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PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

 
A regular meeting of the Troy Parks and Recreation Advisory Board was held Thursday, 
September 21, 2006 at the Troy Community Center, room 503.  Chairman, Tom Krent called 
the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Present:  Merrill Dixon, member  Jan Zikakis, member 
   Kathleen Feges, member  Meaghan Kovacs, member 
   Tod Gazetti, member  Kirk Serkh, student representative 
   Tom Krent, member   Jeff Biegler, staff 
   Carol K. Anderson, staff 
 
Absent:  Stuart Redpath, Gary Hauff, Jeff Stewart, Rusty Kaltsounis, Stuart Alderman 
 
Visitors:   
 
Resolution # PR - 2006 - 09 - 013 
Moved by Feges 
Seconded by Zikakis 
 
RESOLVED, that absent members are excused.   
 
Yeas:   All 
Nays:   None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
Resolution # PR – 2006 – 09 – 014 
Moved by Dixon 
Seconded by Kovacs 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes from May 18, 2006 are approved as submitted.   
 
Yeas:   All 
Nays:   None 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The new student representative, Kirk Serkh, was introduced to everyone.  He is a senior at 
the International Academy of Bloomfield Hills and plays sports at Athens High School.  Some 
of the sports he is active in are: soccer, skiing, and baseball to name a few.  Welcome Kirk to 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.   
 

A. Mater Plan Update – It is anticipated that the Master Plan will be ready by the October 
meeting.  This plan is based on the information gathered from the surveys and focus 
groups that were held last year.  The action plan will guide us for the next five years 
and as soon as it is available it will be mailed to Park Board members.   
 

B. Summer Activities Recap – The Aquatic Center had fewer users this season over last 
however, less depreciation, the facility nearly broke even.   
 
Golf Courses – Sylvan Glen had the streambank stabilization project ongoing until 
June.  With that project, fewer rounds were played compared to the same period last 



Parks and Recreation Advisory Board – FINAL                                          September 21, 2006 
year.  The number of rounds played was 42,356 compared to an average year of  
50,000 to 55, 000.   
 
Sanctuary Lake revenues are meeting operating expenses but not debt.  The number 
of rounds played was 26,000.  Our goal is 40,000 rounds played to meet expenses.   
 
Summer Programs – The revenue for summer programs was $824,000.  This amount 
does not include the swim program, golf lessons or any of the Nature Center 
programs.   
 
Rachel Zelmanski, age 10, won the gold medal for her age group for the Hershey 
Track and Field Event in Hershey, Pennsylvania for the long jump.  She was one of 
five representing the state of Michigan.   

 
OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Capital Projects –  

Tennis Courts at Boulan Park were partially reconstructed this past spring.  The other 
half will be completed this fall or spring upon Council approval due to an increase in 
the project cost.   
 
Community Center Fitness equipment was purchased and installed in August.   

 
 Ball diamond lights at Flynn park are proposed for spring 2007.   
 

Streambank Stabilization project at Sylvan Glen golf course is complete except for a 
punch list that will be gone over with the engineering department and the company 
performing the work.   

 
Bocce and Shuffleboard courts at the Community Center are awaiting approval from 
City Council.   

 
Irrigation around the Community Center and the soccer fields at Jaycee Park was 
installed this summer.   

 
The Aquatic Center is undergoing a renovation project.  The wooden decks are being 
taken out and concrete circular pads will be installed in those areas with large 
umbrellas for shade.  The Parks staff will do the demolition and the Streets staff will do 
the concrete work.  Afterwards the Parks staff will do the landscaping.   

 
 Barn at the farm was stabilized and some renovation work was done this summer.   
 
Member Comments 
Meaghan Kovacs has received feedback regarding swim lessons at the Aquatic Center this 
summer.  She suggested that the instructors be trained in child management.   
 
Jan Zikakis would like the locust tree in front of her house removed.  The roots are above 
ground and pose a liability for someone to get injured.  Staff will look at the tree and grind the 
roots down but generally a live tree is not removed.  Every effort will be made to make the 
area safe.   
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Merrill Dixon commented that the Parks department did an outstanding job with the flowers in 
the medians on Big Beaver this summer.   
 
Staff Reports 
A. Directors Report – Chuck Barnes, the manager of the Nature Center, retired after 25 years 
of service.  His impact will be felt for many years to come.  The posting for that job closes on 
October 6, 2006.   
 
 Three Parks and Recreation board members term expires at the end of this month; Stu 
Redpath, Rusty Kaltsounis and Jeff Stewart.  Jeff was assigned as the Troy Daze 
representative on this board and the Troy Daze Committee will make the recommendation to 
fill this spot.  This board should have a total of ten voting members.   
 
B. Recreation Report – The website for Parks and Recreation is being updated.  It will be 
more user friendly and have more links to information.   
 
C.  Parks Report – The Troy Daze Festival had a record turnout.  Though the hours were 
shorter, Saturday had the highest sales the amusement company had ever had on any day.  
More families came to the event, there were no negative incidents and there was a wider 
variety and quality of food.   
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
 
_________________________________ 
Tom Krent, Chairman 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Mary Williams, Recording Secretary 


