
 

 

 
  
 

 
As required by state law, the City conducts inspections of all apartment 

rental units in the City of Troy.  The City of Troy has also codified this state 
mandated requirement in Chapter 82-A of the City of Troy ordinances.  These 
inspections are to occur every two to three years, and are extremely limited in 
scope to verify that the apartments meet the minimum health, safety, and welfare 
standards.  Many apartment complex owners acknowledge this statutory 
inspection requirement, and reserve in each tenant’s lease a provision allowing 
for this inspection to occur.  This lease provides the landlord with the ability to 
give the housing and zoning inspector access to the apartment for the inspection.     

 
In June 2007, City Administration sent notice of the proposed apartment 

inspections for the Amber Creek East Apartments.   In response to this 
notification, the landlord sent a letter to each tenant, since Amber’s lease did not 
contain a landlord’s right of entry for the state mandated inspections.   

 
Under state statute, if there is no right of entry for the landlord, and if the 

tenant has not otherwise given consent to the inspection, the City is empowered 
to request an Administrative Search Warrant from the Court to gain access to 
each dwelling for the mandated inspection.  The City exhausts all avenues to 
obtain these inspections, since the City has an interest in making sure that the 
minimum code requirements are satisfied for each apartment unit, and that the 
risk of fire, etc. is minimized in the City.   

 
After providing several notifications to the landlord and the tenants, the 

City was still required to seek an Administrative Search Warrant for 5 of the 24 
Amber Creek East Apartments.  After reviewing the City’s request and the state 
law, 52-4 District Court Judge Michael A. Martone issued the requested search 
warrants for the inspections.  The City notified the tenants and the landlord of the 
planned date for the inspection, and again asked for consent.  Prior to the date of 
the inspections, the attorney representing five tenants filed a Motion To Quash 
the Administrative Search Warrant.  This Motion was assigned to Judge William 
E. Bolle of the 52-4 District Court, who reviewed both the oral and the written 
legal arguments of the City and the tenants, and denied the request.  Since this 
is a unique legal maneuver that is not covered by the Michigan Court Rules, the 
tenants could not appeal Judge Bolle’s decision without filing a formal complaint 
in the case.  The attached Complaint to Quash Administrative Search Warrant 
therefore has been filed and served on the City.   

 
Absent objections from City Council, our office will continue to represent 

the City’s interests in this case and/or any appeal.      

To: Members of the Troy City Council  
From: Lori Grigg Bluhm, City Attorney 

Susan M. Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
Date: February 27, 2008 
Subject: Amber Creek East Apartments v. City of Troy  
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