
February 28, 2006 
 
TO:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
   
FROM: Jeanette Bennett, Purchasing Director 
  Gert Paraskevin, Information Technology Director 
  Charles T. Craft, Police Chief 
  William S. Nelson, Fire Chief 
 
SUBJECT: AGENDA ITEM: Bid Waiver - Wireless Data Service 
  US General Services Administration (GSA) contract GS-35F-0119P 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
City management is requesting a waiver of the formal bid process for the 
purchase of wireless data service from Verizon Wireless for the police and fire 
departments using Federal GSA contract pricing contained in Contract GS-35F-
0119P.  The departments propose to use a maximum of 20 units at a cost of 
$60.00 per month each or an annual estimated cost of $14,400.00.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The police and fire departments have investigated the use of commercial mobile 
data service to improve efficiency and provide information in the field.  The fire 
department has tested wireless service from both Cingular and Verizon, and 
found the Verizon service to provide considerably higher data speed and 
reliability. In addition, Cingular has decommissioned much of their wireless data 
network while they upgrade to newer technology over the next six months. This 
service is purchased on a month-to-month basis to allow for re-evaluation as 
technology changes.  GSA pricing was offered by Verizon as the government 
price for this technology. 
 
BUDGET 
 
Funds are budgeted in each department accounts as follows: 
 
Police Department:  401325.7980.030 – Capital - Police Communications 
   309.7802.070 – Operating - Special Investigations Unit 
 
Fire Department: 343.7944 – Operating – Fire Communications   
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