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Dear Mr. Szerlag: CITty MANAGER'S OFFICE

Thank you for meeting with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) on January 10, 2006,
regarding the resolutions passed by the Troy City Council at their meeting on November 28, 2005.

After reviewing the language, MDOT has concluded that the restrictions contained in the resolutions
prevent us from proceeding with an Environmental Assessment (EA) for improvements to the 1-75/
Crooks Road interchange. The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) requires that the EA
process include an examination of all reasonable and prudent alternatives. Since the previous proposal for
this interchange had at one time received Federal Highway Administration approval to proceed to the
design phase, it would be impossible to argue that it was not now a “reasonable and prudent” alternative
that should be included in the EA process. The several prohibitions contained in the council’s resolutions
clearly conflict with this NEPA requirement.

As an alternative, MDOT is prepared to work with the city to develop improvements that can be made to
the existing interchange, are within the restrictions contained in the council’s resolutions, and can be
environmentally cleared as a Categorical Exclusion. Categorical Exclusions apply to those projects where
no significant environmental impacts will result from the project, and where the project will not result in
significant controversy. Improvements of this nature will likely not provide the same level of congestion
relief and safety improvement that the previously proposed project would have delivered, but will stay
within the limits outlined by the council’s resolutions. Upon the completion of these improvements to the
1-75/Crooks Road interchange, MDOT will consider its commitment that originated in discussions about
the Northfield development area in the late 1980s, fulfilled.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation over the years in addressing transportation issues in the
vicinity of this interchange. MDOT looks forward to continuing to work with the city to resolve these
issues in a mamner acceptable to both parties. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please
contact me or Ms. Susan Mortel, Director, Bureau of Transportation Planning, at 517-373-0343.

Sincerely,
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