
 

 

CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  AACCTTIIOONN  RREEPPOORRTT  
 

 
August 10, 2007 
 
 
TO:     Phillip L. Nelson, City Manager 
 
FROM:   Brian Murphy, Assistant City Manager/ Economic Development Services 

Mark Stimac, Director of Building and Zoning 
 
SUBJECT:   Public Hearing  

Request for outdoor seating area in excess of 20 seats 
Mitchell’s Ocean Club – 2915 Coolidge (proposed address) 

 
 
 
Background:  
  
• We have received an application from Don Waller, representing Mitchell’s Ocean Club Restaurant, 

for approval for an outdoor seating area for 80 seats as part of the construction of a new 
restaurant at the southwest corner of Big Beaver Road and Coolidge.  This property is in the O-S-
C (Office Service Commercial) Zoning District.  Section 26.30.03 of the Zoning Ordinance allows 
outdoor seating in conjunction with restaurant uses in the O-S-C district subject to Special Use 
Approval before City Council (in place of the Planning Commission).   

 
• The indoor seating proposed at the restaurant is 300.  They propose to add another 80 seats 

outside.  The Planning Commission, at their meeting of June 26, 2007, as part of the Special Use 
Approval for the freestanding restaurant, considered the total seating capacity for this facility and 
found that the parking spaces dedicated for this use within the overall parking lot for the office 
development was sufficient per Section 40.20.12.  A copy of their minutes is enclosed for your 
reference.  The outdoor dining area is proposed to be enclosed by a railing system as indicated on 
the plans and is intended to be accessed only by going through the restaurant. 

 
Financial Considerations: 
 
 There are no financial considerations regarding this matter. 

 
Legal Considerations: 
 
 Public hearing notices for the special use approval were sent as required by the Troy Zoning 

Ordinance and the State of Michigan Municipal Planning Act. 
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Policy Considerations: 
 
 Enhance the livability and safety of the Community (Goal I) 
 Retain and attract investment while encouraging redevelopment (Goal III). 

 
Options: 
 
 City Council can approve the request. 
 City Council can deny the request. 
 City Council can approve the request with conditions. 
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Mr. Miller reported on the Smart Growth Readiness Assessment Tool (SGRAT) 
Workshop held on June 21, 2007, as part of the public input efforts for the Master 
Plan. 

 
POSTPONED ITEM 

 
8. SPECIAL USE REQUEST (SU 351) – Proposed Mitchell’s Ocean Club Restaurant, 

Southwest corner of Big Beaver and Coolidge, Section 30, Zoned O-S-C (Office-
Service-Commercial) District 
 
Mr. Miller summarized the changes made to the site plan since the June 12, 2007 
Regular meeting. 
 
Larry Nemer, 4559 Raune Drive, Bloomfield Hills, described the project. 
 
Mark Knauer, Project Architect, Knauer, Inc., 720 N. Waukegan Road, Deerfield, IL, 
described the project and presented building materials. 
 
General discussion followed. 
 
Resolution # PC-2007-06-111 
Moved by: Wright 
Seconded by: Littman 
 
RESOLVED, That the Planning Commission hereby approves a reduction in the 
total number of required parking spaces to 2,871 when a total of 3,228 spaces are 
required on the site based on the off-street parking space requirements for offices 
and restaurants, as per Article XL.  This 357 space reduction meets the standards 
of Article 40.20.12 given the parking demands of the restaurant and office 
complex. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Special Use Approval and Preliminary Site 
Plan Approval, pursuant to Section 26.30.05 of the Zoning Ordinance, as requested 
for the proposed Ocean Club Restaurant, located on the southwest corner of Big 
Beaver and Coolidge, in Section 30, within the O-S-C zoning district, is hereby 
granted. 
 
Yes: All present (7) 
No: None 
Absent: Strat, Vleck 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Ms. Kerwin noted that the applicant was very responsive and did a great job 
addressing Planning Commission concerns. 










