
TO: Mayor and Members of Troy City Council   
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Susan M. Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: February  8, 2007 

  
  

SUBJECT: Mary Ann Hennig v. City of Troy 
 

 

 

 

Enclosed please find a copy of a lawsuit, filed by Mary Ann Henning against the City 
of Troy.  Ms. Hennig was allegedly injured when Troy Police Officer Joseph Mairorano 
accidentally hit her vehicle on February 17, 2006.  Ms. Henning was driving her vehicle 
northbound on I-75.   

At the time of the accident, Officer Mairorano was participating in the pursuit of a 
vehicle on northbound I-75.  Just prior to the accident, the driver of this vehicle (Demario 
Williamson) engaged in activities that were consistent with drug trafficking at the Red Roof 
Inn on Rochester Court in Troy.  In an effort to evade the police, Mr. Williamson started to go 
north on I-75.  As he was traveling, he threw out a handgun and other unidentified items from 
the car.  One of these items was later discovered to be a large bag of crack cocaine.   

In an effort to stop the fleeing vehicle and to minimize potential damage, the Troy 
Police Officers attempted to box in the Williamson vehicle, which is an accepted police 
practice.  Mr. Williamson then attempted to escape, which caused Officer Mairorano to break 
to the right- where he made a minor contact with another police vehicle, and then spun into 
Ms. Hennig’s vehicle.   

The extent of Ms. Hennig’s alleged injuries will be revealed during discovery.  In her 
complaint, she alleges that she received serious impairment to a bodily function, as well as 
serious neurological injury. She alleges that her damages exceed $25,000, which is the 
jurisdictional amount required for personal injury lawsuits to be filed in the Circuit Court.  It 
should be noted that after the accident, Ms. Hennig was able to get out of her vehicle and 
walk around the scene.  She did not request medical assistance at the time.  

Our office will assume defense of this lawsuit absent objection from City Council.  
Please let us know if we can provide additional information.   
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