
TO: Mayor and Members of Troy City Council    
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Christopher J. Forsyth, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: February 21, 2007 

  
  

SUBJECT: Revised Chapter 90 – Animals  
 

 

 

 
At the January 8, 2007 City Council meeting, a Troy resident, Irene MacColeman, 

requested an amendment to the Animal Ordinance (Chapter 90).  This requested 
amendment would prohibit the prolonged tethering of dogs.  At that time, Council 
informally referred this requested amendment to the Animal Control Appeals Board for 
input and/or recommendation.     
 
 After researching the law, and reviewing ordinances from other jurisdictions, our 
office prepared proposed language that would prohibit the tethering or chaining of dogs 
unless certain conditions are satisfied.  For example, tethering would only be allowed 
when the tether is at least ten feet in length, and when the dog is provided with shelter.    
 
 At a meeting on February 14, 2007, the Animal Control Appeals Board reviewed 
the proposed ordinance revision, and recommended approval with one modification 
relating to the allowable time for tethering.     

 
In addition to the anti-tethering amendment, the Animal Control Appeals Board 

has also previously considered several other revisions to Chapter 90.  These revisions 
have been incorporated into one comprehensive package for Council’s consideration.   
Some of the other proposed changes to Chapter 90 include: reorganizing the overall 
structure of the chapter, reorganizing and clarifying definitions, clarifying the 
responsibilities and duties of the Animal Control Appeal Board, expanding the definition, 
grounds, and protocol for impounding animals, creating an exception for hunting and 
trapping Canada Geese as part of DNR nuisance animal programs, and consolidating 
and clarifying the permit requirements for domestic, dangerous, and wild animals. The 
Animal Control Appeals Board recommends adoption of all of these changes.  

 
The proposed revisions to Chapter 90 are attached for your review.  Due to the 

extensive changing and reformatting, it was difficult to use redline formatting to highlight 
all of the changes.  However, the anti-tethering provisions are highlighted for your 
convenience, as well as the current version of Chapter 90.  

 
This item is for informational purposes, and is planned to be an action item on the 

next City Council agenda.  If you have any questions concerning the above, please let us 
know.   
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