
TO: Mayor and Members of the Troy City Council 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Christopher J. Forsyth, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: August 7, 2006 

  
  

SUBJECT: Appeal of In Re:  Hooters lawsuit 
 

  

 

Hooters Inc. of Troy has filed an appeal of the decision in the In Re: Hooters lawsuit.  
In this appeal, Hooters has asked the Michigan Court of Appeals to reverse Oakland County 
Circuit Court Judge Mc Donald’s opinion of July 28, 2006. Judge McDonald ruled against 
Hooters, and found that the City Council legitimately denied Hooter’s request for a transfer of 
the Sign of the Beefcarver Class C liquor license and entertainment permit.  Hooters argues 
that Judge McDonald’s decision was “reversible error so manifest that an immediate reversal 
of the order should be granted without formal submission.”   

Just as in the Oakland County Circuit Court, Hooters has asked for an expedited 
hearing of the matter.  Hooters has also asked to deviate from the normal Court of Appeals 
process.  Hooters is seeking an immediate decision of the Court of Appeals that essentially 
overrules the Troy City Council, and requires a reversal of the decision to deny Hooter’s 
request for a transfer of the Sign of the Beefcarver Class C liquor license and entertainment 
permit.  In order to obtain this extraordinary relief, Hooters is required to obtain a unanimous 
vote of the Court of Appeals panel.       

A copy of the appeal is attached for your review.  Due to the expedited nature of 
the appeal and the alleged emergency basis of the filing, Troy’s response is due on 
Wednesday, August 9, 2006.  This date is before Council would have an opportunity to 
authorize our appearance in the case.  However, our office has timely filed a response, 
based on the previous direction of City Council.  We will continue to represent the City’s 
interest in this case, absent objection from the Troy City Council.  

 
If you have any questions, please let us know. 
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