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The Chairman, Ted Dziurman, called the meeting of the Building Code Board of 
Appeals to order at 8:30 A.M. on Wednesday, February 7, 2001. 
 
PRESENT: Ted Dziurman   Mark Stimac 
  Bill Nelson    Ginny Norvell 
  Bill Need    Pam Pasternak 
  Rick Kessler    Frank Zuazo 
     Thomas Smith 
   
Mr. Tom Smith stated that this would be the last meeting he would be attending, and 
introduced Mr. Frank Zuazo as his alternate. 
 
ITEM #1 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES, MEETING OF JANUARY 3, 2001 
 
Motion by Need 
Supported by Nelson 
 
MOVED, to approve the minutes of the meeting of January 3, 2001 as written. 
 
Yeas:  5 – Dziurman, Nelson, Need, Kessler, Smith 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES AS WRITTEN CARRIED 
 
ITEM #2 – VARIANCE REQUESTED.  PAUL DETERS OF METRO DETROIT SIGNS, 
REPRESENTING SUBURBAN BUICK, 1804 MAPLELAWN, for relief of the Sign 
Ordinance to relocate an existing sign. 
 
Mr. Stimac explained that the petitioner is requesting relief of the Sign ordinance to 
relocate an existing sign.  Section 9.02.05 of Chapter 78 of the Troy City Code permits 
one major ground sign a maximum of 200 square feet in size, 25 feet maximum height 
and setback a minimum of 30 feet from the right of way.  The plans submitted indicate 
that the relocated sign would be 242 square feet in size, 41 feet in height and setback 
20 feet from the right of way. 
 
Mr. Paul Deters was present and stated that this request was a continuation of a 
request made at the meeting of January 3, 2001.  He further stated that the reason this 
request was not heard at the January meeting was due to the fact that an error was 
made in the calculation of the height of the sign.  Mr. Deters said that basically they 
were proposing to relocate the existing sign at 1790 Maplelawn to 1804 Maplelawn.  
The existing sign was installed as a result of a variance granted in 1973. 
 
Mr. Dziurman asked Mr. Deters to clarify the placement of the new sign and Mr. Deters  
stated that they were going to move the sign from one side of the driveway to another. 
ITEM #2 
Mr. Need asked if the sign could be placed further back in order to comply with the 
Ordinance regarding the setback from the right of way.  Mr. Dziurman asked what was 
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involved in the relocation of the sign and Mr. Deters stated that they were going to have 
to put in a new foundation for the sign.  Mr. Deters also said that they would be willing to 
move the sign back as far as they can.  Mr. Need stated that he did not have a problem 
with the placement of the sign in a parking space and questioned Mr. Stimac as to 
whether there would still be enough parking in this area.  Mr. Stimac stated that 
dealerships always had an abundance of parking and did not believe that the loss of 
one parking space would create non-compliance with the Ordinance.  Mr. Stimac 
obtained an aerial photograph of the area to show where the existing sign was located. 
 
Mr. Need questioned Mr. Stimac as to the placement of the sign within one of the 
existing parking spaces.  Mr. Stimac stated that a sign of this size and height requires a 
30’ setback and if it were placed 10’ further back, a need for one of the variances would 
be eliminated.  Mr. Stimac noted that the sign is still too high and too large.   
 
There are no written approvals or objections on file. 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing.  No one wished to be heard and the Public 
Hearing was closed. 
 
Motion by Need 
Supported by Nelson 
 
MOVED, to grant Mr. Paul Deters of Metro Detroit Signs, Representing Surburban 
Buick, 1804 Maplelawn, relief of the Sign Ordinance to relocate an existing sign that 
exceeds the size and height maximum permitted by Ordinance. 
 

 Sign is to be placed 30’ from the right-of way. 
 Size of the sign will be 242 square feet, and 41’ feet in height. 

 
Yeas:  All – 5 
 
MOTION TO GRANT VARIANCE CARRIED 
 
The Building Code Board of Appeals meeting was adjourned at 8:45 A.M. 
 
 
 
 
MS/pp 
 
 


