JRAEEFIC COMMITTEE MARCH 16, 2005 FINAL

A regular meeting of the Troy Traffic Committee was held Wednesday, March 16, 2005
in the Lower Level Conference Room at Troy City Hall. Jan Hubbell called the meeting
to order at 7:30 p.m. :

1.  RollCall

- PRESENT: John Diefenbaker
: Jan Hubbell

Richard Minnick

Peter Ziegenfelder

ABSENT: . Ted Halsey
Richard Kilmer
Charles Solis
Grace Yau, Student Representative

Also present: John Abraham, Traffic Engineer
Lt. Scott McWilliams, Police Department
L.t. Robert Matlick, Fire Department -

2. Minutes — February 16, 2005

All references to Millpond in Item 5 should read Miflstone. Mr. Minnick also pointed
out that that the south leg of the “T” intersection of Millstone and Timberview is
actually part of Timberview and the north leg is Millstone. Therefore, Res. TC-
 2005-02-6 should read “To recommend installation of NO PARKING ZONE signs
on the east side of Millstone 50 feet to the north and on the east side of
Timberview 50 feet to the south of the Timberview/Millstone intersection.

]

Moved by Minnick
Seconded by Ziegenfelder

. To approve the February 16, 2005 minutes as corrected.

- YES: All-4
NO: None
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED
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Resolution to Excuse Absent Members

Moved by Ziegenfelder

© Seconded by Minnick

To excuse the absences of Committee Members Kilmer, Solis and Halsey.

YES: All-4
‘NO: ‘None
ABSENT: 3

3.

'(T his item was tabled from the last meetmg)

Robert Hoim, 555 Randall, requests a STOP sign on Cypress at F{andall There is
currently a YIELD sign on Cypress where it ends in a “T" at Randall. Mr. Hoim
indicated that drivers often fail to yield to Randall trafflc and there have been many
near misses at the intersection, ‘

-Cypress carries around 600 vehicles per day and Randal! carries around 1150 per -
~ day. There have been no reported crashes in the last three years. Mr. Holm

reports that there is usually a commercial van parked on Randall obscunng vision
to the right, and that two cars ended up in his front yard (photo attached) in the last
two years. A tree was knocked down and its replacement was also knocked down.

This tem was first addressed at the February 16, 2005 Traffic Committee meeting.
At that time, the committee tabled the issue pending investigation of a sight-
distance probiem. Lt McWilliams agreed to check and report back at the March
meeting.

At the February meeting, Mr. Holm reported that the resident at 608 Randall parks
a van in the street, limiting sight distance to the right. When Mr. Halsey checked
the area, a commercnal vehlcle with a trailer was parked there.

Since last month’s meeting, Lt. McWilliams talked to the resident about parking
farther down the street. Though the resident at 608 Randall did not park in the
area under question, others were parking in this area, even though it is in the
designated no parking area due to its proximity to the crossroad (20 feet from the

" crosswalk/crossroad). At Lt. McWilliams's request, the DPW instalied a sign that

would remind motorists of the restricted parking area in the vicinity of an
intersection. -

Subsequent visits to the area confirmed that there were no vehicles parked in the
area just east of Cypress on Randall causing a sight obstruction. Lt. McWilliams
has been monitoring the area and has found vehicles parked over the sidewalk
and had issued two citations.
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Maved by Diefenbaker ,
Seconded by Ziegenfelder

Recommend that no changes be made at Cypress and Randall.

YES: All-4
NO: None
ABSENT: 3
MOTION CARRIED
a.

The Susick Elementary School has been rebuilt recently and is now open. Ellen
Kozich, Principal of Susick Elementary School, requests parking restrictions in front
of the school. If the signs are installed per Traffic Control Orders, the Police
Department would be empowered to write tickets for violators.

Attached is the layout of the two parking lots in front of the school. The south lot is
intended for staff parking only and the circular curb area is intended for bus

~ loading/unioading only. Ms. Kozich requests signs that would prevent other vehicles
from parking/finterfering with the bus and related pedestrian traffic in this area.

The north parking lot is for parent and visitor parking and also allows for a drop off
area along the east curb of the parking lot. The school intends this drop off area to
be used only during the morning arrival time and for the rest of the day to be kept
clear of any vehicular traffic. Since students can approach this area from several
school building exits, the plan is to have parents park and then walk to the buiiding
to get their kids during dismissal times. Ms. Kozich requests some signage that
would restrict parking/stopping/standing in this drop off area at all times, except for
the morning arrival time. '

Moved by Ziegenfelder
Seconded by Minnick

Recommend installing signs indicating NO STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING
EXCEPT FOR MORNING DROP-OFF TIMES in the circle drive in the north parking
lot and

Recommend installing signs indicating NO STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING—
BUS LOADING/UNLOADING ONLY in the circle drive in the south parking lot at
Susick Elementary School.
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All-4

YES:

NO: None
ABSENT: 3
MOTION CARRIED
5i

Mark Elchuk, 4845 Davis Court, wrote the Traffic Committee requesting changes in
the crossover traffic signal cycles on Long Lake Road near Rochester Road.
Currently these signals cycle 24 hours a day.

Mr. Elchuk notes that the signals are cycling even during very light traffic times, late
at night and early on weekend momings; therefore, Long Lake traffic has to stop at
the turnarounds even though there are no cars approaching the tumaround for a
quarter mile or more. He suggests blinking yellow on Long Lake Road on weekdays
from 8:00 p.m. 10 6:30 a.m., and on weekends between 8:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.

All traffic signals are controlied by the Road Commission for Oakland County
(RCOC), and any suggestions would have to be routed to them. '

it should be noted that at the intersection of Rochester and Long Lake all direct left
tums are prohibited and the left tum vehicles for both major roads have to use the
turnarounds on Long Lake to make their U-turns to complete their indirect left turns.
The turnaround signals are set to cycling through the day to allow the left turn
vehicles from both roadways to safely make their turns. Following table gives a
sampling of a weekday’s hourly traffic at the crossover: ‘

Hour of Day # of vehicles Hour of Day # of vehicles

1:00 13 13:00 319
2:00 3 14.00 327
3:00 9 15,00 258
4:00 18 16;00 249
5.00 20 17:00 ' 300
6:60 41 18:00 273
7:00 126 19:00 284
8:00 239 __20:00 144
9:00 295 21.00 136
10:00 254 22:00 76
11:00 215 23:00 ‘ 69
12:00 ' 290 TOTAL IN A DAY 3958

It should also be noted that the crossover signals are sequenced to change to green
along with the main signal at Rochester Road. This is one of the reasons none of
the crossover lights go on a flash mode.
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Traffic volumes indicate that the crossover fraffic drops off only by around 10:00 p.m.
and picks up around 6:00 a.m. A request has been made of the RCOC to consider
a flash schedule during the 10 p.m. to 6 am. period on weekdays. A reply is
awaited.

Moved by Diefenbaker
Seconded by Ziegenfelder

Recommend requesting that the Road Commission for Oakland County review
traffic lights at the turnarounds on Long Lake Road near Rochester Road and
consider blinking instead of cycling during off-peak hours.

YES: All-4
NO: None
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED

6.  Review Parking Cancerns at the Troy. Public L fhrary

The Troy Police Department has been fielding a number of calls from the Library
and from citizens about some parking concerns around the circular drive by the
library building. The area under question is the drive around the parking area of the
library, including the circular part, as shown on the attachment. Currently, the
circular part is marked NO STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING and is marked as a
one-way drive in the counterclockwise direction. There still are vehicles parked
beyond the circular drive close to the east curb of the parking lot drive. It has been
suggested that we also designate this area as a NO STOPPING, STANDING,
PARKING area so that there is safer and more efficient fraffic in the parking lot.

Moved by Ziegenfelder
Seconded by Diefenbaker

Recommend installing NO STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING signs along the east
curb and on the two adjacent islands of the library parking lot driveway.

YES: : All-4
NO: Naone
ABSENT: 3

MOTION CARRIED
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“Mr. Paul Lin, Troy resident and retired architect, has sent the committee some
material regarding his ideas of improving traffic circulation and revitalizing the Troy
downtown area. This was included as an informationai item so that the committee
can decide if this should be a regular agenda item for a future Traffic Committee
meeting. The Committee noted and filed the correspondence from Mr. Lin. '

6. Visitors’ Tire
There were no visitors.
7. Other Business

" Mr. Diefenbaker requested additional NO PARKING signs on the hydrant (north)
side of Blanche. Many contractors’ vehicles have been parking there and have
completely blocked the road at times. '

Mr. Minnick reports that the pavement is crumbling in his subdivision at Cherished
View and Timberview, and Mr. Diefenbaker commented on the poor condition of the
pavement at Long Lake and Livernois. The Traffic Engineer will notify the
Department of Public Works about all these items.

Mr. Diefenbaker also reports that cars are cutting through the vacant gas station at
southbound Crooks and Maple. Lt. McWilliams is aware of the problem.

8. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

~o DWW el

Vice—gwﬁaiﬁ e Recording Secretary
*“%ﬁ\\é \”\'\'\Sﬂ\'}-m\ \

Traffic Committes\2005 Minutes and Agendas\iMarch 16\Minutes.doc
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ITEM 5

February 16, 2004

Traffic Committee
City of Troy
500 W. Big Beaver Rd. 48084

Re: Lights at turnarounds on Long Lake Rd.
~Dear Sir:

As aresident of Troy since 1992, I just wanted to bring to your attention what I
believe are unnecessary use of the traffic lights on Long Lake Rd. at the turnarounds just
East and West of Rochester Rd. I live in the Hartford Square subdivision just Bast of
Rochester Rd and travel frequently down this stretch of Long Lake Rd.

On Saturday and Sunday mornings, and even on weekdays after about S:OOprh,
the traffic on Long Lake, and especially at these turnarounds, is nowhere near heavy
enough to require the use of red lights at these turnarounds.

When I go to church at 8:15am on Sunday morning, I am often stopped at the
light at the turnaround on Long Lake (just Fast of Rochester Rd.), even through traffic is
extremely light in both directions on Long Lake Rd. at that time. In many instances
there is not even a single car coming down Eastbound Long Lake (between Rochester
Rd. and the turnaround in front of the Secretary of State’s Office), but you will be
stopped by ared light there at the turnaround in front of the Secretary of State’s Office.
The same is true for the turnaround just West of Rochester Rd on Long Lake.

The same 15 often true for traffic in the evening; I am often stopped at these
turnarounds by a red light when traffic is extremely light on Long Lake in the evenings
(typically after 8:00pm, and especially after 9;00pm).

It is very common at these hours of extremely light traffic to be stopped by a red
light at one of thiese turnarounds, while not a single vehicle traveling in the opposite
direction will use the turnaround. Sometimes at these times of day there will not even be
a smgle car on Long Lake Rd for a quarter mile or more coming in the opposite direction
(i.e., coming toward the turnaround), but you will be stopped for a red light there

anyways.

. T'also wish you to know that [ have two teenage drivers and that I think now, more
than ever, about their safety. I would certainly not be asking you to change something
that would create an unsafe traffic condition so cIose to our home.

Accordingly, I would sincerely apprectate it if you would coﬁsider rﬁaking the
traffic lights at the two turnarounds discussed above “blinking vellow’ lights for the
drivers traveling up and down Long Lake Rd., at least at certain times of the day. My



suggestion would be for a blinking yellow light on weekdays between 8:00pm-6:30am,
and on weekends between 8:00pm-10am.

~ Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to contact me at
(248) 641-1229 (w) or (248) 528-1310 (h) if you care to discuss this with me.

Very truly yours,

T2 AL 4 A

Marrk D. Elchuk
4845 Davis Ct.
Troy, MI 48098
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With the ring road or "loop" like Chicago, IL all properties

within it is deemed the most valuable commercial properties in
the City of Troy. Property owners can add to existing bu11d1ngs
or replace them with new ones they believe make f1nanc1ally
better sense. Typlcal practice in great cities.

Since retailer suppliers will only sell and supply large chain

stores such as TargEt, places with small family retail businesses
are disappearing.. They are replaced with large warehouse size
building structures surroundlng large parking area. A good

example is the commercial development at Coolidge and Maple

Since many of the stores are selling the same product it becomes

4 contest in price and service. Regardless of the building facades
all of these shopping places and centers have a monotonous,boring
sameness. There is little fun and discovery in shopping today.

Many of the "bedroom" towns as Novi, Rochester Hills want to build

a downtown. People will have conflicting desires which downtown they
should visit and shop at.since essentially all of them will have a
sameness about them. Their model has been the 1930 type downtown

which is no longer relevant in the global market and education, and
diverse people and cultures contéxt that we-find ourselves today and
tomorrow. The census has shown Troy's diversity. Population is changing.

In this proposal we suggest the Troy's new downtown be an international
one. Stores, shops, etc. can be small, personal, and intimate. This

type of commercial development do not have to.have'national retail: .
suppliers. Troy's new downtown main street will be wonderful place

to shop, learn about other countriegs's peoples, and cultures, and a

place to explore and discover. For those who have been te EPCOT,

Florida and Young Street in Toronto, €anada would have the memorized,
satisfying and educational experiences. This downtown importantly is

not dependent on major national retail anchor stores for its survivorshij
It is known as an unique place as Rockeffer Center is knowa in

New York City. Stores may change and leave, but Rockeffer Center
remains,

The International downtown becomes an unique asset in the competition
for conferences and conventions(if desired) to be convened in Troy, MIL.
The conference or convention facilities survivorship in that business
world is insured. Attendees can shop at nearby Somerset Collection,
eat/dine at varicus restaurants that are indoor$é and ocutdoors,experience
theatres within a building, open court spaces, and minature shows

along the Big Beaver pedestrian broadwalks. Traditional national mamed
stores as found in Somerset Collection are aided in retail business and
their ability to survive in the increasingly tough competitive retail
world. The financial impact of parking garages .costs is minimized by
afficient and shared use. Parking on streets within the "loop" enliven
street life.

- / Zf\.M—f‘»—n( ;/Q-v--f-

Paul Chu Lin Architect NCARE, Educator, Urban Designer
Tel. 248/645-2187 ‘
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Aerial View Looking East From K-Mart World Headquarters
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