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Date: April 7, 2006 
 
To: John M. Lamerato, Acting City Manager 
 
From: Douglas J. Smith, Director of Real Estate and Development 
 Mark F. Miller, Planning Director 
 
Subject: AGENDA ITEM – PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT 

AMENDMENT (ZOTA 222) – Article XXVIII, Antique or Classic Automobile 
Sales in the M-1 Light Industrial District 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of this item at the March 14, 2006 
Regular meeting.  City Management agrees with the Planning Commission and 
recommends approval of ZOTA 222. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A representative of Birmingham Auto World submitted a text amendment application to 
permit classic and antique automobile sales operations as conditional uses in the M-1 
district.  Presently the Zoning Ordinance does not permit stand alone used automobile 
sales in the M-1 Light Industrial District.  New car sales agencies are permitted by 
special use approval in the M-1 district when developed as a planned center or complex 
specializing in new car sales.  New and used car salesrooms, showrooms or offices are 
permitted by right in the B-3 and H-S districts.  Outdoor sales spaces for exclusive sale 
or lease of new or second-hand automobiles, trucks, mobile homes, trailers or 
recreational vehicles are permitted by special use approval in the B-3 and H-S districts. 
 
City Management supports the concept of classic and antique automobile sales in the 
M-1 district.  The petitioner provided draft language, which was modified by City 
Management.  The attached minutes demonstrate that the petitioner supports the 
proposed ZOTA 222 City Council Public Hearing Draft. 
 
The proposed amendment permits classic or antique automobile sales subject to 
conditional use approval in the M-1 Light Industrial District subject to the following 
specific standards:   

• There shall be no outdoor storage of materials or vehicles. 
• No automobile repair or service shall be permitted, unless special use approval is 

granted by the City. 
• Sales of automobiles on site shall be exclusively limited to antique or classic 

automobiles; no sales of new or conventional used cars shall be permitted. 
• Antique or classic automobiles located on site and offered for sale shall be in 

operable condition. 
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A definition for antique or classic automobiles was created using the State of Michigan 
classification for historical automobiles.  
 
A public hearing is scheduled for the April 17, 2006 City Council Regular meeting.   
 
 
 
Reviewed as to Form and Legality: _____________________ _______ 
 Lori Grigg Bluhm  Date 
 City Attorney 
 
 
Attachments:  

1. ZOTA 222 – City Council Public Hearing Draft. 
2. Minutes from March 14, 2006 Planning Commission Regular meeting. 
 

 
Prepared by RBS, MFM 
 
 
cc: File/ ZOTA 222 
 Applicant 
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CITY OF TROY 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 39 OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF TROY 
CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT 

 
The City of Troy ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Short Title 
 
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as an amendment to Chapter 39 
of the Code of the City of Troy.  
 
Section 2 – Amendment to Articles IV and XXVIII of Chapter 39 
 
Article XXVIII of Chapter 39 of the Code of the City of Troy is amended to permit 
classic or antique automobile sales subject to conditional use approval in the M-1 
Light Industrial District subject to specific standards.  Furthermore, Article IV 
Definitions is amended to provide a definition for antique or classic automobiles.  
 
(Underlining, except for major section titles, denotes changes.) 
 
 
04.20.12 AUTOMOBILE, ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC: an automobile that is 

classified as historical or is eligible to be classified as historical by the 
State of Michigan, which is over twenty-six (26) years old, and which 
is owned as a collector’s item and used primarily for exhibition and 
educational purposes. 

 
 
28.25.07 Antique or Classic Automobile Sales Agencies for antique or classic 

automobiles shall be permitted subject to the following: 
 

A. There shall be no outdoor storage of materials or vehicles. 
 
B. No automobile repair or service shall be permitted, unless 

special use approval is granted by the City. 
 

C. Sales of automobiles on site shall be exclusively limited to 
antique or classic automobiles; no sales of new or conventional 
used cars shall be permitted. 

 
D. Antique or classic automobiles located on site and offered for 

sale must be in operable condition. 
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Section 3.  Savings 
 
All proceedings pending, and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred, 
at the time this Ordinance takes effect, are hereby saved.  Such proceedings may 
be consummated under and according to the ordinance in force at the time such 
proceedings were commenced.  This ordinance shall not be construed to alter, 
affect, or abate any pending prosecution, or prevent prosecution hereafter instituted 
under any ordinance specifically or impliedly repealed or amended by this ordinance 
adopting this penal regulation, for offenses committed prior to the effective date of 
this ordinance; and new prosecutions may be instituted and all prosecutions 
pending at the effective date of this ordinance may be continued, for offenses 
committed prior to the effective date of this ordinance, under and in accordance with 
the provisions of any ordinance in force at the time of the commission of such 
offense. 
 
Section 4.  Severability Clause 
 
Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance be held 
invalid or unconstitutional, the remaining provision of this ordinance shall remain in 
full force and effect. 
 
Section 5.  Effective Date 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days from the date hereof or upon 
publication, whichever shall later occur. 
 
This Ordinance is enacted by the Council of the City of Troy, Oakland County, 
Michigan, at a regular meeting of the City Council held at City Hall, 500 W. Big 
Beaver, Troy, MI, on the _______ day of _____________, 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Louise Schilling, Mayor 
 
 
 ______________________________ 
 Tonni Bartholomew, City Clerk 
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PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING - FINAL MARCH 14, 2006 
 

ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT 
 

8. PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT REQUEST (ZOTA 
222) – Articles 04.00.00 and 28.25.00  Classic and Antique Auto Sales Facilities in the 
M-1 (Light Industrial) District 
 
Mr. Miller presented a summary of the Planning Department report for the proposed 
Zoning Ordinance text amendment and reported it is the recommendation of City 
Management to approve the Planning Commission Public Hearing draft language.   
 
Gregory Need, attorney, 39533 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills, was present to 
represent the petitioner.  Mr. Need announced the two principals of Birmingham Auto 
World were also present.  He provided a brief explanation for the request and indicated 
his clients are supportive of the text revisions presented by City Management.  Mr. Need 
asked the members for a favorable recommendation to City Council.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 
 
No one was present to speak. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 
 
Mr. Vleck addressed Section 28.25.07 (D) of the proposed text that states antique or 
classic automobiles located on site and offered for sale must be in operable condition.  
He suggested the elimination of the text to also allow inoperable automobiles on site.   
 
Mr. Need said his clients have no preference on the wording of that section because all 
their vehicles are in operable condition. 
 
 
Resolution # PC-2006-03-045 
Moved by: Wright 
Seconded by: Kerwin 
 
RESOLVED, That the Planning Commission hereby recommends to the City Council 
that Articles IV DEFINITIONS and XXVIII M-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, 
pertaining to Antique or Classic Automobile Sales Agencies in the M-1 District, be 
amended as printed on the Proposed Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment, Planning 
Commission Public Hearing Draft.  
 
Yes: Kerwin, Littman, Schultz, Strat, Waller, Wright 
No: Vleck 
Absent: Drake-Batts, Khan 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mr. Vleck said he would prefer the deletion of Section 28.25.07 (D) because it would 
allow more flexibility to potential people who wish to service classic automobiles in the 
M-1 district.   
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