
TO: MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF TROY CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: LORI GRIGG BLUHM, CITY ATTORNEY 

ALLAN T. MOTZNY, ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY 
DATE: May 16, 2007 

  
  

SUBJECT: MORRELL v TROY, ET AL 
 

 
 
 

 Plaintiff Kenneth Morrell filed the attached lawsuit against the City of Troy and Troy Police 
Officer Meghan Broderick.  In the complaint, Mr. Morrell alleges a count of assault, gross 
negligence, a violation of Michigan’s Persons with Disabilities Civil Rights Act (PWDCRA), 
Constitutional violations, false imprisonment, and racial discrimination.  The lawsuit was filed in 
Oakland County Circuit Court and assigned to Judge Steven N. Andrews. 

According to the complaint, the Plaintiff is a disabled person who is African-American.  He 
contends that the PWDCRA entitles him to have employees of self-service gas stations pump 
gasoline into his car on demand.  He alleges that on April 28, 2006 he drove to the BP gas station at 
Maple and John R., seeking some gasoline for his car.  Plaintiff claims that his request for gasoline 
was denied, and that the gas station owner/ operator instead contacted the Troy Police, who sent 
Officer Broderick to the scene.  In his complaint, he alleges that Officer Broderick aided and abetted 
the gas station employees in violating his rights under the PWDCRA.  He also complains that Officer 
Broderick drew a weapon (a handgun) on the Plaintiff without justification.  Officer Broderick denies 
that she drew a handgun, although the circumstances may have justified it. She did take her 
department issued taser out of the holster, but did not use it. Plaintiff also complains that another 
unidentified Troy police sergeant told him he was permanently barred from the BP gas station, and 
that he would be arrested for trespassing if he returned.  He claims the incident resulted in emotional 
agitation, forcing him to seek medical help, including medication for his nerves. He is seeking over 
$25,000 in damages, plus attorney fees and costs. Plaintiff has also named the gas station owners 
and its manager as co-defendants in this lawsuit.   

 Absent any objection from City Council, our office will proceed with aggressive defense of the 
City and Officer Broderick in this case.  If you have any questions concerning the above, please let 
us know. 
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