
February, 2012 
 

ANIMAL CONTROL APPEAL BOARD  
 
The Animal Control Appeal Board Appeals is a group of five of your neighbors or peers 
appointed by City Council to pass judgment on requests for appeals, interpretations, 
and other matters that are brought before them.   
 

PROCEDURE 
 
The Board will hear the items in the order that they appear on the agenda.  When an 
item is called, the Chair will verify that the petitioner is present.  The petitioner will then 
be given an opportunity to address the Board to explain the justification for the action 
requested. 
 
After the petitioner makes their presentation, and answers any questions that the Board 
may have, the Chair will open the meeting to public comment.  Any person wishing to 
speak on the request should raise their hand to be when recognized by the Chair.    The 
speaker should identify themselves with name and address, indicate their relationship to 
the property in question (i.e. next door neighbor, live behind the property, etc.) and state 
whether they are in favor of or against the request and give reasons for their opinion.  
Comments must be directed through the Chair.  Comments should be kept as brief as 
possible and closely pertain to the matter under consideration.  Only one person will be 
recognized by the Chair to speak at one time. 
 
After interested members of the public have spoken, the Chair will close the public 
comment.  Once the public comment is closed, no other public comment will be taken 
unless in response to a specific question by a member of the Board.  The Board may 
allow the petitioner to address or rebut public comments. 
 
The Board will then deliberate and make a motion to approve, deny, or postpone the 
request.  In order for the request to pass a minimum of three votes for approval are 
needed.  The decision of the Board is final.   



 

NOTICE: People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this meeting should contact the City Clerk by e-
mail at clerk@troymi.gov or by calling (248) 524-3317 at least two working days in advance of the meeting.  An attempt will be 
made to make reasonable accommodations. 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL 
APPEAL BOARD 

 MEETING AGENDA 
 

Jayne Saeger, Chair, Al Petrulis, Vice Chair 
Patrick K. Carolan, Secretary, Steve Toth, Gretchen Waters 

 
   

  Lower Level 
May 28, 2014 7:00 P.M. Conference Room 
   

 
1. ROLL CALL 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 22, 2014 
 
4. HEARING OF CASES 

 
A. WAIVER REQUEST, MICHAEL AND LORI SCHMITT, 2042 KIRKTON – In 

order to keep six (6) chickens and one (1) duck, a waiver from the requirement 
that the property be at least .75 of an acre in size. The property is approximately 
.30 acres in size. 
 
Animal Ordinance Section:  90.70.20 (f) 
 

B. WAIVER REQUEST, KYLE SEIDEL, 3535 ANVIL – In order to keep up to six (6) 
chickens, a waiver from the requirement that the property be at least .75 of an acre 
in size. The property is approximately .38 acres in size. 
 
Animal Ordinance Section:  90.70.20 (f) 

 
5. OTHER BUSINESS - none 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

500 W. Big Beaver 
Troy, MI  48084 
(248) 524-3364 
www.troymi.gov 

planning@troymi.gov 

mailto:clerk@ci.troy.mi.us�
http://www.troymi.gov/�
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Chair Saeger called the Animal Control Appeal Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on January 
22, 2014 in the Lower Level Conference Room of the Troy City Hall. 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

 
Present: 
Patrick Carolan 
Al Petrulis 
Jayne Saeger 
Steve Toth 
Gretchen Waters 
 
Also Present: 
Paul Evans, Zoning and Compliance Specialist 
Susan Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Toth 
Second by Carolan 
 
RESOLVED, to add “Election of Officers” to Agenda item 5, Other Business. 
 
Yes: All 
 
Motion by Petrulis 
Second by Carolan 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the agenda as amended 
 
Yes:   All 

 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Moved by Petrulis 
Seconded by Toth 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the May 22, 2013 meeting minutes. 
 
Yes: All 
 
MOTION PASSED 
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4. HEARING OF CASE 
 

A. WAIVER REQUEST, JAMIE AND RENEE MUTER, 5760 CLIFFSIDE – In order to 
keep up to 3 chickens, a waiver from the requirement that the property be at least 
.75 of an acre in size.  The property is approximately .193 acres in size.  Animal 
Ordinance Section:  90.70.20 (f) 
 
Mr. Evans presented the case.  The applicant currently has an animal license for 1 
chicken.  For reasons that are not clear, the existing Animal Permit was issued in 
2010 without conducting an Animal Control Appeals Board hearing in advance.  No 
waiver for property size was ever granted.  It appears the Muter’s did everything 
the City asked, and 2013 a nearby resident questioned the presence of chickens 
on the property.  Since the license was issued in error, the appropriate action is to 
consider the waiver request.   

Mr. Muter was present and gave the board a brief history of events related to the 
existing Animal License.  He explained that in 2010, the City Clerk told him that 
even though the license stated “1 chicken”, it could be for any number of chickens.  
The chicken coop is designed for up to 3 chickens, and he does not want any more 
than that.  He currently has hens, no roosters, and is not certain how long he 
wants to keep the animals. 

The public hearing was opened.  
 
• A resident residing on Rosebrook spoke against the request. 
• Mr. Evans summarized written comments received:  3 supporting, 2 against. 
 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
The Board sought information from Mr. Muter including the age of the chickens, the 
condition of the coop, and confirmation the yard was fenced.  The Board discussed 
the unique circumstance that the Animal License was issued due to a City error, the 
purpose of tonight’s hearing, the effects of the animals upon neighboring property, 
and the possible duration of the Animal License should a waiver be granted. 
 
Motion by Carolan 
Second by Toth 
 
RESOLVED, to approve the request, because of the City error, with conditions: 
• The license will expire September 17, 2015 
• The license will be amended to allow 3 chickens 
 
All: Yes 
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5. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Election of Officers 
 
Motion by Petrulis 
Second by Carolan 
 
RESOLVED, to elect Jayne Saeger as Chair 
 
Yes: All 
 
Motion by Toth 
Second by Carolan 
 
RESOLVED, to elect Al Petrulis as Vice Chair 
 
Yes: All 
 
Motion by Petrulis 
Second by Waters 
 
RESOLVED, to elect Patrick Carolan as Secretary 
 
Yes: All 
 
2014 Meeting Dates 
 
Motion by Petrulis 
Second by Carolan 
 
RESOLVED to move the November 26, 2014 meeting date to November 5, 2014. 
 
Yes:  All 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Animal Control Appeals Board meeting ADJOURNED at 8:03 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 _____ 
Jayne Saeger, Chair 
 
 
 
 _____ 
Paul Evans, Zoning and Compliance Specialist 
 
G:\Animals\Animal Control Appeal Board\Minutes\2014\Draft\2014 01 22 Draft.doc 



A. WAIVER REQUEST, MICHAEL AND LORI SCHMITT, 2042 KIRKTON – In order to 
keep six (6) chickens and one (1) duck, a waiver from the requirement that the property 
be at least .75 of an acre in size. The property is approximately .30 acres in size. 
 
Animal Ordinance Section:  90.70.20 (f) 

 











We, Mike and Lori Schmitt, are requesting this waiver for the following reasons: 

1) We were gifted 6 chickens (no roosters) and 1 duck for Easter this year.  
2) When finding out we were being gifted the animals, Mike attended a “Backyard Chickens 101” 

class at the Niles Center in Troy. During the class it was not mentioned that Troy requires ¾ acre. 
3) We live on .30 of an acre, however, we feel that this waiver would be justified and not set 

precedence because we live with Robinwood Park behind our home.  This allows us to only have 
2 next-door neighbors, both of which, we have spoken with addressing any concerns. 

4) We have 2 children whom we believe it is very important to teach responsibility, education and 
caretaking of these animals.  We also plan to sell both the chicken and ducks eggs as a business 
endeavor.  We find this highly educational and beneficial for our children as well.  

5) We are educated on and plan to follow GAAMPS.  Our chickens/duck will be in their coop from 
dusk until 9:00am every day.  The coop will be cleaned in the am and pm.  

6) We have researched the numerous benefits to raising backyard chickens/ducks, including the 
benefit of organic, home raised eggs.  We feel this is an important step in the right direction for 
the health and well-being of our growing family. 

7) The chickens/duck will NEVER free range.  They will remain in their coop/run at all times.  A 
latch system is in place in order to ensure no animals can escape.  Also, the coop and run are 
fully enclosed with poultry wire (including roof) providing protection from any predators.  

8) We are avid volunteers in our community, as well as our child’s school (Morse Elementary).   Our 
child’s teacher has even taken an interest in us bringing the chickens/duck to her class to teach 
the children about the animals.  Several of our neighbors have also expressed a desire to 
purchase eggs and to visit the birds with their children as well. 

9) We have approval from our landlord and will pay all necessary fees and the entire care of the 
animals.  

10) If the animals become too noisy or a nuisance to our neighbors in any way, we will first discuss 
this with them and if necessary remove the animals from our property immediately.  We believe 
this endeavor to be strengthening and positive for our neighborhood, community and family.   

 

We thank you in advance for your careful and thoughtful consideration for this waiver.   

 

 

Mike and Lori Schmitt 
2042 Kirkton Drive 
Troy, MI 48083 
248-259-1937 
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From: Paul M Evans
To: "matt@sbfmail.com"
Subject: FW: 2042 Kirkton
Date: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 9:46:45 AM
Attachments: CH090.pdf

Matthew:
 
Thank you for your comment.  I am in charge of Code Enforcement for
the City, as well as the staff liaison for the Animal Control Appeals
Board.  I can answer your questions:
 

·        Chapter 90 Animals of the City Code allows the animals. 
However, because the property is less than .75 acres, if the
Animal Board does not grant a waiver, then they would not be
allowed. 

·        If the appeal is granted, I would issue an animal permit.  The
permit is good for 5 years.  The permit holder would have to
conduct and maintain the animals and related structures
consistent with what they presented to the Appeals Board,
including number of animals. 

·        Code Enforcement’s monitoring will be a combination of inspector
drive bys combined with responses to neighbor concerns. 

·        We will enforce against any violations.
·        I can revoke the Animal Permit if required conditions are not met.

 
Let me know if you  have further questions.
 
Paul Evans
Zoning & Compliance Specialist
City of Troy
248 524-3359
 

We believe a strong community embraces diversity, promotes innovation, and
encourages collaboration.  We strive to lead by example within the region. 

 
We do this because we want everyone to choose Troy as their community for life.

We believe in doing government the best.
 
 

mailto:/O=CITY OF TROY/OU=CITYOFTROY/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=EVANSPM
mailto:matt@sbfmail.com
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GENERAL REGULATIONS 
 
90.10.10 Definitions. The following terms when used in this Chapter shall have the 


meanings set forth in this Section: 
 
90.10.11 “Animal” - Any living creature, except humans and plants. “Animal” includes 


any mammal, bird, reptile, snake, turtle, crustacean or any other vertebrate 
or invertebrate. 


 
90.10.25 “Dangerous Animal” - A wild or feral animal, other than a dog or cat, which 


because of its size, aggressive nature or other characteristics constitutes a 
danger to persons or property. 


 
90.10.30 “Domestic Animal” - An animal, other than a dog, that is not feral in nature, 


including, but not limited to horses, cows, chickens, geese, pigeons, ducks, 
steers, ponies, mules, donkeys, sheep, swine, pigs and goats.  


 
90.10.35 “House Pet” - A non-domestic and non-dangerous small animal normally 


kept confined as a pet, including but not limited to hamsters, fish and 
parakeets. 


 
90.10.60 “Owner” - A person or a group of persons who owns, controls, harbors, 


keeps, or has a property interest in any animal. 
 
90.10.65 “Person” - An individual, employee, corporation, partnership or association. 
 
90.10.90 “Wild Animal” – An animal that is not defined in this Chapter as a 


dangerous animal, domestic animal or house pet. 
 


DUTIES OF ANIMAL OWNERS 
 
90.30.50 Possession of Excrement Removal Device. No person, who is 


accompanying an animal, shall allow that animal to be on property owned 
by another unless the person has in his or her immediate possession, an 
appropriate device for the scooping and temporary storage of excrement. A 
person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 90 days or by a fine of not 
more than $500 or both. 


 
90.30.50 Possession of Excrement Removal Device.  No person, who is 


accompanying an animal, shall allow that animal to be on property owned 
by another unless the person has in his or her immediate possession, an 
appropriate device for the scooping and temporary storage of excrement.  A 
person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 90 days or by a fine of not 
more than $500 or both. 







Chapter 90 - Animals  


 90-2 


 
90.30.55 Removal of Animal Excrement. No person, who owns or controls an animal 


that deposits excrement on property owned by another, shall fail to 
immediately remove such excrement and immediately dispose of it in a 
receptacle located on the property of the person who owns or controls the 
animal and if the person is not aware that the animal deposited excrement 
on another property, shall upon being made aware of such fact, 
immediately dispose of it in a receptacle located on the property of the 
person who owns or controls the animal. A person who violates this section 
is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for 
not more than 90 days or by a fine of not more than $500 or both. 


 
PERMITS 


 
90.70.10 Permit Required for Domestic, Dangerous and Wild Animals. No person 


shall own or control a domestic animal or a dangerous animal or a wild 
animal, other than a dog, cat or house pet, within the City of Troy, without 
having obtained an animal permit from the Clerk for the City of Troy. A 
person who violates this section is responsible for a Municipal Civil 
Infraction subject to the provision of Chapter 100 of the Code of the City of 
Troy.  Each day that the violation continues is a separate Municipal Civil 
Infraction.  Sanctions for each violation shall include a fine of not more than 
$500, costs, damages, and injunctive orders as authorized by Chapter 100.  


 
Exception:   
 
a) a permit is not required for a dog, house pet or domestic cat. 


 
b) permits are not required for wild animals if the Housing and Zoning 


Inspector determines that the wild animal, because of its size, the 
number of animals, temperament or other characteristics does not 
create a hazard or nuisance. 


 
90.70.20 Permit Application Process. An applicant for a domestic, dangerous or wild 


animal permit shall: 
 


a) furnish the Housing and Zoning Inspector a list of the species of 
animals to be kept and the maximum number of each species to be 
kept at any one time, and 


 
b) demonstrate that the animals will be treated humanely and will not 


be neglected or treated with cruelty, and 
 


c) demonstrate that the animals will be maintained in quarters 
constructed to prevent their escape, and  
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d) demonstrate that reasonable precautions shall be taken to protect 
the public from the animals and the animals from the public, and 


 
e) demonstrate that he or she can comply with the ordinance and any 


regulations promulgated by the Animal Control Appeal Board, and 
 


f) in the case of domestic animals, demonstrate to the Housing and 
Zoning Inspector that the lot or parcel that animals will be kept on is 
three-quarters (¾) of one (1) acre or larger. This requirement may be 
waived by the Animal Control Appeal Board if the applicant can 
demonstrate circumstances that allow for waiver pursuant to 
regulations promulgated by the Animal Control Appeal Board. 
Waivers will not be granted for animals that are loud or likely to be 
detrimental to the neighborhood. 


 
90.70.30 Issuance of Permit for Domestic, Dangerous or Wild Animal. The Housing 


and Zoning Inspector shall issue a domestic, dangerous or wild animal 
permit upon showing by the applicant that he or she has obtained the 
approval of the Housing and Zoning Inspector and has paid the applicable 
fee. The permit shall list with specificity the animals subject to the permit, 
the location of the animals in the City of Troy and may contain limitations 
and conditions required by the Housing and Zoning Inspector or the Animal 
Control Appeal Board. 


 
90.70.40 Duties of Permit Holder. The holder of a domestic, dangerous or wild animal 


permit shall: 
 


(a)  comply with all present and future ordinances in this Chapter and 
comply with the regulations promulgated by the Animal Control 
Appeal Board, and 


 
(b) apply for a new permit prior to changing their address or changing 


the location of the animals, and 
 


(c) indemnify and hold the City of Troy harmless from any personal 
injury or property damage caused by the animal for which the permit 
is issued as a result of the negligence of the permittee or any other 
person placed in control of the animal by the permittee. 


 
(d) consent to inspection of the applicant’s facilities by a Housing and 


Zoning Inspector before and after the granting of the permit. 
 
90.70.50 Expiration of Permit. A permit shall expire: 
 


a) 5 years from the date of issuance, or 
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b) when ownership or control of the animal or animals is transferred to 
another person, or 


 
c) when the animal or animals are moved to another location, or  


 
d) upon death of the animal for which the permit is issued, unless the 


permit specifically provides for replacement of the animal, or  
 


e) when the terms of the permit require that the permit expires. 
 
90.70.60 Revocation of Permit.  A Housing and Zoning Inspector may revoke a 


permit: 
 


a) if the permit holder fails to comply with the requirements of this 
Chapter, or 


 
b) if the permit holder fails to comply with regulations promulgated by 


the Animal Control Appeal Board, or, 
 


c) if a permit holder fails to comply with federal, state or local laws 
governing cruelty to animals or the keeping of animals, or  


 
d) if a species of animal not listed in the permit application is acquired, 


or 
 


e) the maximum number of animals allowed pursuant to the permit is 
exceeded.  


 
90.70.70 Removal of Animals. A person whose permit is revoked or has expired, 


shall immediately remove all animals subject to the permit, from the City of 
Troy, unless the permit holder has filed a timely appeal with the Animal 
Control Appeal Board in which case the revocation shall be postponed 
pending the outcome of the appeal. 


 
ANIMAL CONTROL APPEAL BOARD 


 
90.80.10 Animal Control Appeal Board. There is hereby created an Animal Control 


Appeal Board.  
 


This Board shall: 
 


a) consist of five (5) members appointed by the City Council for three 
(3) year overlapping terms, and  


 
b) annually elect from among its members a Chair, a Vice Chair and a 


Secretary. 
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90.80.30 All Board Members, including the Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary shall 


have voting privileges. 
 
90.80.40 The Chair shall preside over meetings of the Board. 
 
90.80.50 The Vice Chair shall preside over meetings of the Board in the absence of 


the Chair. 
 
90.80.60 The Secretary shall record and file with the City Clerk accurate and 


complete resolutions, rules and interpretations rendered by the Board.  
 
90.80.70 Duties Of Animal Control Appeal Board. The Animal Control Appeal Board 


shall:  
 


a) promulgate regulations regarding dangerous animal permits and 
domestic animal permits, and 


 
b) interpret and determine the application of provisions contained in this 


Chapter as they relate to specific fact situations presented to the 
Animal Control Appeal Board, and 


 
c) adjudicate appeals from a housing and Zoning Inspector’s decision 


regarding the issuance or denial of a permit for dangerous animals, 
domestic animals and wild animals, and 


 
d) adjudicate appeals from a Housing and Zoning Inspector’s decision 


regarding the revocation of a permit for dangerous animals, domestic 
animals or wild animals. 


 
90.80.80 Procedure for Appeals.  
 


Appeals from the decisions of the Housing and Zoning Inspector to the 
Animal Control Appeal Board must be: 


 
a) filed at the office of the Troy Housing and Zoning Inspector on forms 


provided, and 
 


b) filed within seven (7) days of the date of the Housing and Zoning 
Inspector’s decision regarding the issuance or denial of a permit for 
dangerous animals or domestic animals, and  


 
c) filed within seven (7) days of the date of the Housing and Zoning 


Inspector’s decision regarding the revocation of a permit for 
dangerous animals or domestic animals. 
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d) upon acceptance of an appeal, the City Clerk shall provide notice of 
the time, date and place of the appeal to all property owners within 
300 feet of the appellant’s property. 


 
90.8.90 Rulings and interpretations of the Animal Control Appeal Board shall be 


final. 
 


(Amended: 03/28/2011)  







 
 
 
From: Paul M Evans On Behalf Of Planning
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2014 9:38 AM
To: Paul M Evans
Subject: FW: 2042 Kirkton
 
 
 
From: Matthew Horn [mailto:matt@sbfmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2014 1:01 PM
To: Planning
Cc: Regina Redico
Subject: 2042 Kirkton
 

I received the notice regarding the Chickens & Duck at 2042 Kirkton

I have a few concerns in this regard:

Noise
Smell
Disease
Rodents, due to waste

Do you have any info you can provide as to research if these animals are allowed in a
residential neighborhood?
Will there be monitoring & enforcement by the city of Troy if these are not maintained?
What enforcement is in place to be sure these 6 don't become 12 etc?
If this is approved is it permanent? or can it be revoked or reviewed annually?

mailto:matt@sbfmail.com




 
B. WAIVER REQUEST, KYLE SEIDEL, 3535 ANVIL – In order to keep up to six (6) chickens, 

a waiver from the requirement that the property be at least .75 of an acre in size. The 
property is approximately .38 acres in size. 
 
Animal Ordinance Section:  90.70.20 (f) 

 





















From: Karla Babich
To: Planning
Subject: Waiver for 3535 Anvil Drive
Date: Friday, May 16, 2014 2:59:51 PM

To the Planning Department:
 
We received a notice that Kyle Seidel has applied for a waiver to keep six
chickens on his residential property at 3535 Anvil Drive because the property does
not meet the city's size requirements for this purpose.
 
We wish to inform you that we do not have any objections to the city issuing the
waiver.  The Seidels have been responsible, good neighbors for a number of years,
and we are confident that should any issues arise after the fact, they will
immediately and effectively address them.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Phillip and Karla Babich
2374 Hinge Drive
Troy, MI 48083

mailto:karla.babich@gmail.com
mailto:planning@troymi.gov
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