
 

 
 
January 11, 2008 
 
 
TO:    Phillip L. Nelson, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager/Economic Development Services  

           Susan A. Leirstein, Purchasing Director 
           Timothy L. Richnak, Public Works Director  

  
SUBJECT:            Contract Extension - Standard and Compound Water Meters  
  
Background 
 On April 12, 2004, City Council approved a two-year contract to provide standard and compound 

water meters with an option to renew for two additional years with S.L.C. Meter Service Inc of 
Davisburg, MI (Resolution #2004-04-190-E10).  The option was exercised on December 19, 2005 
with a contract expiration of December 31, 2007 (Resolution #2005-12-546-E4e). 

 S.L.C Meter Service Inc is offering a contract extension of one year, under the original contract 
pricing, terms and conditions to expire on December 31, 2008, with the exception of an increase in 
the trade-in allowance for 2” meters and compound meters.  

 Purchasing has conducted a market survey and determined the City would not benefit from 
soliciting new bids for the standard and compound water meters. 

 
Financial Considerations  
 Funds are available in the Water Department Operating Budget. 

 
Legal Considerations 
 Formal bidding procedures are waived, as no benefit would be derived from soliciting 

formal bids. 
 
Policy Considerations 
 By renewing this contract, the City minimizes cost increases and benefits from efficient strategic 

planning. (Goal II). 
 
Options 
 City management recommends that the current contract be extended to purchase Standard and 

Compound Water Meters from S.L.C Meter Service, Inc of Davisburg, MI, under the same prices, 
terms, and conditions as the original contract, with exceptions to trade-in allowances as detailed in 
Appendix A. 
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Appendix A

Est Qty Description Model #
Trade‐in 
Allowance Unit Price

Standard Meters

600 5/8" x 3/4"  T‐10 Arb‐V ($2.25) $80.21

1200 3/4"  T‐10 Arb‐V ($3.25) $104.82

40 1"  T‐10 Arb‐V ($4.25) $136.23

10 1 1/2" w/Connections T‐10 Arb‐V ($10.00) $295.82

10 2" w/Connections  T‐10 Arb‐V ($30.00) $319.96

Additional Cable, per unit, per foot $0.08

Compound Meters

24 2" w/Connections  Tru‐Flow ($60.00) $1,019.04

30 3" w/Connections Tru‐Flow ($80.00) $1,275.46

24 4" w/Connections Tru‐Flow ($100.00) $1,906.46

4 6" w/Connections Tru‐Flow ($120.00) $,2992.08



 
 

January 11, 2008 
 

TO:      Susan Leirstein CPPB 
      Purchasing Director 
 
FROM:     Julie Hamilton 
      Buyer 
 
RE:      MARKET SURVEY – STANDARD AND COMPOUND WATER METERS  
 
NATIONAL WATER WORKS (AMCO METERS) – Rich Gardner                      (630) 661-9111 
Spoke to Len Fleishman of National Water Works in order to determine if Amco meters were 
compatible with the City’s existing Neptune metering system.  Mr. Fleishman directed me to 
Rich Gardner of Amco Meters to discuss the issue.  Mr. Gardner provided a series of questions 
regarding our current system that was passed along to DPW for answers.  Upon receiving the 
information from DPW, Mr. Gardner felt confident that Amco would be able to meet the City’s 
requirements but wanted to verify compatibility with his technical department.  After that 
conversation in mid December, Mr. Gardner never called back to state whether or not the 
systems were compatible with each other.   
 
 
Additionally, calculations were performed using the Consumer Price Index and Producer Price 
Index for the period from January 2006 to October of 2007.  During this time frame, the 
Consumer Price Index for the Detroit-Ann Arbor-Flint area experienced a 4% increase.  In 
addition, the Producer Price Index for copper and brass products, for the same time period, 
increased by 55%.   
 
 
Based upon the above information, I see no benefit from soliciting new bids and respectfully 
recommend that the City accept the offer to renew the contract for standard and compound 
water meters to the current vendor based on the fact that the CPI and PPI has shown significant 
increases in the past year and that other company products appear to be incompatible with the 
City’s current metering system.  
 
CC: File  
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December 2, 2005 
 
 
To:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
From:  Brian P. Murphy, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Jeanette Bennett, Purchasing Director 
  Timothy L. Richnak, Public Works Director 
 
Subject: Agenda Item - Standard Purchasing Resolution 3: Exercise 

Renewal Option –Standard and Compound Water Meters 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
On April 12, 2004, City Council approved a two-year contract to provide standard and compound 
water meters with an option to renew for two additional years to the low bidder, SLC Meter 
Service Inc. of Davisburg, MI (Council Resolution #2004-04-190-E10).  Staff recommends the 
City exercise the option to renew for two additional years under the same prices, terms and 
conditions, expiring December 31, 2007. 
 
PROPOSAL I:  STANDARD METERS 
Est. Qty Description  Model #  Trade-in Unit Price 
        Allowance 
300  5/8” x ¾” Meter  T-10 ARB-V    (2.25)  $  80.21 
600  ¾” Meter  T-10 ARB-V       (3.25)   $104.82 
  20  1” Meter  T-10 ARB-V     (4.25)  $136.23 
   5  1-1/2” Meter  T-10 ARB-V  (10.00)  $295.82 
   5  2” Meter  T-10 ARB-V   (14.00)  $319.96 
  Additional Cable per Unit, per Foot    $      .08 

 Discount on Parts           10% 
 
PROPOSAL II:  COMPOUND METERS 
Est. Qty Description  Model #  Trade-in Unit Price 
        Allowance 
12  2” Compound   Tru-Flo     (30.00)  $1,019.04 
15  3” Compound  Tru-Flo     (40.00)  $1,275.46 
12  4” Compound  Tru-Flo     (50.00)  $1,906.46 
  2  6” Compound  Tru-Flo   (100.00) $2,992.08 
  Discount on Parts           10% 
 
MARKET SURVEY 
A market survey was not deemed necessary, as the City has standardized on the Neptune Water 
Meter System and SLC Meter Service is the authorized distributor for the State of Michigan.  In 
addition, on November 14, 2005, City Council approved to expand the meter read process to the 
remaining 26,000 residential meters with the Neptune Automatic Meter Read System and 
ongoing equipment installations as needed for ten (10) years.  The radio read equipment 
connects directly to the water meter and works in unison to meter water usage. Transition to the 
AMR system was determined to be seamless because of its adaptability to the Neptune and 
Schlumberger water meters and the most economical to implement. It utilizes the city’s current 3-
wire system, accommodates a mixed environment of manual and radio read, and interfaces to the 
Hansen Water Billing System without any additional costs or software bridges.  
 
BUDGET 
Funds are available in the Water Department Operating Budget.  
 
Prepared by: Emily Frontera, Administrative Aide        
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March 24, 2004 
 
TO:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
 
FROM: Gary A. Shripka, Assistant City Manager/Services 
  Jeanette Bennett, Purchasing Director 
  Timothy L. Richnak, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item – Standard Purchasing Resolution 1- Award To Low 

Bidder – Standard And Compound Water Meters 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
On January 28, 2004, bid proposals were opened to furnish two-year 
requirements of Standard and Compound Water Meters with an option to renew 
for two additional years.  After reviewing these proposals, City management 
recommends awarding the contract to the low bidder, SLC Meter Service Inc. of 
Davisburg, MI, at an estimated cost of $148,390.00 per year at unit prices 
contained in the attached bid tabulation.  The City has been very satisfied with 
their product and service over the years.  Water meters are purchased on an as 
needed basis throughout the year. 
 
SUMMARY 
PROPOSAL I:  STANDARD METERS 
Est. Qty Description  Model #  Trade-in Unit Price 
        Allowance 
300  5/8” x ¾” Meter T-10 ARB-V       (2.25)  $  80.21 
600  ¾” Meter  T-10 ARB-V       (3.25)  $104.82 
  20  1” Meter  T-10 ARB-V     (4.25)  $136.23 
   5  1-1/2” Meter  T-10 ARB-V  (10.00)  $295.82 
   5  2” Meter  T-10 ARB-V   (14.00)  $319.96 
  Additional Cable per Unit, per Foot    $      .08 

 Discount on Parts           10% 
 
PROPOSAL II:  COMPOUND METERS 
Est. Qty Description  Model #  Trade-in Unit Price 
        Allowance 
12  2” Compound  Tru-Flo    (30.00) $1,019.04 
15  3” Compound Tru-Flo    (40.00) $1,275.46 
12  4” Compound Tru-Flo    (50.00) $1,906.46 
  2  6” Compound Tru-Flo  (100.00) $2,992.08 
  Discount on Parts           10% 
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March 24, 2004 
 
 
To:  John Szerlag, City Manager 
Re: Bid Award - Standard and Compound Meters 
 
  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
National Waterworks, Inc. withdrew their bid because AMCO, the meter 
manufacturer, was unable to modify their current reading system to comply with 
the City’s 6-digit billing software constraint. (See Attachment I) 
 
BUDGET 
Funds are available in the Water Department Operating Budget, as monies clear 
through the balance sheet Inventory Account for Meters. 
 
 
 
32 Vendors Notified on MITN System 
  1 Vendor Walk-In 
  2 Bid Responses Rec’d 
  1 Bid Withdrawn 
  3 No Bids: (2) Companies do not handle the type of product specified. 
  (1) Company cannot meet specifications nor provide an approved alternate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: Emily Frontera, Administrative Aide 
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CITY OF TROY
Opening Date:  1-28-04 BID TABULATION ITB-COT 03-47
Date Prepared: 3/24/04 STANDARD AND COMPOUND METERS Pg 1 of 2

VENDOR NAME:

EST TRADE UNIT TRADE UNIT
ITEM # QTY DESCRIPTION MODEL # IN PRICE MODEL # IN PRICE
PROPOSAL I:  STANDARD METERS

1. 300 5/8" X 3/4" Meter T-10 ARB V (2.25)$           80.21$         C-700 (2.00)$         68.55$         
 

2. 600 3/4" Meter T-10 ARB V (3.25)$           104.82$       C-700 (2.00)$         77.44$         
 

3. 20 1" Meter T-10 ARB V (4.25)$           136.23$       C-700 (3.00)$         111.89$       

4. 5 1 1/2" Meter w/connection T-10 ARB V (10.00)$         295.82$       C-700 (4.00)$         245.10$       
 

5. 5 2" Meter w/connection T-10 ARB V (14.00)$         319.96$       C-700 (4.00)$         280.67$       
Meters manufactured by: NEPTUNE AMCO, INC Formerly ABB

6. Additional cable, per unit, per foot 0.08$           0.17$           

7.a. Discount on parts 10% 10%
7.b. Parts Listed to be used - dated: JAN "04" 1/26/04

Attached & Marked as: U676-9 "A"

PROPOSAL II:  COMPOUND METERS TRADE UNIT TRADE UNIT
MODEL # IN PRICE MODEL # IN PRICE

1. 12 2" Compound w/connections TRU-FLO (30.00)$         1,019.04$     C-3000 (8.00)$         1,053.00$    
 

2. 15 3" Compound w/connections TRU-FLO (40.00)$         1,275.46$     C-3000 (10.00)$       1,338.00$    

3. 12 4" Compound w/connections TRU-FLO (50.00)$         1,906.46$     C-3000 (12.00)$       2,182.00$    
 

4. 2 6" Compound w/connections TRU-FLO (100.00)$       2,992.08$     C-3000 (16.00)$       4,215.00$    
Meters manufactured by: NEPTUNE AMCO, INC Formerly ABB

5.a. Discount on parts 10% 10%
5.b. Parts Listed to be used - dated: Jan-2004 1/26/04

Attached & Marked as: U676-9 A-1

ESTIMATED GRAND TOTAL PER YEAR: *  148,390.56$ WITHDREW

CONTACT INFORMATION: HRS 8-5pm Mon-Fri 7am-5pm
PHONE # (248)670-6283 (866)833-0067

TERMS NET 30 DAYS NET 30 DAYS

DELIVERY DATE AS REQUIRED 3-4 WEEKS

WARRANTY STANDARD MFG 10 YEARS

EXCEPTIONS BLANK NONE
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT - SIGN:

Y or N YES YES

NATIONAL WATERWORKS INC
- WITHDREW BID -

*  SLC METER SERVICE INC



CITY OF TROY
Opening Date:  1-28-04 BID TABULATION ITB-COT 03-47
Date Prepared: 3/24/04 STANDARD AND COMPOUND METERS Pg 2 of 2

PROPOSAL-- Two-Year Requirements of Standard and Compound Water Meters with an Option to Renew for
Two Additional Years

* DENOTES LOW BIDDER

NO BIDS:
  Etna Supply Company
  Core Electric Mich Pump
  Underground Pipe-AMR Division

ATTEST:
  Emily Frontera
  MaryAnn Hays
  Jeanette Bennett _____________________________

Jeanette Bennett
Purchasing Director

G: ITB-COT 03-47 Water Meters












