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DATE: May 2, 2006 

  
  

SUBJECT: Law Day 2006 Essay Winners  
 

 
 
 
 

Part of the mission of the City Attorney’s Office is to educate the City officials, board 
and committee members, employees, and the general public.  In furtherance of this goal, our 
office has actively participated in an annual Law Day Program, which is promoted by the 
American Bar Association (ABA).  Each year, the ABA selects a theme for Law Day, and 
suggests relevant activities for the annual event.   The theme for Law Day 2006 is “Liberty 
Under the Law:  Separate Branches, Balanced Powers.”   

This year, the long term separation of powers of the executive, legislative, and judicial 
branches was a theme that easily lent itself to an essay contest for high school students who 
resided in the City of Troy.  The essays dealt with the federal system of separation of powers 
and checks and balances, which has been in place for over 200 years.  The students opined 
on “What has made this system so successful for so many years, and what are the future 
challenges to the system?”   

There were several thoughtful and insightful essays submitted, which made the 
judging of the entries extremely difficult.  However, our staff selected the top three essays for 
additional recognition at the May 8, 2006 City Council meeting.  The first place winner is 
Varun Sarna (11th grade), who will read his essay (attached) at the City Council meeting.  
Second place is awarded to Xinwei Gu (9th grade).  Michael Lin (9th grade) submitted the 
third place essay.  These three essays will also be featured during the month of May in the 
Law Day Displays at the Troy Library and the Museum.  The essays will also be included on 
the Law Day section of our departmental web site www.ci.troy.mi.us/law/lawday2006.     

Excellent essays were also submitted by the following students:  Patrick Albertson 
(9th grade), Azfur Ali (10th grade), David Carlson (12th grade), Andrea Edelhauser (10th 
grade), Nicholas Flaherty (10th grade), Jeanie Gong (11th grade), Emily Jarema (10th 
grade), Geon Woo Kim (9th grade), Shantanu Kumar (11th grade), Tiffany Juo (11th grade), 
Lirija Margilaj (10th grade), Kunal Patel (11th grade), Andy Raina (11th grade), Nutan 
Sakpal (10th grade), Dhruv Sekhri (9th grade), Disha Sekhri (12th grade), Anuj Shah (11th 
grade), Kevin Shetler (9th grade), Rishdad Sidwa (9th grade), Ritika Singh (11th grade), 
and Michelle Szewczyk (9th grade).    

Thank you for your participation in the recognition of Law Day 2006.  As always, if you 
have any questions, please let me know.   
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