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July 20, 2015 

 

To:   Mayor and City Council Members 

 

From:  Brian Kischnick, City Manger 

 

Subject: City Council Member Questions and Responses  
 
I have discussed questions advanced by Mayor and Council with Staff, and responses are attached.  
Thank you for asking questions in advance of the meeting.   
 
Subject:  I-05 SPR1 AWARD TO LOW BIDDER AND BUDGET AMENDMENT - CONTRACT 15-8 

- WATTLES MILL AND HMA OVERLAY 
 

Question: Regarding item I-05... have you taken into consideration the timing of this work on 

Wattles vis-a-vis the start of school, specifically considering the Northfield Pkwy. access 

to Bemis Elementary and Boulan Park Middles School from Wattles?  Will that part be 

completed before school starts?   

 

Response:  

Our preference that we communicated with the contractor is that they complete the west mile of Wattles 
between Coolidge and Crooks first, before school starts.  They would mill all 3 miles at the start of the 
project in early August, then do base repairs and overlay the west mile while base repairs and other 
work are being done on the east 2 miles.  This should not be a problem for Pro-Line, but it all depends 
on when they have their milling subcontractor scheduled.  We are trying to confirm their schedule and 
game plan this afternoon and hope to have more information at the council meeting. 
 
In the event that they do not complete the west mile before school starts, the traffic disruption with this 
type of fast moving work is minimal, much less than with slab replacements.  Traffic disruption is short 
term and generally occurs just in the immediate vicinity of the milling machine and paving machine as it 
moves down the road.  Additionally, we will avoid having the contractor do work in the immediate vicinity 
of Northfield Parkway during morning drop off and afternoon dismissal.      
 
Question: During agenda review it was asked if Local Preference had been considered since the 3rd 

low bidder, Ajax Paving, is a Troy contractor and higher than Pro-Line by just under 4%.   
 
The answer is no because Local Preference was not included in the specifications for this 
project.  Engineering handles all of the bidding for our construction projects.  Our specifications are 
largely based on MDOT as we often have projects with federal or MDOT funds.  Local preference is not 
permitted by MDOT, nor is it permitted by the RCOC who we also do business with.  Engineering’s bid 
awards are based on the low, qualified bidder.                
 
Steven Vandette, P.E. | City Engineer                                          
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c: Mark Miller, Director of Economic and Community Development 

 Tom Darling, Financial Services Director 

 Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
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