
  
  

TO: Members of Troy City Council 
FROM: Lori Grigg Bluhm , City Attorney  

Christopher J. Forsyth, Assistant City Attorney 
DATE: June 26, 2008 
SUBJECT: Chapter 106; Registration Certificate Signature.  

 

 

 

In order to be consistent with a change in state law, we are requesting an amendment 
to Chapter 106, Troy’s traffic ordinance.  Specifically, we are requesting the deletion of 
section 5.70 (1), which currently requires all owners of vehicles to sign each vehicle 
registration.  The vehicle registrations are then required to be carried in the vehicle at all 
times.  

 
Due to concerns about identity theft, the state legislature has amended  MCL 257.223, 

and has deleted the requirement to sign vehicle registrations.  According to the legislative 
analysis, technology has advanced to allow police officers to verify vehicle ownership 
electronically.  The Michigan legislature eliminated the requirement of a signed registration, 
which could be used with the other personal information contained on the vehicle registration 
certificate to perpetrate identity fraud.  Since vehicles are even more vulnerable to theft, the 
elimination of one identifier is designed to reduce the potential for identity fraud, which could 
lead to property loss, inconvenience, and negative credit ratings.    

 
 A proposed amendment and resolution are attached for you review.  If you have 

questions or concerns, please let us know.   
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CITY OF TROY 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 106 OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF TROY 

 

The City of Troy ordains: 

Section 1.  Short Title 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as an amendment to Chapter 106 of the 
Code of the City of Troy.  

 

Section 2.  Amendment 

5.70. Registration certificate; signature required; possession; display; violation 
as civil infraction. 

(1)  Upon receipt of a registration certificate the owner shall write his or 
her signature thereon in ink in the space provided.  A person who 
violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.  

(2) The certificate of registration shall at all times be carried in the 
vehicle to which it refers or shall be carried by the person driving or 
in control of such vehicle who shall display the same upon demand 
of a police officer.   A person who violates this section is 
responsible for a civil infraction. 

Section 3.  Savings 

All proceedings pending, and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred, at the 
time this Ordinance takes effect, are hereby saved.  Such proceedings may be 
consummated under and according to the ordinance in force at the time such proceedings 
were commenced.  This ordinance shall not be construed to alter, affect, or abate any 
pending prosecution, or prevent prosecution hereafter instituted under any ordinance 
specifically or impliedly repealed or amended by this ordinance adopting this penal 
regulation, for offenses committed prior to the effective date of this ordinance; and new 
prosecutions may be instituted and all prosecutions pending at the effective date of this 
ordinance may be continued, for offenses committed prior to the effective date of this 
ordinance, under and in accordance with the provisions of any ordinance in force at the 
time of the commission of such offense. 



 

Section 4.  Severability Clause 

Should any word, phrase, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance be held invalid 
or unconstitutional, the remaining provision of this ordinance shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

Section 5.  Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days from the date hereof or upon 
publication, whichever shall later occur. 

This Ordinance is enacted by the Council of the City of Troy, Oakland County, Michigan, at 
a regular meeting of the City Council held at City Hall, 500 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI, on  
_________________. 

 
 
                    ______________________________ 
      Louise E. Schilling, Mayor 
 
                                    ______________________________ 
                                     Tonni Bartholomew. City Clerk    
 




