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TROY ETHNIC ISSUES ADVISORY BOARD 
TUESDAY,OCTOBER 3, 2006 

TROY CITY HALL - CONFERENCE ROOM C 
 
 
I. Call to Order 7:09 p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call: 
 

Present: 
Padma Kuppa Cindy Stewart, City Liaison 
Mayada Fakhouri Lulu Guo, Student Rep. 
Reuben Ellis Helen Yang, Student Rep. 
Michelle Haight Malini Sarma 
Gladson Remos Anju Brodbine  (7:18 pm) 
 
Absent: Guest:  Jeff Stewart 
Kelly Jones 
Tony Haddad 
 

III. Approval of Minutes September 5, 2006 
 

Motion by Gladson Remos, seconded by Michelle Haight, approved 
unanimously. 
 
 

IV. Old Business 
 

A. EthniCity-Troy Daze 
 

Michelle handed out recap of EthniCity.  If anyone else has comments, 
please send to Padma.  She has to complete a form for November Troy 
Daze meeting.  Gladson said booths should enhance harmony.  Did Falun 
Gong do this?  Padma will ask former EthniCity chairs their comments 
from past years, as well as comments from Chinese booth participants. 
 
Other comments:  China Association would like to have a member from 
their organization on the EIA Board. 
 
Poland would like us to get more ethnic groups to participate. 
 
A Latino woman wants more involvement from her ethnic group.  Reuben 
will pass along contact to Cindy.   
 
Future Contracts – State in the contracts that music/noise level should be 
at a low level so as not to disrupt the booths next door. 
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Kids Activities – Not sure how well attended this table was. 
 
Why do the Philippines and Chinese groups come back year after year?  
Those groups are much more cohesive.  How can we convey this to other 
ethnic groups and get them to participate? 
 
Can we get people from each country to dress in costume and stand 
outside our tent to draw people inside? 
 
What about the foreign language classes (French and Spanish Clubs are 
strong at Troy High) to assist with booths in case countries do not have 
enough volunteers?  We would indicate on booth applications if you need 
student volunteer to let us know. 
 
Children’s Activities – Michele passed out idea for exploring world sounds, 
a table of musical instruments from around the world. 
 
Padma announced she would not be able to chair EthniCity for 2007.  The 
board should think about who will volunteer in this position. 
 
Jeff Stewart, Troy Daze Entertainment Chair, said he would work with 
EthniCity to bring in ethic entertainment on Sunday from 11 am – 1 pm. 

 
All Troy Daze comments send to Cindy by Thursday, October 12. 

 
B. Bridging the Racial Divide - Recap 
 
Barb Ford and Deb Williamson will be at our November 14th meeting. 

 
Michelle, Padma and Cindy were at the September event.  Michelle said 
she was sorry our board was not fully represented at this very worthwhile 
program. 
 
There will be four more sessions and we hope to get more ethnic cultures 
represented.  Idea for EIA Board to get more involved in future programs.  
Our board has the opportunity to be trained by NCCJ for Common Ground 
facilitators to conduct these small groups (20-30 people). 
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V. New Business 
 

A. Process for recommendation of new EIA Board Members to City 
Council was passed out by Padma Kuppa as well as the attendance 
policy.  One member has missed a large number of meetings. 
 
 
B. Motion to appoint a Chairperson for the Ethnic Issues Advisory 
Board. 
 
Padma Kuppa nominated Michelle Haight as the EIAB Chairperson, 
seconded by Malini Sarma.  Approved unanimously.  Michelle will check 
on missed absent members with phone calls. 
 
All will send contact information to Cindy in order to update Board roster. 

 
C. Presentation:  from the International Institute -  
Nada Dalgamouni, Ethnic Enrichment Education Director and Muna 
Fares, Producer of Children Helping Children. 
 
Their programs are to help children understanding other cultures; face 
social problems.  They teach about the cultures from Latin America, East 
Europe and West Europe, Middle East, Africa and others. 
 
Co-sponsoring with MORC the Festival of the World on September, 
September 30 at the Troy Community Center for persons with physical, 
mental challenges.  Music, dance, costumes and more. 
 
Idea for City of Troy:  Center for Children – International Club for all Troy 
Schools.  Facilitate a program at the Troy Community Center. 
 
Promote thru Troy schools, have children join through membership open 
to K-12 grades.  Classes designed for ages of children.  Example basic 
language classes, dance classes, arts and crafts. 
 
Pilot program currently in Novi (at Civic Center).  They will now work on 
writing grants with City of Novi to continue this program.  In Detroit at one 
Elementary School they run a similar program.  Monday – Spanish, 
Tuesday – French, Wednesday – Dance and Thursday – arts and crafts.  
Cost $150/class.  $5,000 – 10 weeks 4 days/week, 2 hours/day.  $5,000 
from grant + $5,000. 

 
 Minimum of five students/class.  Maximum of 15-20 students/class.  They 

are sending information to all school superintendents.   
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They need our assistance in promoting these programs to city and 
schools. 
 
How does the $5,000 get paid?  Membership fees, sponsorship/donations, 
grants (Target, Walmart, Kresge, Chrysler).  International club could also 
be expanded to Saturdays.   
 
Where do we go from here?  City and schools need to work together to 
figure out a way to bring this program to Troy with the assistance of the 
Ethnic Issues Advisory Board. 

 
VI. Motion to Adjourn 
 

Moved by Gladson Remos, Seconded by Reuben Ellis to adjourn the 
meeting. 

 
RESOLVED that the Ethnic Issues Advisory Board Meeting be adjourned 
at 9:05 pm.  Approved unanimously. 

 
  
 
 
_____________________________ 
Michelle Haight, EIA Chair 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Cindy Stewart, EIA Recording Secretary 




