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CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AAGGEENNDDAA  IITTEEMM  
 

 
Date:  August 14, 2014 
 
 
To:   Brian Kischnick, City Manager 
  
From:  MaryBeth Murz , Purchasing Manager 
  William S. Nelson, Fire Chief 
 
 
Subject: Bid Waiver - Extrication Tools 
 
 
History 
There have been major changes in the construction of automobiles in the last 10 years. Manufacturers are 
now making cars lighter and safer by using materials such as carbon and boron steel. These materials 
have a much higher strength than materials previously used in automobiles. The increased strength of 
these materials has created operational issues for firefighters when extrication of occupants requires the 
cutting of these high strength materials. The hydraulic cutters currently in use by the City of Troy Fire 
Department, which are over 15 years old, are unable to cut these high strength materials. 
 
Over the past year the Fire Department Safety Committee, which is comprised of two (2) firefighters from 
each station and two (2) staff personnel, has conducted extensive research and field testing of the currently 
available extrication cutters. Based on the Safety Committee evaluation it is recommended that the 
department replace existing cutters with six (6) sets of the Champion Beast Cutters. The Beast Cutters 
have double the cutting strength (294,000 lbs.) of our current Hurst cutters and utilize our current 5,000 psi 
hydraulic generators, reels, and hoses. 
 
Purchasing 
It is not possible to secure competitive bids and the bid process is waived because R & R Fire Truck 
Repair, Inc., of Northville, MI is the official authorized distributor for Champion Rescue Tools in the state of 
Michigan.  A letter from R & R Fire Truck Repair, Inc. verifies that the company is the sole official 
authorized distributor for Champion Rescue Tools. 
 
Financial 
Funds are budgeted in the current budget to purchase these items. 
 
Recommendation 
City management recommends that the bid process be waived and a contract be awarded to R & R Fire 
Truck Repair, Inc. of Northville, MI, to purchase six (6) sets of Champion Beast Cutters for an estimated 
total of $35,043.00. 
 
 
 
 
G:\Bid Award 13-14 New Format\Award Standard Purchasing BidWaiver Extrication Tools_FD 

stewartc
Text Box
J-05








