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Dear Chief Mayer,

Saturday evening, in the wake of the tragic shootings in Orlando, the
interfaith community of Troy came together to hold a candlelight vigil to
remember, to grieve, and to comfort and be comforted.

Officer John Julian was one of several speakers who addressed those
gathered at Beacon Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Troy. In his
eloquent words, Officer Julian shared in the loss of those in Orlando,
provided words of comfort, and also reminded us of the many police officers
who rushed to the scene and were essential in that rescue effort. Before
and after the program, he spent time greeting those in attendance, offering
a personal connection and building relationships.

How appropriate that in the midst of uncertainty, in a world dealing with
hate and terrorist acts, to hear Officer Julian's words of reassurance,
inspiration, and hope. His words offered comfort and unity as he shared his
perspective and reaffirmed the role of the police responding to routine calls--
and in the case in Florida, calls that are anything but routine. Even by his
presence there that evening, we are reminded that the work of the officers
of our Troy Police Department goes far beyond responding to calls, but
includes the proactive building of positive community relationships, reducing
the need for emergency responses.

Interestingly and almost hauntingly, after the names of the 50 victims in the
Orlando shooting were read and candles were lit that evening, we shared a
minute of quiet meditation in the church sanctuary. At that moment, as if
on cue for dramatic effect, the siren of an emergency vehicle approached
from the south, cresendoed as it passed by our location on Livernois Road,
and then sped on to the north. Even as we were remembering horrific acts
of terror and hate that occurred in Florida, the siren reminded us that

police officers are called to put their lives on the line to protect and to serve
everywhere, and thankfully and excellently, right here in Troy.

Please know that we appreciate Officer Julian's presence and words, and we
appreciate our continued partnership with and support of the City of Troy

Police Department as we jointly work toward peace.
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