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SUBJECT: LEROY S. NARDI V CITY OF TROY 
 

 
 
 

Plaintiff Leroy S. Nardi has filed the attached lawsuit against the City of Troy, the County of 
Oakland, and the State of Michigan.  This lawsuit has been filed in the United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan, and is assigned to Judge Anna Diggs Taylor.   

Mr. Nardi owns a home at 97 East Wattles in the City of Troy.  His home was previously 
serviced by a septic system.  However, new public sewers were installed with the construction of the 
surrounding single-family residential development (Crestwood).  When a public sewer becomes 
available, the Troy ordinances mandate connection within an 18 month period.  This is especially 
true in those cases when the septic system has experienced problems (as in Mr. Nardi’s case).   
The homeowner, as the beneficiary of the connection, is required to pay to connect to the public 
sewer system.  This can be paid in either a lump sum, or the cost can be spread over a period of 
time (up to 40 years) with the execution of a contract between the homeowner and the City.  Mr. 
Nardi took advantage of the financing opportunity, and signed a contract on November 21, 2001, 
spreading the $3,600 cost over an extended period of time, reducing his payments to $ 57 per 
quarter.   Unfortunately, Mr. Nardi then failed to pay the quarterly installments.  As with all delinquent 
assessments, the City turned over the collection of the unpaid assessments to the Oakland County 
Treasurer for collection.  As a result of failure to pay these installments as they have become due, 
Oakland County has initiated foreclosure proceedings against Mr. Nardi’s property.  These 
foreclosure proceedings could be stopped with the payment of the delinquent assessments and any 
incurred penalties and /or interest.    

Mr. Nardi has instead filed this lawsuit to stop the foreclosure action against him.  In addition, 
he has requested reimbursement of the amounts previously paid for the assessment, as well as 
punitive damages in the amount $500,000.00.  He does not have an attorney, and his basis for his 
requested relief is not exactly clear.  He contends all defendants (Troy, Oakland County, and the 
State of Michigan) have violated his rights under the 5th, 7th, and 14th Amendments of the United 
States Constitution.  He also alleges fraud, extortion, a violation of Article VI, Section 2 of the 
Constitution, and a taking of property without due process of law.  He challenges that the Sewer 
Contract, which allowed him to spread the cost of the assessment over a 40 year period of time, and 
argues that he signed it under duress.  He also challenges the assessment for the “construction of 
the sewer”, because a private developer (not the City) constructed the portion of the sanitary sewer 
system to which his property is connected.  However, this assessment covers a proportion of the 
City’s costs in building and maintaining the entire public sewer system.  

Our office will represent the City of Troy, absent objections from City Council.  If you have 
any questions, please let us know. 
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