
 

 
 
July 12, 2007 
 
 
TO:     Phillip L. Nelson, City Manager 
 
FROM:   Brian Murphy, Assistant City Manager/ Economic Development Services 

Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:   Request for Street Name Change 
    Daley Street south of Big Beaver to Behr Drive 
 
 
 
Background: 
 
� We have received a request from Behr America, Inc. to change the name of that portion of Daley 

Street located south of Big Beaver Road to Behr Drive.  The street naming committee reviewed 
this issue and agrees that the industrial portion of the street south of Big Beaver should have a 
different name than the residential portion of the street located north of Big Beaver.  However, 
choosing to name the street after a company located on that street when they are not the only 
owner/tenant on the street would be without precedent in the City of Troy.  While there is no 
objection from the street naming committee based upon a conflict with existing street names there 
is also some concern that there may be some confusion with using the non-traditional spelling of 
Behr versus Bear or Bare.  Although this item does not require a public hearing on the matter we 
did send out letters to all the owners/tenants on the street to notify them of the request and gather 
their input.  The letter and their responses are attached for your reference. 

 
Financial Considerations: 
 
� The owners and occupants on the street will have the expense of changing addresses with their 

suppliers and customers and the cost of new stationary and letterhead. 
� The city will have the cost of staff time to change all the records on the properties to reflect the 

new street name. 
 
Legal Considerations: 
 
� Under the Provisions of the Land Division Act (P.A. 288 of 1967 as amended, MCL 560.256) and 

Chapter 2 of the Troy City Code, City Council has the authority to change the name of a platted 
public street. 
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Policy Considerations: 
 
� Wherever possible we try to avoid non-continuous segments of streets with the same name. 
 
Options: 
 
� City Council can deny the request. 
� City Council can approve the name change to Behr Drive. 
� City Council can approve a name change to some other name.  If this option is chosen the name 

should be referred to the Street Naming Committee for review prior to final action. 
 







Portion of Daley 
Street Proposed to 
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Behr Drive



June 14, 2007 
 
«Contact_Name» 
«Owner_Name» 
«Owner_Address» 
«Owner_City», «Owner_State» «Owner_Zip» 
 
Re: «Street_Number» «Street_Name» 
 
Dear Daley St Property Owner/Tenant: 
 
The City of Troy has received a request from a neighbor of yours, Behr 
America, to change the name of the portion of Daley Street located south 
of Big Beaver Road.  Their request is to rename the street to Behr Drive.  
In general, staff is in favor of renaming the southern portion of the street 
since that would end the possible confusion with the residential portion 
that is located north of Big Beaver Road.  However, it would be unusual 
for the City to name a street after a particular adjacent property owner 
when they are not the only business addressed on that street. 
 
This item will be forwarded to the Troy City Council at their July 23, 2007 
meeting.  We are interested in your comments on this matter so that we 
can forward them to City Council at the same time.  Please feel free to 
send any comments to me by July 13, 2007, so that I can include them 
with the request. 
 
Should City Council decide to change the street name, that action would 
include an “effective date” approximately 90 days out so that change of 
address notices could be accomplished before the change would take 
effect. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 248-680-7229 if you have any questions 
regarding this matter. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Mark Stimac, R.A., C.B.O. 
Director of Building and Zoning 
 



1

Mark S Stimac

From: James Saliba [jsaliba@burkevideo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 19, 2007 3:55 PM
To: Mark S Stimac
Subject: Daley St. name change

Hello Mr. Stimac,

I received your notice in the mail today concerning the request from 
Behr to change the name of our street from
Daley St. to Behr Drive.

For the record I am completely against the renaming of our street.

My first objection is that changing the name of the street will cost me 
time and money.
Changing business cards, letterhead, envelopes, websites, etc. is a cost 
that I will have to bear.
Why? Not for the good of the City of Troy; not for the good of my company;
it will only be because of the vanity of the Behr company. I will never 
believe that changing
the name will make any impact on Behr at all. They’ll get no extra 
business because of the name change.
Nor will I. It will only cost me money, which in these difficult days is 
a cost that I’m not willing to take on.

My second objection is that it is a public street, paid for and 
maintained by not only Troy residents,
but all of the businesses in Troy that pay taxes. I don’t believe the 
City of Troy should be naming
public property after private business. What happens if Behr decides to 
move out or if it goes out
of business or if it changes ownership? In today’s world that’s more and 
more likely.
Picture this: you go ahead and mandate the name change; I spend 
thousands of dollars to
keep my business running, and six-months later Behr is sold (as is often 
the case in the automotive industry,
just look at Chrysler) to a different company. They change names. Are we 
then expected to come up
with more money when they petition you to change the street name again?

Please let’s keep Daley St. Daley St. It’s a great name, easy for my 
clients to remember.
And please let’s not give preferential treatment to one business when 
there are several businesses on
the same street that will be have to spend money unneccesarily.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

James Saliba
President
Burke Video Company
2877 Daley St.
Troy, MI 48083








