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September 19, 2016 

 

To:   Mayor and City Council Members 

 

From:  Brian Kischnick, City Manager 

 

Subject: City Council Member Questions and Responses  
 
I have discussed questions advanced by Mayor and Council with Staff, and responses are attached.  
Thank you for asking questions in advance of the meeting.   
 
  
Questions from Council Member Edna Abrahim: 
 
Subject:  I-2a / Mayoral Nominations 
 

 The membership list of the Global Troy Advisory committee only shows 2 current members. 
However, Rouba Samman was appointed on 8/8, as well as Venkatesan Balaraman and Samir 
Bagri on 8/22.  
 

Response:  
The omission of names on the Global Troy Current Members List has been brought to City 
Administration's attention, and an updated and corrected list shown below will be provided: 
 

Rouba Samman – appointed on August 8 
Samir Bagri – appointed on August 22 
Venkatesan Balaraman– appointed on August 22 

 
Subject:  I-05 ADDITION OF A SEAT AND AMENDMENT OF THE TERM EXPIRATION TO THE 

GLOBAL TROY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

 Of the two dozen boards and committees, Global Troy is already the second largest at 11 
members (DDA has 13 members, most boards have 5-9 members). It can be difficult to get 
traction on a new endeavor when there is a large group of people involved. Whether this group 
stays at 11 or expands to 12, what measures will be taken to ensure that the committee will 
progress effectively? 

 
Response:  
The establishment of the Global Troy Advisory Committee as voted on by City Council resolution 
#2016-04-060 (see resolution attached below) on April 4, 2016 resolved that Council “initially appoint 
11 members to Global Troy,”. 
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As a newly formed committee, the Global Troy Advisory Committee members will look to the Mayor for 
his expertise and leadership. In addition to the City Council member's leading role, a few key members 
will be identified to help the committee move forward. Also similar to how other committees operate, 
tasks will be delegated and responsibilities shared. 
 

Subject:  J-4a / Purchasing Resolution - Asphalt Recycler and Hot Box Trailer 
 

 Is this a replacement for equipment already in service? 
 What is the expected useful life of the equipment? 
 What is the forecasted amount of savings in the cold patch material if this were recycler / trailer 

were purchased?   
 
Response: 
This is replacing a current unit that is 11 years old. 
 
The useful life of the new patcher is 10-15 years. 
 
Current cold patch pricing is $105.00 a ton. Last year we went through approximately 150 tons with 
previous years ranging around 400 tons. I have not performed a full analysis on the cost savings at this 
time. Several factors will determine if we recycle material or use traditional cold patch the largest being 
that it takes 24 hours to turn recycled material into a useable material. When we do use recycled 
material it is at 4 ton increments.   
 
It should be noted that the recycling component to the patcher is a $4,348 option to the total cost of the 
unit. The proposed unit is designed to function as a traditional cold patch unit with option to recycle 
material.  
 

Subject:  P-02A ADMINISTRATIVE MEMO UPDATE - WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION POLICY 
- REPORTING OF VIOLATIONS 

 
 Have there been any changes to the policy since Lori distributed it on 8/29? If so, where? 
 Given that council members have a (potential) role in the process, can this policy be included in 

the City Council Handbook?  
 
Response: 
No changes have been made to the policy sent by the City Attorney. 

 
 Yes, the policy will be included in the City Council Handbook. 
 
Subject:  P-02C ATANDT SERVICE AND PEG CHANNELS 
 
 

 The memo indicates that AT&T customers can access Clinton Township and Shelby Township 
PEG content. Has anyone from staff contacted those townships (they weren't listed amongst 
the ICCA reps) to find out if they paid one-time equipment fees or on-going service fees?  

 
Response: 
 Yes both Clinton Twp. and Shelby Twp. bought the encoder and pay a monthly fee to AT&T. Those 
communities are not in the Intergovernmental Cable Communications Authority (ICCA). 
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Subject:  P-02D PLAN OF PROCESS AND EDUCATION INITIATIVE (POPE) PURCHASING AND 
PERSONNEL POLICY REVIEW MONTHLY REPORT - AUGUST, 2016 

 
 

 Given that it wasn't on the 9/19 agenda, can I assume the proposed amendment to City 
Ordinance Chapter 7 Item 9 “Declared Emergency” will be on a future agenda? 

 
Response: 
 All City Ordinance amendments are reviewed by the City Attorney, due to the unexpected time off by 
the City Attorney, the proposed amendment will be on the October 10 agenda for your review as a K-2   
Memorandums (Items submitted to City Council that may require consideration at some future point in 
time) and then brought back as an action item on October 24. 

 
 
 
 
c: Mark Miller, Director of Economic and Community Development 

 Tom Darling, Financial Services Director 

 Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

 Table 
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES-Final April 4, 2016 

 

I-4 Establishment of the Global Troy Advisory Committee (Introduced by: Eleanor 

Yoon, Management Assistant) 

 

Resolution #2016-04-060 

Moved by Pennington 

Seconded by Abrahim 

 

WHEREAS, The City Council adopted celebrating diversity as one of the top ten strategies for 

the City government on March 9, 2015, and reaffirmed this commitment by incorporating the 

launch of the Global Troy Advisory Committee as a top ten strategy for 2016; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Mayor and City Council has identified the creation of an inclusive community 

and strengthening community connections among diverse Troy residents as a priority; and, 

 

WHEREAS, The Troy City Council desires to increase the City of Troy’s cultural competence 

through cultural knowledge, awareness and sensitivity, and believes that the creation of an 

advisory committee will assist in that endeavor; 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That Troy City Council APPROVES the establishment of the 

Global Troy Advisory Committee (Global Troy). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Global Troy SHALL BE ADVISORY to the City Council 

and City Administration, assisting with the promotion of cultural diversity and inclusion and 

enhancing community connections. 

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the Mayor with City Council approval SHALL INITIALLY 

APPOINT 11 members to Global Troy, in accordance with Chapter 6 of the City of Troy 

Charter. For the initial appointment, there shall be one City Council member, whose term shall 

coincide with the City Council term, and four members serving a three year term, three 

members serving a two year term, and three members serving a one year term, so that the 

terms will be staggered. Except for the City Council member, all subsequent appointments to 

the Committee shall be for three year terms, and each member shall be eligible for reappointment. 

All Global Troy members shall serve without compensation, and shall meet on an 

as needed basis to address specific referrals from City Council or City Administration, as well 

as independent initiatives. 

 

Yes: Pennington, Slater, Abrahim, Campbell, Henderson, Hodorek 

No: None 

Absent: Baker 

 

MOTION CARRIED 


