
TO: Members of Troy City Council 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Christopher J. Forsyth, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: March 15, 2007 

  
  

SUBJECT: City of Troy v. George Roberts 
 

 
Enclosed please find a proposed consent judgment that would finalize the case filed 

by the City of Troy against George Roberts to abate a nuisance at 6791 Livernois Rd. in the 
City of Troy.  The City commenced this lawsuit in November, after the City housing and 
zoning inspectors investigated several complaints filed by the neighbors.  The inspectors 
verified that there were unsafe and unsanitary conditions existing on his property.  

At the earliest opportunity, we appeared before Circuit Court Judge Mark Goldsmith, 
asking for an order to abate the nuisances existing on the property.  At that time, Judge 
Goldsmith entered an order requiring abatement of the nuisances on the property.  However, 
Mr. Roberts was allowed to complete the abatement in phases, as long as compliance with 
all local and state laws was achieved on or before January 10, 2007.    

 
At the court date on January 17, 2007, Judge Goldsmith was informed that there had 

been significant progress.  However, there were still some violations in the exterior of the 
home, as well as some on the interior, that required correction.  Since the hearing was set in 
January, during a time of inclement weather, Judge Goldsmith then ordered complete 
abatement by March 7, 2007, when the City would inspect the property.  He also set another 
court hearing for March 14, 2007 to report on the progress. 

 
On March 7, 2007, City housing and zoning inspectors found that the home was in 

compliance with all local and state laws.  Based on this report, we drafted a proposed 
consent judgment, which would be the final resolution of this case.   This proposed consent 
judgment is attached for your consideration.  Mr. Roberts signed the proposed consent 
judgment on March 14, 2007, at the Circuit Court hearing.     

 
Under the terms of the proposed consent judgment, Mr. Roberts agrees to continue to 

maintain his property, (both exterior and interior), in compliance with all local and state laws. 
In order to insure compliance, the Property would be inspected on a quarterly basis for the 
first year after the Court approves the Consent Judgment.  City inspections could also occur if 
there is reasonable cause to believe that nuisance conditions have returned to the property.  
The consent judgment requires full cooperation with any subsequent inspection of the 
property.  Further, if there are future violations of state or local laws, these violations must be 
abated within 14 days.  Failure to abate within 14 days could subject the property owner to 
sanctions for contempt of court.   

 
We recommend approval of the attached Consent Judgment.  Please let us know if 

you have any questions.     
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