
 
 
December 9, 2015 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Troy City Council Members 
 
FROM:   Brian Kischnick, City Manager 
   Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT:  Agreement for Temporary Construction and Permanent Easements for DTE Ariel 

Substation on Doyle Drive, North of the Transit Center 
 

History 
 
DTE Energy received preliminary site plan approval from the Planning Commission on December 8, 2015 to 
construct a new substation on Doyle Drive, just north of the Transit Center.  When DTE Energy initially 
purchased the southernmost triangle piece of the self-storage development property, it was granted an access 
easement.  Subsequently, the Maple Road frontage of that property was developed with an LA Fitness and 
future Whole Foods, both of which generate pedestrian traffic in the parking lot areas. As a result, DTE Energy 
is now seeking access to its substation from Doyle Drive and the Transit Center parcel.  DTE Energy is also 
seeking temporary construction easements to allow three oversized trucks and a crane to access the site from 
Maple Road, using Doyle Drive.  All other construction traffic will enter from Coolidge and travel behind the 
Midtown Center development (behind the Home Depot), which is the same route used during the construction 
of the Transit Center.  DTE Energy has already obtained Easements from Grand Sakwa, expressly allowing 
DTE Energy and its contractors and employees to use Doyle Drive on the shopping center property.           
 
According to the documentation provided to the Troy Planning Commission for the site plan application, DTE 
Energy plans to construct six (6) poles that are approximately 78 feet in height on the site, and all other 
equipment will be no more than 22 feet tall.  The entire DTE Energy site will be screened with a brown 12 foot 
tall concrete slat wall and landscaping along Doyle Drive.   
 
The Temporary Construction Easement will last no longer than one year, and it is limited to those times when 
there are no trains scheduled.  After the initial construction and installation of the transformers and the wall, 
traffic will be limited to servicing and maintenance of the substation.  As part of the project, DTE Energy will 
provide a cash deposit to insure repairs to Doyle Drive if there is any damage as a result of its use.         
  

Recommendation 

 
City Administration recommends that City Council approve the attached Agreement between the City of Troy 
and DTE Energy granting temporary construction easements for access to Doyle Drive on the Transit Center 
site, and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the Temporary Easement Agreement on behalf of the 
City.  City Administration also recommends approval of the attached permanent easement, granting DTE 
access from Doyle Drive to the DTE substation site, and authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the 
Agreement on behalf of the City.  
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