

Throughout the United States, Law Day programs are
designed to expand the public’s understanding of the rule
of law and appreciation for the positive role law plays in
our society. The Activity Awards program showcases par-
ticularly effective Law Day activities and allows us to
share them as models with others. Entries are judged on
several criteria, including the extent and effectiveness of
partnerships formed among community groups, schools,
and legal organizations.

Bar Association of Northern San Diego County

A day-long event was held on March 11, 2005, which involved court-
house tours and participation in an award-winning On My Honor mock
trial by 500 grade school and middle-school children. These children
participated in trying a mock case before actual judges, with the
assistance of the local bar membership, An afternoon program direct-
ed toward high schocl students provided a Job Fair and a variety of
break-out session presentations. Participating in the programs were
niore than a dozen judges, nearly 50 volunteer lawyers from the bar,
sevent grade schools and middle schools, and numerous high schools
from all over San Diego County, California.
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City of Troy, City Attorney's Office

The highlight of the Troy City Attorney’s Office Law
Day program was an educational video that provides
information on all aspects of a jury trial. This video
was broadcast three times a week on the City of Troy,
Michigan, cable station and copies were provided to
members of the public upon request. In addition, the
office held a Law Day reception, set up displays in the
Troy Public Library and the Troy Museum & Historical
Village, and provided information on the Law Day
theme on the City of Troy’s website. The film was
prepared with the assistance of the City of Troy
Community Affairs Department and the judges and
staff of the district court that is operated by Oakiand
County.

Oklahoma Bar Association

The Oklahoma Bar Association celebrated Law Day by
hosting several statewide activities highlighting this
year's theme. Students throughout Oklahoma were
given the opportunity fo participate in various art and
writing contests. Local and state government organiza-
.tions encouraged citizens to recognize Law Day
through various community events. For the twenty-
seventh year, attorneys offered free legal advice over
the phone on April 28 from 9 a.u. to 9 2.M. The bar
association also produced an hour-long TV show, which
aited on public television. One segment on the show
featured the first group interview with {five jurors from
the Terry Nichols state trial.



Orange County Bar Association

Among numerous activities, the Orange County Bar
Association partnered with the Florida Law Related
Education Association and recruited 150 volunteers for
the 2005 High School State Mock Trial Competition, It
held countywide poster and essay contests regarding
the jury system, and it organized the Law Day Awards
luncheon. The Bar Association arranged for the
Orlando Sentinel to publish the results of its Poster and
Essay contests and arranged for the mayor of Orlando
to read a proclamation of Juror Appreciation Month at
the Law Day Awards luncheon.

Shreveport Bar Association

The Shreveport (Louisiana) Bar Association celebrated
Law Week at its Law Day luncheon, at which U.S.

District Judge William Young delivered a speech on the

American jury system. The bar alse held or sponsored
a number of other Law Week events, including a Law
Career Forum for area college students. Bar association
attorneys volunteered to answer legal questions posed
by callers to KTBS Channel 3 and organized a high
school essay contest focused on the American jury
theme, In addition, the bar launched a Law Week
community project to help the spouses and children
of local National Guardsmen who are serving overseas.




Judge Edward R. Finch

The Judge Edward R. Finch Law Day
Speech Awards were established in
1968 by Edward R. Finch, Jr., in
memory of his father, a member of
the American Bar Association
Adjunct Committee on Law Day
and a Justice of the Supreme Court
of New York for many years. The
awards recognize speeches that
help the public understand the rule
of law and the positive role law
plays in our society.

First Place

Laurin A. Wollan, Jr.
Professor (Retired),
Florida State University
“Law, Love, and the
American Jury”

Professor Wollan's speech
makes the case for giving the American trial jury the
critical atfention it deserves, “not only to celebrate
and to constructively criticize it, but also to deepen
our appreciation of it, to heighten our expectations of
it, and to broaden our applications of it.” In this
regard, he posits that the jury is the one American
institution by which “the lovelessness of law and the
lawlessness of love” can be reconciled. In its generali-
ty, Prof. Wollan explains, law “often cannot cope with
the particularities of the case at hand and do justice,
or fairness, or equity. Love, which can do that—and
more, because it embraces the particular—has its own
peculiar excesses of injustice, or arbitrariness, or irra-
tionality, against which the law stands in opposition.
So there is at least a tension, if not a conflict,
between what love does and what law does, and the
jury comes in as a way of resolving it.”
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Second Place

Wallace R. Hoggatt
Associate Presiding Judge,
Cochise County (Arizona)
Superior Court

“The Republic of Jurors”

The title of Judge Hoggatt's
speech was inspired by Tom Paine, who said, “the Jury, which
is here, supreme, is a Republic, a body of Judges chosen from
among the people.” Judge Hoggatt points out the gaps
between that principle and historical practice, but also
observes that today, “[w]here our jurors assernble we are tike-
ly to see a gathering of the poor and the well-off, women
and men, the descendents of slaves and slaveholders, first-
generation citizens and those who can trace their lineage to
the colonial days, the well-educated and those who attended
tough schools of personal experience. All are full citizens of
the Republic.” Jury service, he beliaves, “is the great leveler,
and the great educator, One of its chief educational furictions
is to show that each juror has an equal voice in deciding the
outeome. Rich and pooz, powerful and humble, all benefit
from such a lesson.” By doing their part when entrusted to
decide matters of life, tiberty and property, jurors also “one
case at a time, do their part to make sure that the Republic
they help preserve is worthy of being preserved.”

Third Place

Jim Neal ,
Founding member, Neal &
Harwell, PLC (Tennessee)
“Law Day Speech”

M. Neal's speech debunks
myths about juries as he
sets the record straight and urges his audience to sup-
port the American jury, first by talking about it “in
our homes, with our friends, in the community,” and
then by supporting reforms to make jury service less
onerous. He notes that the jury is a dynamic, evolving
institution that has changed enormousty over the
years since its ancient beginnings which are properly
traced, not just to the year 1215 and the Magna Carta
as many think, but actually to “medieval England and
the Roman-Saxon Kings who ruled the tand from the
Sixth to the Eleventh centuries.” He believes that the
battle to defend the American jury today is “not a lib-
eral versus conservative or a Republican versus
Democrat issue,” but one that transcends politics. The
jury, he states, “is part of the fabric of America, it is
part of what it means to be an American.”

For the full text of each of these speeches,
access www.lawday.org/finch/2005win. html




Why We Celebrate Law Day

Established by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1958, Law Day celebrates and strength-
ens the American heritage of liberty, justice; and equality under the law. It provides an
opportunity to help students and the public understand how the law protects our free-
doms. More than just a single day to reflect on our legal heritage, Law Day is a call to
action that often encompasses weeks of programs and activities conducted by schools,
bar associations, courts, and civic groups.

The theme of Law Day 2006 is “Liberty Under Law: Separate Branches, Balanced Powers.”
It is important that all Americans understand what the Founders intended and accom-
plished in creating a government of separate powers. The Founders were very concerned
that the government they had established not have all its powers concentrated in the
hands of a few officials. They agreed with Montesquieu that if “the right of making and
of enforcing the laws is vested in one and the same man, or the same hody of men ...
there can be no liberty.” The Founders were also concerned that the powers granted to
one branch would be balanced by powers granted to others. Congress's power to legislate,
for example, is balanced by the executive’s power to veto legislation and by the judicia-
ry's power to declare legislation unconstitutional. This system of checks and balances
ensures that each branch serves as a constraint on, and is constrained by, the powers of
the other branches.

This theme enables Law Day 2006 planners to show that although the branches have
their separate spheres and separate powers, they work together for the common good.
The theme also is central to building understanding of the rule of law, which has always
been a primary purpose of Law Day.

Law Day

Division for Public Education/20.2

American Bar Association

321 N. Clark Street

Chicago, IL 60610-4714

Phone: 312/988-5735

Fax: 312/988-5494

E-mail: publiced@stafi.abanet.org

Hundreds of program ideas can be found on our website
www.lawday.org






