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January 29, 2016 
 
To:   Brian Kischnick, City Manager 
 
From:  Mark Miller, Director of Economic and Community Development 
  Tim Richnak, Public Works Director 
  Kurt Bovensiep, Public Works Manager 
  William Huotari, Deputy City Engineer/Traffic Engineer 
  Steven J. Vandette, City Engineer 
 
Subject: I-75 Phase I Reconstruction – North of Coolidge to North of South Boulevard 
 Special Work Permit – Sunup to Sundown & Sundays as Needed in 2016 & 2017 
 
Phase I of the I-75 reconstruction project, from South Boulevard in Auburn Hills to north of Coolidge 
Road in Troy, is scheduled to get underway in June of this year.  It’s a two year project, ending in 
November of 2017. 
   
Most of the work is outside of Troy.  Only 18.6% or 3,375 feet of the project is in Troy, but it does 
include full replacement of four (4) bridges; north and southbound I-75 over Adams and north and 
southbound I-75 over Square Lake. 
   
Northbound I-75 and the northbound bridges will be reconstructed first in 2016, followed by 
southbound in 2017.  Traffic will be diverted to the south side of I-75 where two (2) lanes of traffic will 
be maintained in each direction then switched to the north side in 2017.  Little or no work is expected 
to occur in the winter from December 2016 to April 2017.  All lanes in both directions are expected be 
open during that time period. 
 
MDOT is planning to receive design/bid proposals this May using the cost plus time bidding format 
commonly referred to as A+B.  This format encourages contractors to develop a schedule that 
minimizes construction time and delay.  Fewer restrictions are placed on work hours so that 
contractors have flexibility to expedite construction while staying competitive on cost.  The contractor 
with the lowest cost of construction and shortest work schedule is typically the successful low bidder.  
An example of this type of project was the complete reconstruction of I-96 in Livonia that was 
completed in one season, under budget and ahead of schedule.  It was the largest one-season 
construction project finished by MDOT in its history.   
 
City staff recently met with MDOT officials and discussed expanded work hours for the I-75 project.  
MDOT explained that expanded work hours will allow the project to be completed in two (2) 
construction seasons rather than three (3) or more at a significantly higher cost.  It also permits the 
project to proceed as a design/build project in 2016 rather than be indefinitely delayed in favor of 
another segment of the I-75 project.  MDOT is requesting expanded work hours to include sunup to 
sundown, Monday through Saturday and 8:00 am to sundown on Sunday.   
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These hours are expected to allow the contractor to remove one bridge per weekend (2 weekends 
total) for the two northbound bridges in 2016 and two southbound bridges in 2017.  Bridge demolition 
and pile driving for the new bridge foundations would be done within the time constraints of the 
special work permit (i.e. during the daylight hours). 
 
Setting new beams for the bridges requires Adams and Square Lake roads to be closed.  This work 
will likely be done at night for safety and to minimize traffic disruptions.  The dates for this work will be 
determined during construction and the public will be notified in advance of the closures.     
 
Troy City Ordinance Chapter 88, Section 9.5(h) establishes road construction work hours between 
7:00 am and 8:00 pm Monday through Saturday, unless a permit is obtained from the Engineering 
Department.  Based on the consensus of City Engineer Steve Vandette, Deputy City Engineer/Traffic 
Engineer Bill Huotari, Public Works Manager Kurt Bovensiep, Director of Planning and Economic 
Development Mark Miller and City Manager Brian Kischnick a Special Work Permit for Phase I of the 
I-75 Project has been issued by Steve Vandette.   
 
This permit allows for expanded work hours from sunup to sundown, Monday through Saturday and 
Sunday from 8:00 am to sundown.   
 
I-75 is a critical corridor for businesses and commuters in the region.  Expanding construction work 
hours will help speed construction, allowing the work to be completed in two construction seasons, 
while greatly reducing traffic delays and inconvenience to the motoring public.   
 
This project has been anticipated for over a decade, has had significant public involvement and has 
been supported in the past by Troy City Council.   
 
Public Meetings and Public Involvement are summarized in Section 6 of the Draft Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (attached).  The public meetings and public involvement culminated in a formal 
Public Hearing held on January 27, 2004 at the Troy Marriott Hotel.   
 
Troy City Council recommended that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) be approved 
by the Federal Highway Administration and encouraged communities along I-75 to support the DEIS 
by Resolution #2004-03-120, March 1, 2004 (attached).   
 
Troy City Council supported the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and encouraged 
communities along I-75 to support the FEIS by Resolution #2005-07-349, July 11, 2005 (attached). 
 
More recently, two (2) open house meetings were held at the Troy Community Center on November 
19, 2013 and June 4, 2014. 
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CITY OF TROY 

SPECIAL WORK PERMIT 

 
For construction work during hours not otherwise permitted in Chapter 88, Section 9.5(h) of the 

Troy City Code. 

 

 

Date Issued: 1/29/2016 Issued To: MDOT 

 
Site Location: I-75 North of Coolidge to Adams Road, including Square Lk 

Bridges & Adams Bridges 

 
Operations: Bridge demo and construction, paving, water main and all 

related I-75 construction 

 
Equipment to be used: All Construction Equipment 

 
The work is permitted between the hours of: Mon-Sat, Sunup to Sundown; 

Sunday, 8 am to Sundown; 
(No pile driving at night) 

 
On the following day(s) and date(s): 6/1/2016 thru 11/23/2016 

4/1/2017 thru 11/22/2017 

 
 

DUE TO THE NATURE OF THE OPERATIONS THIS PERMIT CANNOT BE REVOKED  
Questions:  Call Troy Engineering Dept:  248-524-3383   

 

Issued by: 

 

 

         

Steven J. Vandette, P.E., City Engineer 

 

cc: Brian Kischnick, City Manager 

Mark Miller, Director of Economic & Community Development 

Tim Richnak, Public Works Director 

Kurt Bovensiep, Public Works Manager 

William Huotari, Deputy City Engineer 

 Sgt. Joseph Haddad, Police  

 Joe Lietaert, Inspector Supervisor 

 Mitch Grusnick, Building Official 

 Fax to Police Dispatch 248.528.1238 


















