
 

 
CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM  
 

 
 
Date: March 4, 2014 
 
To:  Brian Kischnick, City Manager 
 
From: Mark F. Miller, Director of Economic & Community Development 
 Tim Richnak, Public Works Director 
 Kurt Bovensiep, Superintendent of Parks, Streets & Drains 
 R. Brent Savidant, Planning Director 
 Paul Evans, Zoning & Compliance Specialist 
 
Subject: PURE TROY – Mowing Maintenance 
 
 
On July 22, 2013 City Council requested a Study Session to discuss right of way maintenance 
including mowing maintenance.  City Council discussed this issue at their September 9, 2013 Study 
Session.  City Staff made a presentation summarizing the mowing maintenance issue at their March 
3, 2014 Regular meeting. 
 
After careful consideration, Staff recommends City Council amend portions of City Code Chapter 82 
Property Maintenance.  The proposed amendments would: 
 

• Reduce the maximum allowed turf grass/weed height from the current 10 inches to 8 inches. 
• Continue to allow preservation/restoration areas and wetlands to exceed 8 inches height.   
• Transfer responsibility for public notice publishing and recovery of violation abatement costs 

from the Public Works Director or their designee to the Planning Director or their designee.   
• Add language that more clearly allows agents of the City, (i.e. cutting contractor) to enter 

property to abate violations. 
• Modify common area cutting responsibility language to more clearly include entities such as 

subdivision associations. 
 
Attached is proposed Code amendment language for City Council consideration at their March 17, 
2014 Regular meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ _________________________ 
City Attorney’s Review as to Form and Legality Date 
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CITY OF TROY 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE 
CHAPTER 82 OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF TROY 
 

The City of Troy ordains: 
 
Section 1.  Short Title 
 
This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as an amendment to the Turf Grass, 
Weeds, and Plant Growth provisions of the Property Maintenance Code, Chapter 82 of the 
Code of the City of Troy.  
 
Section 2.  Amendment 
 
Chapter 82, Sections 302.4.1, 302.4.3, 302.4.4, 302.4.5, and 302.4.6 of the Code of the 
City of Troy, are amended as follows: 

 
 302.4.1 Weeds and Grass.  The presence of turf grass and/or weeds exceeding ten 

(10) eight (8) inches in height on any premises in the City is hereby declared to be a 
nuisance.  The owner, occupant, or any person having control or management of any 
premises is required to cut turf grass and weeds on the premises to a height that is ten 
(10) eight (8) inches or less. 

    
Exceptions:  
 

1) Preservation or Restoration Areas are allowed to exceed ten (10) eight (8)

 

 inches 
in height if those areas do not contain any turf grass and/or weeds.  

2) Areas declared to be wetland or preservation areas by the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources or the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality are 
allowed to exceed ten (10) eight (8)

 
 inches in height.  

3)  Cultivated flowers and gardens or fields devoted to growing any small grain crop 
 such as wheat, corn, oats, barley or rye.  
 
302.4.3 Failure to abate. Upon failure of the owner, occupant or any person having 
control or management of any premises to cut turf grass and/or weeds and to take 
action to prevent such weeds from perpetuating themselves; the owner, occupant or 
any person having control or management of the premises shall be subject to 
prosecution as set forth in Chapter 100, Municipal Civil Infractions, of the City of Troy 
Code of Ordinances. Additionally the City or its agent 

 

may enter onto said premises as 
many times as necessary between May 1st to November 1st to cut turf grass and/or 
weeds, treat weeds or otherwise abate the nuisance. 



302.4.4 Published Notice. It shall be the duty of the Public Works Planning Director or 
his/her designee to give general notice to every owner, occupant, or person having 
control or management of any premises of the cutting and weed prevention 
requirements of this section. Such duty shall be satisfied if publication is made of the 
cutting and weed prevention requirements in the newspaper of record in the City during 
the month of March notifying the owners, occupants or persons having control or 
management of any premises that failure to cut turf grass or weeds or failure to prevent 
the perpetuation of weeds as required under this section during the period of May 1 to 
November 1 of each year, may result in the issuance of a Municipal Civil Infraction 
Notice or Citation under Chapter 100, Municipal Civil Infractions, of the City of Troy 
Code of Ordinances and/or the entry on the premises by the City or its agent to cut said 
turf grass and/or weeds or to prevent the perpetuation of weeds. The general notice 
shall also inform owners, occupants and persons having control or management of any 
premises that if the City is required to enter onto the premises to cut turf grass and/or 
weeds or to take an action to prevent the perpetuation of weeds, the property owner 
designated on the City assessment or tax rolls shall be assessed the cost, payable to 
the City, for each required abatement. The City or its agent may enter onto said 
premises as many times as necessary between May 1st to November 1st to cut turf 
grass and/or weeds or treat weeds and charge the cost to the property owner for each 
such cutting or treatment. The City has the discretion to send via first class mail a ten 
(10) day notice to the last property owner of record and/or to attach a notice to the 
premises stating that the City intends to cut said turf grass and/or weeds or treat weeds, 
and if the turf grass and/or weeds are not cut or the weeds are not treated within ten 
(10) days from the date of the notice, the City may proceed to cut the turf grasses 
and/or weeds or treat the weeds. Failure to send such a warning notice does not in any 
way prevent the City or its agent

 

 from entering on the premises to cut turf grass and/or 
weeds or to treat weeds, as long as a general notice has been published, as set out 
herein. 

302.4.5 Recovery of Cost by City. The Department of Public Works Planning Director 
or his/her designee is hereby authorized and directed to keep accurate accounts of all 
reasonable expenses incurred by the City to abate a nuisance. The Public Works 
Planning Director and/ or his/her designee, is hereby authorized to include in its cost of 
recovery the following: wages, overtime wages, fringe benefits, cost of equipment, 
supplies, materials, and a ten (10) percent administration charge to cover the expense 
of administering the abatement work that is performed. The Public Works Planning

 

 
Director or his/her designee shall prepare an invoice of total charges for each premise 
and forward those invoices to the City Treasurer. Within ten (10) days after receipt of an 
invoice, the City Treasurer shall forward to the owner on the last local assessment or 
tax roll an invoice of the total charges assessed against each premises. Thirty (30) days 
from the date each statement was mailed, payment shall be made. If the invoice is not 
paid within thirty (30) days, the total amount charged shall become an assessment 
against the land and a lien against the property. 

 



302.4.6 Common Property. If property is held as common property, such as, but not 
limited to: common areas of a condominium development (including a site 
condominium), subdivision, cul-de-sac, traffic medians, boulevards, islands, parks, 
playgrounds, detention and retention areas, open space or any other common area or 
other form of development for which the City is unable to determine the occupant, or 
person, or entity having control or management over a common area with assessment 
or tax records, the City or its agent 

 

may enter onto the common property to abate any 
nuisance of a type set out in this Chapter. The costs incurred by the City for the 
nuisance abatement shall be pro-rated among each individual property owner in the 
condominium development, subdivision or other individual owner in a development with 
common property. The City Treasurer shall send a statement to each owner for their 
specific pro-rated portion. If the invoice is not timely paid, the total amount charged shall 
become an assessment against that particular property for that pro-rated share. 

 Section 3.  Savings 
 
All proceedings pending, and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred, at the 
time this Ordinance takes effect, are hereby saved.  Such proceedings may be 
consummated under and according to the ordinance in force at the time such proceedings 
were commenced.  This ordinance shall not be construed to alter, affect, or abate any 
pending prosecution, or prevent prosecution hereafter instituted under any ordinance 
specifically or impliedly repealed or amended by this ordinance adopting this penal 
regulation, for offenses committed prior to the effective date of this ordinance; and new 
prosecutions may be instituted and all prosecutions pending at the effective date of this 
ordinance may be continued, for offenses committed prior to the effective date of this 
ordinance, under and in accordance with the provisions of any ordinance in force at the 
time of the commission of such offense. 
 
Section 4.  Severability Clause 
 
Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance be held invalid 
or unconstitutional, the remaining provision of this ordinance shall remain in full force and 
effect. 
 
Section 5.  Effective Date 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days from the date hereof or upon 
publication, whichever shall later occur. 
 
This Ordinance is enacted by the Council of the City of Troy, Oakland County, Michigan, at 
a regular meeting of the City Council held at City Hall, 500 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI, on 
_________________, 2014. 
 
 
 
 



______________________________ 
Dave Henderson, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Aileen Bittner, City Clerk    

 
 G:\Chapter 82\Amendments to Chapter 82 03 17 2014.doc 


	ADP1EF.tmp
	PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
	CHAPTER 82 OF THE CODE




