
ETHNIC ISSUES ADVISORY BOARD DRAFT MINUTES JANUARY 2, 2007  
TROY ETHNIC ISSUES ADVISORY BOARD 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2007 
TROY CITY HALL - CONFERENCE ROOM C 

 
I. Call to Order 7:30 p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call: 

Present:  
Padma Kuppa 
Kelly Jones 
Michelle Haight 
Malini Sarma 
Reuben Ellis – 7:30 pm 
Mayada Fakhouri – 7:45 pm 
Lulu Guo, Student Rep 
Helen Yang, Student Rep 
Cindy Stewart, City Liaison 
 
Absent:  
Gladson Remos 
Tony Haddad 
Anju Brodbine  
 

III. Approval of Minutes – November 14, 2006 
Motion by Padma Kuppa to approve the November 14, 2006 minutes, seconded by Kelly 
Jones.  Approved unanimously. 

  
IV. Correspondence / Articles  
 
V. New Business 
 

a. Diversity Training - MI Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion training. 
 
“Trading Places”, Community Dialogue will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 6th & 13th from  
5:30 – 9:30 pm in the Lower Level Conference Room. 
Also invite Hailu Robele, Cathy Francois, Kevin Yan and Barb Ford.  Cindy will call/email 
all board members re: attendance.  Padma & Malini cannot attend 
 
b. Bridging the Racial Divide – part II 
Mon. Feb. 5th 6 – 9 pm 
Cindy will check on an available room @ community center. 

 Training Tuesday Jan. 9th @ 5:30 pm 
 

c. Michelle met with Tim McAvoy and Kathy Davisson, Troy Schools 
Re:  Cultural Community Committee @ Barnard. She wondered what other schools are 
doing. Michelle is doing a Barnard newsletter and Tim said he’d be receptive to a district 
wide newsletter and/or anything the EIA Board would be willing to offer. Tim said schools 
have not had diversity training on a district wide basis. Kathy was going to survey all the 
elementary schools about what they offer related to diversity. 
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Board agrees to support Michelle’s newsletter contribution to the school district on behalf 
of the EIA Board.  
 
 

 
VI. Old Business  

a. EthniCity – Troy Daze 
Still need co-chairs for EthniCity 
 
b. Recommendations re: Board vacancies  
EIA Board needs to make recommendations to City Council whenever there is an Ethnic 
Issues Advisory Board vacancy. 
 
Padma plans to submit her notice of resignation. 
 
Motion by Padma, seconded by Michelle H. to recommend  
Cathy Francois 
Kevin Yan 
Hailu Robele 
for Ethnic Issues Advisory Board vacancies.  All three have attended meetings, shown an 
interest re: volunteering for EthniCity and attending Bridging the Racial Divide – part I. 

 
c. Absences – Policy is all board members must attend monthly meetings, missing no 

more than 2 meetings per year.  Add this policy again to the March meeting agenda 
for discussion.  

 
VII. Staff Report 

 
VIII. Public Comment 

 
IX. Adjournment 
 
 
Motion to adjourn by Padma Kuppa, seconded by Malini Sarma.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 
 
 
Next Scheduled Meeting – February 6, 2007 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Michelle Haight, EIA Chair 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Cindy Stewart, EIA Recording Secretary 




