
June 6, 2006 
 
 
To:  John M. Lamerato, Acting City Manager 
 
From:  Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Jeanette Bennett, Purchasing Director 
  Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Subject: Agenda Item: Sole Source Purchase- Deep Slicer Cassette Kit  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
City management is recommending the purchase of a Supa deep slicer cassette 
kit from Weingartz Golf and Turf of Farmington Hills, the sole distributor in 
Michigan for a total cost of $3,200.00.  The Supa deep slicer cassette kit will 
retrofit into the Supa Verticuter System purchased by the Golf Division in April of 
2006, bringing the total expenditure to $10,700.00.  These cassettes will allow 
the golf course maintenance staff to open channels on the putting greens to allow 
air and water flow into the soil.    
 
BACKGROUND 
In April of 2006 the Golf Division purchased the Supa verticuter system from 
Weingartz Golf and Turf to assist the Golf Course Maintenance staff in grooming 
the greens.  With the Supa verticuter system staff has the capability of 
interchanging different cassettes to perform various cultural tasks as needed on 
the greens.  Included in the original purchase were the frame to accommodate 
the various cassettes available and the verticut groomer cassette.  At the time of 
purchase of the Supa verticuter system, staff believed only the verticut groomers 
would be needed.  Since that time, staff has had extensive soil testing done by 
International Sports Turf Research Center (ISTRC), and it has been 
recommended by them that the maintenance staff open up channels to allow 
water and air penetration to the greens surfaces during the hot and dry times of 
the year.  It is the belief of golf course personnel that by purchasing the Supa 
deep slicer cassette kit to create the needed channels recommended by the 
ISTRC, we will be able to improve the conditions and playability of the greens 
during the summer months.  The Supa deep slicer cassette is a sole source 
product, because the Supa cassettes are the only cassettes that will fit the Supa 
verticuter system.    
 
BUDGET 
Funds for the Supa deep slicer cassette kit is available in the Sylvan Glen Capital 
Account 788.7978.010.  
 
 
Prepared by: Danny T. McDonald – Superintendent of Greens 
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