
  
  

TO: Members of Troy City Council 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm , City Attorney  

Susan M. Lancaster, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: March 11, 2008 
SUBJECT: Continuation of Liquor Violations Hearings 

 

Under Michigan liquor laws, each on-premises liquor license is automatically renewed 
unless City Council, after a due process hearing, objects to this automatic renewal for a 
specific licensee.  It is for this reason that the liquor violation hearings are scheduled for 
February of each year, since any objection must be received on or before March 31.    
This year, there were two licensees that were properly notified of the scheduled February 
20, 2008 liquor license violation hearings, but failed to appear.  In order to accommodate 
these licensees prior to taking any adverse action, City Council postponed the hearings to 
a regular City Council regular meeting, which could not be later than March 17, 2008.   
City Administration then attempted to contact the licensees or their attorneys to reschedule 
the matter.   
 
The first licensee is La Shish, which has subsequently closed its business.  Since there is 
a value to an escrowed license, La Shish has 30 days to place this liquor license in escrow 
before forfeiture. Since it is unlikely that the business will re-open during this 30 day 
period, and since any transfer of the license would require City Council review and 
approval, it is our recommendation that no action be taken against this liquor license.    
 
The second licensee is May Department Stores, d/b/a Macy’s.  We immediately contacted 
the attorney for Macy’s, Ms. Sandra Cotter, who explained that there was some 
miscommunication between the Macy’s clerk and her office, which resulted in mistaking 
the City Council public hearing notices as duplicate notices of the separate MLCC 
proceedings.   Ms. Cotter has taken action to avoid this confusion in the future.   
 
Ms. Cotter has sent the attached letter to the City Clerk, requesting that the liquor violation 
hearing be scheduled for the regular Council meeting on March 17th.  She also indicated in 
a telephone conversation that both of Macy’s 2007 liquor license violations would be 
admitted, and therefore there was no need for the witnesses, police officers, and decoys to 
attend the City Council meeting. These liquor violations were both admitted at the MLCC.   
 
The first violation involved the sale of a bottle of wine to a female decoy (a minor) at 
Somerset Collection, 2750 W. Big Beaver Road, on May 10, 2007.  The MLCC assessed a 
fine of $500 on June 29, 2007 (SDM License).  The person who sold the wine pled guilty 
at the 52-4 District Court, and was required to pay a fine of $275.00.     
 
The second violation involved the sale of beer to a male decoy (a minor) at the restaurant 
at the Oakland Mall, 500 W. Fourteen Mile Road, on December 13, 2007.  On February 1, 
2008, the MLCC assessed a $600.00 fine for this violation.  The 52-4th District Court case 
against the server of the beer is still pending. 
 
 A proposed resolution has been prepared for your consideration.  
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