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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM  
 

 
Date:  May 12, 2014 
 
To:   Brian Kischnick, City Manager 
  
From:  Timothy Richnak, Public Works Director 
 
Subject: Request for Amendment to Oakland County Solid Waste Management Plan / Rizzo 

Environmental Services. (Introduced by: Public Works Director, Tim Richnak) 
 
 
History  
The County of Oakland enacted and the State of Michigan approved the Oakland County Solid Waste 
Management Plan in 2000.  
 
Rizzo Environmental Services has requested to have the Oakland County Solid Waste Management Plan 
amended. The amendment is to add a Type A Transfer Station and Waste Processing Facility located at 900 
Baldwin Avenue Pontiac Michigan. They have sought and gained approval from the host community of 
Pontiac, Oakland County Solid Waste Planning Committee and the Oakland County Board of Commissioners. 
Oakland County conducted a 90 day public comment period regarding the proposed plan amendment. The 
amendment must also receive approval from 2/3 of the all Oakland County communities to be added to the solid 
waste plan.  
 
The Oakland County Solid Waste Management Plan states that the plan is to be updated every 5 years. It has 
not had an update since it was enacted. Oakland County has experienced significant changes in population, 
employment, waste generation, landfill capacity and recycling technology and the plan no longer reflects the 
current conditions in Oakland County. This request is an amendment to the plan and not a full review and 
update of the plan. Separate from this amendment the City of Troy requests that Oakland County Solid Waste 
Management Plan have a full review and update in a timely manner. 
 

There are no Purchasing items to consider. 
Purchasing  

 
Financial  
There are no financial considerations. 
 
Recommendation   
City Management is in support of this amendment and recommends a vote of approval for the resolution.  
 
City Management additionally recommends a vote of approval for the attached resolution to have Oakland 
County fully update the 2000 Solid Waste Management Plan in accordance with State law after the current 
amendment process is completed.   
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April 22, 2014 
 
 
Re: Request for Amendment to Oakland County Solid Waste Plan 
 
 
To All Oakland County Communities: 
 
In October, we wrote to you as we began the process to amend the County Solid Waste 
Plan.  We are very pleased to report to you that Rizzo Environmental Services, Inc. 
(“Rizzo”) has made substantial progress in our efforts to redevelop the former Pontiac 
Fiero plant site into a transfer station/waste processing plant. 
 
Last week, on April 17th, the Oakland County Board of Commissioners voted 
unanimously to approve the Amendment.  On March 26th, the Oakland County Solid 
Waste Planning Committee, by an 11-1 vote, approved the recommendation for the 
requested Amendment.  That approval followed on the heels of a vote on March 24th of 
the Pontiac City Council, by a 6-0 margin, approving support of the Amendment and a 
modification to the Host City Agreement for additional benefits to Pontiac. 
 
We are extremely pleased with the passage of these three significant milestones.  At 
this point, state law requires that two-thirds of all Oakland County communities pass a 
resolution of approval.  We respectfully request your consideration for approval of the 
Amendment to the County Solid Waste Plan (the “Rizzo Amendment”).  Our goal is to 
acquire the necessary resolutions by June 30th and we ask for your kind 
assistance in that regard. 
 
These votes are the result of broad support for the Amendment as evidenced by the 
attached letters from: 
 

• Pontiac City Councilwoman/President Pro-Tem Mary Pietela 

• County Commission Chairman Mike Gingell 

• County Commissioner/County Solid Waste Planning Committee Chairman 
Robert Hoffman 

 
For the reasons stated below, we urge affirmative action by your community: 
 
Amendment Compliance with State Environmental Goals.  The Rizzo Amendment will 
comply with State environmental goals, as stated in Part 115 
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