
TO: Members of the Troy City Council 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Christopher J. Forsyth, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: June 29, 2006 

  
  

SUBJECT: In Re:  Hooters lawsuit 
 

 

 

Attached please find a copy of a summons and complaint, filed by Hooters of Troy 
Inc. against the City of Troy.  

 
Hooters of Troy, Inc. is seeking an Order of Superintending Control, which 

essentially is a ruling from the Oakland County Circuit Court that overrules the City’s 
decision to deny the requested transfer of the liquor license to Hooters of Troy, Inc.  In 
addition to this unusual relief, they are also asking for costs, attorney fees, and incidental 
damages caused by a delay in opening the restaurant in the proposed new location.   

 
According to the allegations in the complaint, Troy City Council acted arbitrarily 

and capriciously in denying the requested transfer of the Class C liquor license and 
entertainment permit license transfer from the Sign of the Beefcarver (The Wagon 
Wheel) to Hooters of Troy, Inc..  According to the statements in the complaint, Hooters 
has leased the building formerly occupied by the Wagon Wheel at Rochester Road and 
Big Beaver Road.  Not later than September of this year, Hooters had planned to move 
its restaurant from its current location on John R Road to the Wagon Wheel site.  At the 
June 19th Council meeting, City Council denied the requested transfer.   

 
In the complaint, Hooters alleges that the denial of the requested liquor license 

transfer violated the owner’s due process rights and/or equal protection rights that are 
guaranteed under the Michigan and United States Constitutions.  Hooters is also 
requesting costs, attorney fees, and damages incurred by Hooters as a result of the 
delay in moving its operations to the Rochester Road Location.  

 
Absent objections, the City Attorney’s Office will assume representation of the City 

in this case.  If you have any questions concerning the above, please let us know.  
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