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May 1, 2008 
 
 
 
TO:     Phillip L. Nelson, City Manager 
 
FROM:  John M. Lamerato, Assistant City Manager/Finance and Administration 

 Susan A. Leirstein, Purchasing Director 
  Carol K. Anderson, Parks and Recreation Director  
     
SUBJECT: Standard Purchasing Resolution 4: US Communities Cooperative 

Purchasing Program – Landscape Structures, Inc 
 
 
Background   
 

• Landscape Structures Inc. participates in the US Communities Government Purchasing 
Alliance Program under a contract issued by Mecklenburg County, North Carolina for 
playground equipment. 

• The equipment being requested is all custom built pieces for the interpretation of Troy’s natural 
communities.   

• The Mastodon Sandbox will allow families both adults and children, to engage in hands-on 
environmental education in the nature center’s exhibit room.  This exhibit will replicate an 
authentic mastodon dig site discovered just a few miles from the nature center.  The mastodon 
skeleton is made from glass fiber reinforced concrete that will last for many years.   

• The Mastodon Head Mount will be displayed in the exhibit room and will interpret what the 
mastodon looked like alive, covered with fur and complete with eyes and tusks.  

• The Aquarium Display Wall will have openings for seven aquariums that will house live animals 
at various heights for children and adult viewing.  The Aquarium Display Wall will allow for 
cleaning and feeding of the live animals to take place behind the scenes of public viewing and 
allow for a professional appearance.  Five themed silhouettes will complement the exterior of 
the wall. 

 
 
Financial Considerations 
 

• Funding for the three projects is available in the Nature Center capital account 
#401770.7974.080. 
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May 1, 2008 
 
To: Phillip L. Nelson, City Manager 
Re:   US Communities Contract – Landscape Structures, Inc 
 
 
 
Legal Considerations 
 

• Landscape Structures will meet all City bonding and insurance requirements. 
 
 
Policy Considerations 
 

• Minimize the cost and increase the efficiency and effectiveness of City Government. (Goal II) 
• Maintain relevance of public infrastructure to meet changing public needs. (Goal V) 

 
 
Options 
 

• City management and the Parks and Recreation department request authorization to 
purchase and install the equipment detailed in Appendix I, from Landscape Structures, 
Inc through the US Communities Government Purchasing Alliance Program at an 
estimated total cost of $82,792.00.   

 
 
 
 
Prepared by: Stacey Yankee, Nature Center Manager 
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APPENDIX I 
 

EQUIPMENT DETAIL 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION ESTIMATED COST 

    AQUARIUM DISPAY WALL $15,328.35  

    MASTODON HEAD MOUNT $14,392.60
    MASTODON SANDBOX $53,071.00

 
 
 
 










